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WAR in GERMANY. 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

IN order to convey a more clear idea of the hiftory of this 
war» and of its various operations; we think it may be ufeful 
previoufly to fliew the motives which induced the feveral 
powers of Europe to undertake it. And alfo to give an exadl de-- 
fcription of the country where it was carried on ; becaufe^ the 
knowledge of thefe two points wilU it is imagined, enable the 
the reader to form a proper judgment of the generals who 
conducted the different armies, and of the propriety of their ma- 
nceuvres, to obtain the end each had in view. 

As the reafons which determined England to declare war againft 
France are generally known : a detail of them would be needlefs. 
We fhall therefore relate thofe of other nations only. 

Of FRANCE, 

TH E French convinced from experience, nothing could more 
effcdlually contribrte to realize that fuperiority, which they 

arrogated to themfelves in Europe, than the cultivation and improve- 

b ment 
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History of the War 



ment of their American colonies, reiblved, on concluding tiie peace 
of Aix la ChapeUcy to promote witJi care and vigilance every icheme 
that Teemed calculated to diftreis our, and advance their own fettle- 
meats. The firft ftep towards accomplifhing this end, was to find 
a means to cut off our communication with the Indians, on whofe 
friendfhip the greatnefs of our colonies much depends. This, in 
the end> would naturally unite them to the French, who could fur-* 
niAi them with what they wanted in exchange for the different 
commodities of that country, and by degrees be made an inftru- 
ment to drive us out of it. They begun to execute their plan by 
eflablifhing a chain of forts behind ow fettlements, and by occupying 
many countries, tmtil then, thought, at leaft neutral* Though they 
had not as yet compleated it, what was already done had fuch aa 
influence on our inland trade, as made us trembk at the fatal con« 
fequences which would neceffarily follow, if we did not, in time, ex- 
ert ourfelves and repel the injuries they intended us. Some imeafures, 
though inefFedual, were taken for that purpofe, and hoftiiities were 
ordered to be committed againft die French both in Europe and 
America. As they were not prepared fufiiciently to avow their pre- 
tenfions, they only oppofed remonftrances and a feeming moderation 
to our repeated attacks. By this means they propofed to gain time, 
make us relax in our preparations, and render us odious to the other 
courts of Europe. In all which they fucceeded, more or lefs, as 
the hiftory of thofe times, fully evinces. 

Finding at length that the conteft muft be decided by arms, and 
that however formidable their land army was, the difpute in Ame* 
rica was unequal, and would probably be determined in our favour, 
as it depended intirely on the means of tranfporting and fuftain- 
ing an army there, and confequently jvas intimately connefted 
with a fuperiority at fea j they wifely formed a fcheme for at- 
tacking 
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tacking Hanover j the conqueft of which Aey fuppofed cafy, and 
from the king's natural affection fpr that country, they hoped a refti- 
tution of it would make them regain whatever they loft in Ame- 
rica, or procure them fome other advantages. In the mean time 
their army would be maintained from the contributions to be raifcd 
in the conquered country, and by its pofition on the Elbe, overawe 
Germany, and effectually give laws to the contending parties. 

This plan was in the beginning attended with all the fucceis 
imaginable, and in the end was rendered ineffectual, only by the 
rapacioufnefs and ignorance of the French general who then com- 
manded. 

The French fyftem was, we think, well concerted and even 
great. They had then, including the militia, near 220,000 men, 
maintained at a great expence; thefe would remain intirely ufelefs, 
if the war was limited to America, or even to England, for want of 
a marine, which could not be formed in time of war; and thelefs 
to, as we had already acquired too great a fuperiority. 

A German War, was for all thefe reafons both eligible and necef* 
fary, the expence of it to them, was comparatively nothing at all, 
being reduced to the fimple difference, between maintaining an 
army in the field, and keeping it at home. They had troops fuffi* 
cient to form an army in Germany, to guard their country, and to 
conquer America ; fuppofing their marine had been capable to pro- 
tt€t their tranfports into that country. To fupply this extraordi- 
nary expence, they propofed making every country between the 
Rhine and the Elbe contribute. This they believed would produce 
more than fufiicient for that purpofe ; fo that they would have an 
immenfe army maintained and enriched at the expence of others. 
Add to this, that .being limitrophes, this alone gave them infinite 
advantages over us. 

b 2 Whereas 



iv H I s T o R y of .the War 

Whereas if England propofed fending an army into Germany, (he 
muft form it out of nothing, that is, fhe had not one man as yet 
inliAed for that purpofe, and whatever Engli£h would be fent there 
mud be replaced by new levies, in order to carry on the necefTary 
war in America. As to the Germans, they knew we mufl pay for 
them at an extraordinary price, all which expence mufl be paid by 
England alone, as it was not pofiible Oie could make any conquefl 
to bear any confiderable part of it. Thefe circumflances, the 
French naturally fuppofed, would exhaufl the nation's treafure, call 
the king's attention, confequently that of his minifters to the 
affairs of Germany, relax our preparations for America, produce 
murmurs in the people, difunion in our counfels, and at lafl reduce 
us to the neceffity of fubmitting to whatever terms they fhould 
think fit to impofe. To them much more juflly may be applied 
that remarkable faying, America was conquered in Germany. The 
only or at lead the moft probable means they had of faving or 
conquering America, was to carry on the war with fuccefs in 

Germanv. 

It was indifferent to the French, whether they entered Germany 
as allies to Pruffia, or Auftria, as either would anfwer the object 
Ihey had in view. It is probable, however, they would have 
chofe the firft connexion, as they could with more eafe hurt the 
Auftrians than the Pruffians. Being informed of our alliance with 
RuHia, they inftantly fent a minifter to Pruflia to conclude a treaty 
on the fame footing as that in the war of 1741 ; but finding we had 
beea forced to renounce the alliance of the former, and embrace that 
of the latter, they naturally accepted the friendfhip of the two im- 
perial courts, and under pretence of fulfilling their engagements 
contraded by this new alliance, they immediately ^prepared an army 
of above 100,000 men, about 20,000 of which were deftined to 

march 






march to the Mayn^ and from thence where the emprefs (hould 
choofe i the remainder^ which was to form the main army, was or- 
dered .to the lower Rhine, and from thence proceed againft Han- 
nover and its allies. The command of this army was given to 
Marfhal D'Etries^ as a recompenfe for having negotiated the 
treaty of Verfailles; and had not the favour of an intriguing mif- 
trcfs prevailed in the choice of thofe employed afterwards to 
execute the French plan, all the efforts of England and its allies 
though fupported by fdme of the.ableft generals, that this or 
any age has produced, could not in all probability have pre- 
vented its future fuccefs. 

Of AUSTRIA. 

* 

TH E emprefs had ever refledted on the lofs of Silefia with 
infinite regret, being attended with a very great diminution 
of her revenues and power. Thefe thoughts were aggravated by 
obferving the afcendancy which this additional power gave the 
king of Pruffia, whom it is faid fhe perfonally difliked : fhe faw him 
treated every wherewith refpeift, feared and courted by mofl of 
the courts in Europe. No wonder therefore, that animated with 
thefe fentiments, fhe fhould form a plan for recovering Silefia. 
This feems to have been the chief objedl of her cOunfels, ever fince 
fhe had ceded it to Pruffia, as appears evident, from the papers 
publifhed by the king on this fubjedt. She applied to the emprefs 
of RufTia, and irritated that princefs againfl the king of Pruffia to 
fuch a degree, that fhe was eafily prevailed upon to concur in 
any meafures concerted for his ruin. The two imperial Courts 
were therefore united, by new and flrong alliances : the objedt of 
which was very cxtenfive, and tended not only to the recovery of 

Silefia ; 
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Silefia; but to annihilate the king of Pruffia, whoie dominions thejT 
propofed dividing among them. The better to accompliih this end> 
they invited the king of Poland to accede to this alliance. He 
however declined it^ till he faw the two emprefTes a£t with fuch 
vigour^ as would make it fafe for him to declare againfl: Pruffia* 
Experience had taught him that the Pruflians could opprefs him with 
more eafe and facility, than the Auftrians proted: him. 

The Auflrian minifter at Peteriburg had contributed all he could 
to the fuccefs of the treaty of fubfidy between that court and 
England, with a view to make us, as ufual, pay the expence of thoie 
Troops, which the two imperial courts intended to employ only for 
their own particular fervice in attacking Pruflia, and thereby facili- 
tate the recovery of Silefia. Probably things would have gone to 
their wifhes, if the king of Pruflia had not declared he would con- 
fider as enemies thofe who brought any foreign troops into the 
empire; which indicated plainly he would not only hinder the 
Ruffians from coming to the fuccour of Hannover in cafe of need> 
but would perhaps treat that electorate as an enemy's country. The 
king of England very jufUy confidered, that the Ruffians would be 
of no ufe to him, to proted: his German dominions, if they were at 
war with Pruffia. For whatever fuccefs they might have on the 
Baltick againfl that prince, they could never hinder him, being fo 
very near, from occupying the electorate, a country without any 
natural or artificial flrength. 

For which reafon his majefty very prudently, as we think, pre- 
ferred the friendfhip of Pruffia, and renounced to that of the two 
emprefTes. That of Germany, for whofe advantage alone the alli- 
ance with Ruffia had been made, being thus diiappointed, eafily 
perfuaded the other to break her treaty with us ; and the more 
fo, as thefe courts never had any other object in forming it, than 

to receive 
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to receive a inhGdj tjiat would enable ^em to carry the|r fcheme^ 
againft Pruflia into execution^ and by no means to ad in concert 
with uSf hnt on condition we concurred likewife in the plan 
they had formed for his ruin. Our connexions therefore with him» 
brought the treaty with Ruilia to nothing, and very naturally pro- 
duced another alliance between the two imperial courts and that of 
France, whofe views we have already explained. 

Of P R U S S 1 A. 

TH E late king of PrufHa had cultivated the arts of peace, I 
mean thofe which fall more particularly under the cognizance 

of a prince, juftice and interior policy, from principle. The military 
art rather for fhew, than with any particular view, or love of glory. 
He had left at his death 67,000 men well difciplined, and his maga- 
zines abundantly furniftied with artillery, ftores, &c. 

The death of the then emperor Charles VI. left the aiFairs of the 
houfe of Auftria, in the utmoft confufion, and diftrefs. This the 
king of Pruflia thought a favourable opportunity to aflert the claims 
he had to ibmepart of Silefia, and by fuch a bold enterprize, at the 
beginning of his reign, fatisfy the ambition he had, to appear a for- 
midable and enterprifing power, capable to hold the ballance of the 
empire, and proteft thofe princes who fliould hereafter recur to him 
for fuccour. He was the firft who began the war againft the em- 
prefs, which haying fucceeded to his wiih, he concluded by a treaty 
that gave him all Silefia. 

The recovery of this mod fruitful province had been the principal 

objecft of the Auftrian counfels ever fince, which finiflied, as we 

have already related in an alliance with Ruflia calculated for that 
end. Though they had for many years been occupied by this one 

objedt 
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'objed, yet in 1756, they were not prepared to ptit it in execution, 
and had fixed the following year for that purpofe. 

The king of Pruffia pcrfeftly informed of what they had projeftcd 
againft him, thought it prudent to anticipitate their operati* 
ons, and attack the principal power of the confederacy, whom, 
being as yet unprepared, he hoped to crufli, and thereby diiToIve the 
league before they could unite and bring their plan to bear. With 
this view he entered Saxony: This brought on the general war in 
Germany, of which we propofe giving an exadt account in the fol- 
lowing Work. 



Oi SAXONY. 



AVARICE, an impotent ambition, a (pirit of intrigue 
combined with indolence, a total negledt of every thing 
that tended to the welfare and intereft of the country, an immo- 
derate love for (hews, pleafures, and pageantry, had been long the 
charafteriftics of this court. No wonder ! the man whg governed in 
the name of a too indulgent mafter, had brought with him into the 
miniftry thofe habits he had contraded while a page. Attendance 
coft him nothing, his life had been diffipated in the idle and trifling 
occupations of a courtier; his great and indeed only talent was the 
profufion of an eaftern monarch, which his vile partifans called 
magnificence. He was affiduous only in befieging his royal mafter, 
to prevent truth and virtue from, approaching him 5 fo that this 
humane and good prince, who had the greateft defire to promote 
the good of his people, was never permitted to know they were 
unhappy and wanted his proteflion. Though this minifter knew 

that 
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that the abjedt ftate, to which his bad condud had reduced Saxony, 
made it impodible for him to undertake any thing of confequence. 
He was, however, always intriguing with the courts of Vienna, 
and Peterfburg, and forming projefts for aggrandifing Saxony, at 
the expence of Pruffia without having prepared any one means of 
realifing this vain chimera, or even provided for the common defence 
of the country. The money raifed with difficulty on the poor fub- 
jedt, to provide an army for his defence, was diffipated in building 
magnificent palaces for the favourite, in expenfive journeys, &c, 
to fatisfy his abjeA and low vanity: fo that the country, which 
might cafily raifc and maintain an army of 50,000 men, had fcarce 
1 5,000 without artillery or magazines ; and therefore fell an eaiy 
prey to an ambitious and powerful invader. ^ 



Of R U S S I A^ 



THOUGH the plan, formed and purfued with unweari^ 
adlivity and vigilance by Peter the Great, had not fince his 
death, been cultivated with equal care and fuccefs i however, what 
he had already done, made this empire powerful ; and' therefore 
refpeded and carefled. The vaft extent of this empire, the variety 
of its prodadtions, and the nimxber of its inhabitants, form fo many 
and fuch great fources of power, that a fmall negledt, which 
in lefler ftates would be immediately and feverely felt> pais in this 
country unnoticed^ and produce do fenfible or direct bad efiedt. 
Its refources are fo many, that in fome meafure they may be faid 
to fupply thofe miftakes which happen in the adnuniftratioB^ and 

c have 



X History of the War 

have kept up the luftre of the empire^ though the plan of the firil 
Peter hae not been fteadily adhered to< 

While the Ottoman empire was formidable^ this court and that 
of Vienna were naturally conneAed. The fear of a conmion^ and 
j)owerful enemy, united them by the ftrong tye of mutual fafety. 
Since the decline of the Turkiih empire, (he finds it no lefs neceflary 
to cultivate the friendfhip of other princes, particularly that of the 
maritime powers, who take off a vaft quantity of ufelefs commo- 
dities. This brings a proportionable fum of money into the 
empire, which, there circulating, puts that vaft machine in motion» 
and renders it therefore formidable. Hence the facility, or rather 
avidity with which the northern powers in general embrace every 
opportunity of taking fubfidies« The luxury and magnificence of 
their courts are thereby kept up, and their princes abundantly 
fupplied with all the fuperfluities, which vanity has made neceffary, 
and their armies maintained at the expence of others. To thefe 
general motives may be added others, the late emprefs of Rufiia 
had, as we have already faid, conceived a moft violent averfion to 
the king of Pruffia, and therefore readily concurred in any meafure 
-concerted for hi« humiliation, and the more fo, as they flattered her 
with the hopes of extending her dominions on the Baltick, a thing 
long aimed at, by the Ruffians; flic therefore with pleafure con- 
trafted an alliance with us, which would enable her to execute the 
^dcfighs of her hatred and politicks at our expence. But finding 

' we would jiot break with Pruffia, flie inftantly renounced our friend- 

• • ► 

•fliip, and embraced that of France, wh6 promifed her fuch fubfi- 
• dies, as would enable her to put her troops in motion, and aft accord-^i 
ing to her own principle. 

No country 
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Of SWEDEN. 



NO country has in fo ihort a time changed the principles of 
its conftitution fb much as this, except Denmark • Swedea 
in a very few years^ from a moil defpotick government, ; ^ it waa: 
in Chslrles the Xllth's time, is now the mod: limited monarchy in 
Europe. Denmark, on the contrary, in near the fame period> 
from a free government, is become intirely de^otick. Neither feems. 
to have got mudi by the . revolution, as the power and crodit of 
either does not appear to have been thereby augmented at home or 
abroad, particularly Sweden^ whoie interefls in foreign courts is-; 
much funk. The power of the crown is too limited, and that of 
the different ftates which form the conftitution, too complicated,, 
to admit of any plan that requires wifdom in deliberation, and 
vigour in the execution » An attempt was made fbme years ago to 
change the conftitution, by augniienting the power of the crown,, 
whieh could not have been executed without endangering the lives, 
and fortunes of many : it was difcovered in time, and fome of the 
authors punifhed ; as thofe who endeavour to fubvert the conftitu-* 
tion in favour of tyranny juftly deierve. Though the plot was ren- 
dered vain, it left, however, an univerfal fpirit of difcontent, not 
to fay hatred and animofity againil the court, whom they naturally 
fuppofed had favoured at leafl, if not promoted a plot, calculated 
merely to augment the influence of the crown* They feemed 
particularly exafperated againft the queen, a woman of fuperior 
talents, and fifter to the king of Pruffia, to whofe inftigation they 
attributed the attempt made againft their liberty. The French, 

c z wh» 
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who by fubfidieSy and that fpirit of intrigue which diftinguifh their 
miniflers in every court, laid hdd of this occz&otr^ to make the 
Swedes declare againft his Pruffian majefty. The war, however, 
being undertaken againft the will of the king» was prpfecuted with* 
out vigour, and they therefore embraced the firft opportunity of 
concluding a peace, which they never ought to have broke. The 
Swedes ihuft keep a watchful eye on the Ruflians, who aim- at 
ftirtherconquefts on theBaltick: this cannot be executed, without 
endangering the fafety of Sweden. Pruflia and Denmark have a 
common intereft in oppofing the progrefs of the Ruffians. How 
impblitick therefore were the Swedes to have a£ked on quite con- 
trary principles. Had the confederacy fucceeded againft Pruffia, 
Sweden and Denmark, particularly the former, would have been 
the vidims of their bad policy, and fell an eaiy prey to the ambi- 
tion of Ruffia. 
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SEAT of WAR. 



Of BOHEMIA and MORAVIA. 



THESE two great provinces belong to the emprefs of 
Germany. They are feparated from Silefia^ Lufatia, Saxony, 
and part of Bavaria, and Auflria, by a continued chain of 
very high mountains, which neceflarily renders the communication 
between thofe countries very difficult, there being very few mili« 
tary roads *. The firft of thefe goes from Olmutz, in Moravia, to 
a town called Sternberg, and there divides itielfinto two; the one 
goes by Hoff to Troppau, and Jagerndorff, in the Auftrian Silefia ; 
the other pafles by Friedland, Wurbenthal, and Zuckmantel, and 
from thence goes to Neifs. Thefe two roads, particularly the laft,^ 
may be confidered as one continual defile, formed by the mountains, 
ravins, rivers, &c- and therefore may, no doubt, be defended by 
a few troops, if properly placed, againft a numerous army. The 
Pruffians have indeed one very great advantage : they can, by fend- 
ing two corps, the one by JagerndorfF, and the other, out of the 

* A road where infantry^ cavalry, heavy artillery, and all kind of carriages can pafs. 

county 
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cottnty of GlatZy from Habelfchwert towards Altftat^ and Schon<» 
berg, force the Auftrians to quif any pofition they may take^ be« 
tween Freudenthal and Neifs, by cutting off their communication 
with Olmutz, from wheace they muft neceffarily draw their fub- 
fiftence. Whereas thefe can take no central pofition^ that will effec- 
tually hinder the Pruflians from entering Moravia^ by the way of 
ZuckmanteU from the county of Glatz, and by Troppau, and 
unite thefe three columns with fafety ; Olmutz being too far back» 
can be of no ufe to guard the paflages beween Moravia and Silefia. 

As the king of PrufTia cannot from any place, more conveniently^ 
carry on the war againft the emprefs's dominions, than from Neifs» 
i(ito Moravia, nor where his fucceifes weuld be attended with more 
fatal confequences ; it is furprifing her n^ajefty has not thought 
proper to oppofe, on that fide, a ftronger barrier than Olmutz^ 
which is certainly a very indifferent place. The fine defence gene- 
ral Marfhal made, during the laft war, was owing as much to the 
weaknefs of the Pruflian army, as to his own talents and vigilance^ 
as will evidently appear by the hiftory of that famous fiege. This 
fbrtrefs is fo for back, that it leaves all the avenues leading from 
Silefia and Glatz, into Moravia, quite open> and a confiderable 
body of men cannot be fent far into the mountains, without evi- 
dent rifk : nothing would be more efficacious to check the Prufiians„ 
than the building a fortrefs, cither in the neighbourhood of Alftadt, 
or between, Freudenthal and Zuckmantel; or laftly, between 
J'agerndorfl', and Johannifthal. The firft, would be a check on Glat2& 
and Neifs, at the fame time, and enable the Auftrians to make con« 
tinual incurfions into thofe two provinces, without any riik : nor 
does it appear poffible for the Pruffians to penetrate into Moravia,, 
cither from Glatz or Neifs, without previoufly taking this 

fortress 
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fbrtrefs ; becaufe a corps of troops polled here^ and fuflained by a 
firong ^rrifon^ would cut off all communication with thofe two 
places^ and ibon force an army that would advance towards. Olmutz^ 
to fall back or perifh. 

The fecond and thirds would, indeed, effeftuaUy hinder the Prujl- 
0an8 from advancing into Moravia, 'till they had taken them : but 
the fiege of them would be more eafy, becaufe fuch a body of troops 
might be fent from upper Silefia, and from Glatz, to feize the 
defiles between them, and Moravia, as would make it impo0ibj[^ 
to relieve them. 

Moft men think that a camp, or fortrefs, is well placed, if they 
cannot be approached without great difficulty, which is true only, 
10 cafe they have in themfelves all the refources neceffary for their 
defences but as that feldom or ever happens, the perfei^ion of 
the one and the other would be, to find a fituation that prefents to 
the .enemy all the difficulties poffible 5 and. which, at the fapie timp, 
may be cafily fuccoured, if neceffary. The difficulty to find fuch .a 
fituation, or the want of. that fure,. coup d'oeil, has determined m^ny 
engineers, to choofe the plains for their fbrtrefTcs, which frees 
them from the cenfure of having ill chofe their ground, and flatters 
their vanity, by. giving them an opportunity, to. produce all the 
different works they have fcen in the fchools, and make fuch a fine 
appearance on paper. 

Another road goes from Olmutz, by Litau and Alfladt, into the 
county of Glatz. The next principal, road, is that, which goes from 
the circle of Kdnigfgratz, by Neuflat and Nachod, into the county of 
Glatz, and from thence into the other provinces of Sil^fia: it is not 
lefs difficult than the others above-mentioned, beingiike them, one 
continual defile, particularly, when it enters the Pruffian domini- 
ons, where it is almofl impoffible for a confiderable body of troops 
to march, if they meet with any refiflance; cfpecially, in going 

from 
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from Bohemia towards Glatz, as the mountains rife gradually; from 
whence appears, that the Pruflians can with more eafc penetrate into 
Bohemia^ than the Auftrians can, into the county of Glatz. The firft 
have another confiderable advantage ; they can be provided with every 
thing from the fortrefs of Glatz, which gives them a fafc retreat,, 
when pufhed back by fuperior forces : they are mafters of the ave- 
nues which lead into Bohemiai which, being intirely open and 
fruitful, they can enter with eafe, and fubfift for a confiderable 
timej whereas the Auftrians cannot enter the country of Glatz at 
all, if the pafles are properly guarded, and even (hould they force 
back the pofts placed in them, they can find no fubfiftencc in the 
country, and muft begin their operations by the fiege of Glatz, 
which, from its very advantageous fituation, caa fcarce be taken> 
though left to the defence of its own garrifon, and certainly not at all^ 
if there is a confiderable bod^ of troops in the country to fuftain it. 

The hiftory of the laft and preceding wars, confirms what is here 
advanced. In the firft, it was reduced by famine, and, in the laft, 
chance> cowardice, and ignorance, of all which, general Laudhon 
took proper advantages, were the immediate caufes of Its being 
taken ^ 

The next road goes likewife from the circle of Konigigratz, by 
Trautenau and Landftiut, to Schweidnitz, and Jaucr, in Silefia^ 
This, like the others,, is a continual defile, and fo difiicult, that 
when the pafles are properly guarded, no army can penetrate into 
Silefia» on this fide. The PrufiSians have a fine pofition near Land- 
fliut, from whence they may, by an eafy march on the left, cover the 
road that goes from Friedland to Schweidnitz, and fuftain eftedtually 
any corps, they may fend to Schmidberg and Hirfchberg. It was 
front this camp that Fouquet, with an inconfiderable army, fo 

often 
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often baffled the attempts made by the Auftrians^ though much 
iuperior, to penetrate that way into Silefia, and was at laft over- 
powered^ and intirely defeated in it» by his own fault, - ^ 

The Pruflians have here the fyxnc advantages as on the fide of 
Glatz. The fortrefs of Schweidnitz, being another place' of arms, 
iupplys them with every thing they want; and being fb oear» enar 
bles them to begin their operations, much fooner than the Aufliriaas^ 
The mountains are filled with villages, where an army may be 
put in cantonments with fafety, if care is taken to occupy the 
defiles, between them and Bohemia, which they caa do with eafe, 
being within the Pruffian dominions : nothing therefore, can hinder 
them from invading that province on this fide, even if the Auftrxaos 
had an army there ; becaufe that army cannot take ^my pofitioti 
nearer the avenues that lead into it ; than behind the Elbe, ibme 
where between Konigihoff and KSniglgTaatz, which can, c^kQu^ 
ally, hinder the Pruffians from advandnrg any farther ; but cliinot 
prevent their entring it. 

When one confiders that the Pruflians muft, from the fituation 
of their country, make their chief efforts on this fide, as well, 
becaufe tliey can penetrate with fafety in various columns, can be 
lupplicd, abundantly, from Glatz and Schwcidnitz, with provifi- 
. ons, ftorcs, &c. and can retire without danger in cafe t>f misfortune^ 
one is amazed, to fee her majefty leave this province, entirely, de- 
fencelcfs, and expbfed to the continual ravages of the enemy* 
As there is no kind of forttcfs, nothing lefs than an army, can de- 
fend it againft the incurfions, that may be made from the county 

_ » 

of Glatz, and from the mountains of Lahdfhut. 

If the enemy once pafles the Elbe, above Konigfgratz, all the 
provinces on the right of that river, muft be abandoned ; the troops 
pofted on the frontiers of Lufatia, muft inftantly, fall back to Prague, 

d for 
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ibc'fbat of being cut off* Even the army itfelf muft fitU back into 
die ciix:le of Cbrudioi, in order to cover Moravia^ and keep opea 
the communication with Auftria and the Danube. Whereas^ if a 
forttafs capable/of containing lo^ooo £3ot and 4.000 horfej was 
placed behind the Elbe^ between Konigthoff» and Konigfgratz^ 
with'Caferns and magazines vaulted, bomb-proof> the Praffians^ 
couM not like it»; without infinite trouble ; and it would ctrtainljr 
hold ottt Tome months, if we judge by their ikiU, on other . occa- 
fions, and give time, to come to its relief. This fituatioh is fi> 
advantageous, that it not only covers the country on that fide, but 
likewife faci^iates the means of ehtribg Silefi^. At it may ht 
nmide a general place ,of aroiis, to fiipply the atTxue$ 4eftliied oi) thMC 
fide» nor can the enemy leave it behind him and penetrate ioto thfc 
country, . becaufef the garrifob alone, wi^ fome Croats and huflars> 
would c)it off ; his communication with Silefia and Glatz, in fuch 
^ffnai>ner» as vtrould foon force him to retire, . or make him, and his 
army periih, ^ough he (hould leave a corps of aQ,ooo men, to bb*- 
rferve the place, to fecure his convoys. 

JBefides^ a fwtrefs of that kind, and a numerous garriibn, muft 
force the enemy to keep a confiderable corps, both in the -county 
of Glatz^ and in the mountains of LandHiut. The advantages ef 
fuch a fortrcis, are infinite, and in my opinic^, renders it abfo- 
Jutely necclTary. 

The next road goes .from the circle of Buntzlau, by Bakhofen, 
Swigan, Libenau, Riechenberg, where it divides into two ; the one 
goes to Friedland, and thence towards Griefifenberg^ in Sikfia, Sei- 
N denberg, in Lufatia. This road paflcs likewife thraugh many very 
high mountains;; ^d therefore not eafily to be pa0cd, if there are 
troops tx) defend the defiles. 

Tl^ough the king of Prufiia, wiU never make his chief effort on 

this 
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&sii fide, liiMg no plaice of arm9» M d proper 'difttndel yet^Wnl 
every war with the Auftrians, he will think it nece^Tary to occii^ 
Saxony, fbme divifion of his anny will always enter Bohemia, on 
the ikle of Lufktia, while it remains quite open as. at prefent : where- 
fore it would, no doubt, be very proper, to have as near the fton^ 
tiers as poffible, fome confiderable fortrefs, which H divifion of 
twen^ thoufaod men^ can neither fuddenly take, nor fafefy - leave 
bttiind thetoi, nor could any troops take their winter quarters, tiri^ 
where in the mountains, from Friedland to Schandau, or even at 
Grieffknbergi Markliffii, Lauban, and Oorlitz, if a confiderable 
Ibrtreft is placed in the neighbourhood of Friedland : neither catt 
the communication be kept up l^etween Silefia and Saxony, unleil 
an arnir^ be pofted to fecure it. To thefe great and obvious reaibns 
may be added,' that as Silefia, is quite an open country, without 
any fortreis to cover it, from Marklifla to CrofiTen, near Frankfort^ 
i« might be attacked, on that fide rather, than on that of Mdrsivia^ 
and Bdietaia, whick now can't be dene, Without leaving ^tkriny 
tt> cover thefe two provinces. But if they* are fecured, &y the 
ft^trefles propoTed to be made in Moravia, and near Konigfgrate > 
ilie Auftrians might, ^we think, enter Silefiiii by the way of Lufa-» 
tia, provided they have a place of ^ms, near Friedland, which 
would enable di^m, as we think, to aA with fafety and vigour on 
that fide. The want of it, rendered ineffectual, the victories gained 
hy the Ruffians at Zullichau, and Cufinerfdorfi^, and every attempt, 
^e Auftrians made^ dn the Queifs^'itnd Bbbec. 

Should the different fortrefies, above propofed, beexecuted, 30,00a 
men, befidea their garrifons, will, it's thought, be more than fuffi- 
cient to cover Bohemia, all the remainder of her majefty's forces, 
may then, aft with fuccefs on the Queifs, and Bobcr, othcrwife not. 

The next road goes likewife from the circle of Buntzlau, ISy 

da Lcypa, 
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liqppiy and Gabel^ to Zittau^ m Lufatia : this Is the Ml difficult of 
#liy as yet defcribed. In the mountains, bc^wever, about Gabel, there 
are feme defiles, \vhich may eafily be guarded, with few troops. 

The next road goes from the fame province» by Rumburg, and 
from thence tawards Lobau, in Lufatia. This is extreemly diffi*- 
cult, and, during the courfe of the war^ I do not remember it 
was taken by any confiderable corps, excepting by that of the 
prince of Pruflia, after the battle of KoUin. Lattle uie can be 
made of thefe two laft roads, "by the Pruffiaos, b«ng Co far j&om 
their depots, excepting for feme divfion of their army, when they 
propofe invading Bohemia on different fides at the fame time, and 
therefore it feen^ ufetefs,. to fortify them. 

The next, and ooe of the mofl ixhportant roads^ In all this* 
country, is that which goes from Prague, by Biidyn, Lowofitz,. 
Auflig, Peterfwald, and Ghifhubel, where it enters Saxony. This 
road is one continual defile, from Lowofitz to the lafl mentioned 
place, runs clofe to the Elbe, from Lowofitz to Auffig, where the 
river Bila cuts it» another deep ravin beyond Peterfwald;. and a 
third at Ghifhubel. lu each of thefe three places, are fuch advaor 
tageous pofitions, that twelve or fourteen battalions, would be able 
to defend them againfl an army, though there be no kind of fortrefs,. 
and if there ¥fas a good one,, it would be fcarce poffible to invade 
Bohemia, on the fide of Saxony, with fucceis.. Whenever ai> 
army propofea paffing £com the one country inta the otheiu it 
is abfolutely necefiary to be maflers of the Elbcj becaufe it i& 
by that river alone,, fuch armies mufl fubfifl, the mountains 
being fo highj^ and the roads fo bad, that for many months in 
the year, no carriage can pafs ; a fortrefs therefore here, would 
be an invincible obftade for an army conung from either 
country. 

The next road goes likewife from the plains of Lowofitz^ 

over 
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the mmuitains by ToplitZt and from thence by Zuwpialdi^ 
Into Saxony. This road is very bad« and fo foil of defileSt that 
it is fcarce fit for. any but infantry: there are many portions to 
be taken on it, the principal ope as war Tpplitz. 

The next goes out of the circle of Saatz, by Laun, and 
Commotau, and from thence over the Bafberg into Saxony. 
This and the next which goes likewife from the circle of SaatZt 
by Caaden, over the Kupferberg, into Saxony, are extreamly 
difficult, and when the defiles have been properly guarded the 
Prufiians have always been repulfed.^ During the war, except- 
ing in I757f when prince Maurice paficd there in two columns^ 
Scarce any thing but light troops ever attempted pa0ing^ thefe 

defiles. 

From the circle of Ellenbogen, there go two roads, the one 
over the mountains to Plaucn, and the- other thcough Egnu 
Both thefe, are in ibme meafure impailable^ for aa army com* 
ing into Bohemia, becaufe it would not be fafe to pafs through 
fuch great defiles, io near a fortreis. Thefe are the principal 
roads and pafies, which occur, in the counties where the war 
was carried on in that part of Germany* 

Bohemia and Moravia are watered by many rivers, the principal 
of which are the Teifs, which rifes in the .mountains of Silefia^ 
called Schneeberg, and runs by AUladt, Muglitz, Littau, Olmute^. 
Hradiich, &c. and falls into the Danul^, at Preflmrgp in. the 
latter part of its courfe, it is called the Morava^ it is not navif^ 
gable, nor can any pofition be taken on its banks,, to^ ftop aa 
enemy ccmiing from Silefia. The beft,. however^ is on the 
heights about Littau with the right extending towards Ohnutz» 
and a corps further on towards Muglitz, otherwifb a? coluom 
coming down the Teifs would render that pofition very hazar* 

dous.^ 
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dousy This is, ho dbubt, 'the maft proper pofitioA of any*^ 

cover Olmtitz, winch eamiat !je . attacked '^blletin army is here, 

• * 

nor can it: well be forcfcd,-by any inairefik manoeuvre to quit it, 
being fuppliedwith pro^dtts*' ftom Olmutz, nor can an enemy 
advance towards Auftria, leaving that fortrefs, and army behind 
him. 

• • « ■ • « 

There are many more, fmall, rivers between Olmutz and 
Brinn, which, pafling through the mountains, fumifh <5very 
where excellent camps. Moravia, in general, is a very ftrong 
country, and niay be defended by a Tmall army againft a very 
numerous one, as appeared* in the war which happened after 
the death of Charles the VI th. For ' then prince Charles, aided 
by the great Kevenhuller, at the head of a very inconfiderabk 
body of troops, compared with thofe of the enenotes, drove 
«hcm intirely oot of that country, and Bohemia, merely by the 
faperiority of ritanoeuvres, which the face of the country per- 
mitted him to execute. 

The Elbe rifes in the mountains of Sileiia, called the Riefenge* 
biirg, and mns by Amau^ K6nigfhoff, Jaromitz, K6nigfgratz, 
Pardubitz, Neuhoff, Kollin^ Niniburg, . Brandeifs, where the Ifer 
falls into it^ Melnick, where the Moldau comes into it, Leiit- 
meritz, above which, the Egra falls into it, Auflig, and from 
thence to Kbaig^in in Saxony, it is navigable only as far as 
Lbwofitz, where it grows confiderable. In all this .extenfive 
courfe:£ew good pofitions can be taken on its banks. : The £rfl 
and moH: important of any upoa iu and indeed in the whole 
country, is between Konigfhoif, and Konigfgratz, froot whence 
9n anny can effedtually kisder' aia enemy coming from Schweid- 
nitz and: Gilatz, from penetrating into the interior parts of 

Boheniiia. 

There 



... . / in. !G kjt m A.N.r# xxiii 

» There tw ' odier . pofiticms. to lie taken^ between Nimburg^ 
and Brahdeir$> which cover Prague againft an army coming froin 
Lufatia. Between. the& places add Saxonjr^ . no . pofitlon can be 
taken ^n i^ bank5» becauTejt ,mni paralel/. tOi. tke load that 
pafs from the one country into thernther; fo'thaton^y the right or 
left wing of an army camped between Lowoiicx and . Aufig, can 
be pofted on itj accordibg as the froot i^ placed* 

Od the.Zaffftira, 6oe:pofttiofa.t>nty qf. conJfeqvence can betaken, 
ftQd.cbat iMrnBenefchiw» frdm whence youiSk^ay cover: the tvvto 
great roads tUit lead from Prague to Vieona. 

Tihfi Mpld»rt, oti.Hjrhich ^tf^e pofttiojw ttiay be taken, ivhich 
cover Bobfnua* Ugpflr A«d. t-iW^ Auftrjai in caft 4ny: afcteofipt 
be fpa^ frp^T^; Y^^^^ '^^ '^^^gnf: It- vr^ from thefe poiir 
tioQS tli:^^ the Fx^nqh, under marfhal MaiUebois, were efFe<Sa-* 
alfy jprffv.^tfd^ frQifi , peiietrating into Bohemia, and relieving 
marihal Belleifle,. th^n^ b^e^d in Prague, . 
. ThiS; is the ftro«(ge^ tplace f>{i th^ rivepj and indeed in the 
whole country, a^d is well Ibrtifiedi but being commanded by 
the neighbouring hills, very extenfive, and divided by the Moldau^ 
it requires fuch ai}j ^ipnu^fe . q\i%9t)ty of floras and artillery, and 
fuch a ni^merpti^ g^rxifovi that it feenjis doubtful w:hether any 
attempt fhould be ma^e Jtt> defend it or not, excepting by a 
cottpl^ of batjtalionSft; nfieerly to proted it, from plunder, by capi- 
tulating. The fate of this city, in the war of 174T, fliews tljc 
truth of this opinion. Thie:fk^:*time, it was (ake^ by aflault, 
i^ith a garrifon of near 4000 men in it; the iecpnd time, it 
refiftad a very few day^ OjiUy > and the third, it was aban- 
doned precipitately by tbe -.Pruflians, on their quitting Bohemia* 
In tl^s laft war, its fate .t(F0t(ld have been dect4ed in a few 
days ifiore, and it wojuld have been taken wit^ an army in.it. 

The 
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cnn be taken to cover the couutiy from an iiiKrafioii^ on the 
fide of Schweidnitz and Ghtz, are thofe already mentioned^ 
behind the EIbe> at Konigfhoflr aiid Koiiigigran:^ which^ how«* 
ever» yon muA abandon^ xmlefs you are ftrong enough to IkiiKler 
him from entering Moravia on your rights by the way of Zuck« 
mantel* a$ it happened in the campaign of 1758s and out of 

Bohemia on ]rour left by Friedhnd and GabeL . If you fail iq 

■ 

j thi»» you muO: .inftantty fall back into Mocavias' to cover Vi^' 

enna^ qr to the Moldau^ to cover Prague,. lAtfae interior part 

* of the country^ the befl: pofi(zion» vtrithout doubts is that in the 

J neighbourhopd of Collin and Czaflaiu^ as you ,may &oux thence^ 

in a few n)irchc9» be either behind -^e. Elbe ait.Eonigfgratsrs 
approach the Mcddauj^ or faH back itkta Miocaviai aa tbe.^a£b 

' may require. 

The pofitions to be taken in that part of the country, are 
&ofe of LeutdmHcheU Milglitz^ Littau, .wi^ Aro&g corps to- 
wards Zuckinantel aQd Troppau^ to: coyer t|M debouch^ on that 
iide» where they are fecuridy pofled» and can be attkrked only 
in front : in 'which cafe they fall back on. your arihy> or on 
Qhnutib. By taking either of the^ pofitbn^ yooi: cover. Mora«i 
via and Ailfltia^ * and ha\rc! 3roiir coioununication iopen jmtA Bohe-^ 
mia, where no^efteki^ dare feparate, while yoo are in fovce in 
Moravia.. Another great inconveniency in the defence c( this' 

■ 

country^i is, that bo confiderahle magazines can with fafety.bei 
placedj, any'whereii but at Prague or Ohnutfic^ which are tc& 
far back from the fronti^s^ and your amy mufl be ftippKtod 
from thence by land carriage^ a tlung very difficult at the end 
of a camptighy particularly if the Wac conlintietf long in the 
CQuntryj^ and makis horfes and oxen ibarce.. 

Th& 
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• • • 

THIS countiy lies from focith to fouth-eaft of Bohemia. It 
extends in length from Liebenau, on the frontiers of firan^ 
4ebufg» to Upper Srkfiai on the. frontiers of Poland and Han-^ 
gary» near 240 miles* Its breadtb^ indnding the county of 
OUt9» to Millitfch, QA the fitoQtkFS of Poland, is near i2omHes. 
It isvpef^ibd^ bf aiear a mitlidn and a half of inhabitants, 
«k1 produces an yearly avenue of about four millions of dol« 
lars, and is one ^f the moft fruitful and ricfaeft provinces in 
EuroptB* 

It iiaa.becn alresidy iaid, that it is Separated from Bohemia, 
by a dbaiA of mountains, running from Znckmantel, on the 
ffofitiers of Moravia, to Greiffenberg on the river Queifs. From 
I^4Cis>. It is Separated by this river, which runs by GreHFen* 
ber^t Mi^rklifla^ andi Laub^n, dnd falls at Haibau into the Bober. 
This laQ^riyer Serves as a barrier, on the fide of Upper Lmfaccy 
'tijl it falls into the Oder at Croflen. 

The ddyaotageous filuation of this country, enables the king 
of Pruifia tp mvade Bohemia -with facility and fuccefs: whereas 
any attempt from Bohenxia <againft Silefia would be attended with 
xnuch daogifr and difiicidty • A fmall army pofted, any where, in the 
ifpi^b^urhodd 0»f Glaca, with two corps; the one between Frey- 

wald ftftd Jobmftbal^ ''and the other about Trautenau, would, I am 

« . > 

pef^Mdedf Yender suiy attempts agc^nft it, vain and fruitlefs. An 
^my £0 pofted cannot be forced 4>y any direft manceuvre, be-* 
cavfe the comntry is ^tv6meiy flrong, and it might retire under 
the eannoB of \G}aC:^ :* afrd though cither of the two corps pofted, 
as we iiappofe, -on The right and left^ were pu(hed back; you 
ccmld not prefumc to advance into Silefia with an army, lea- 

c 2 ving 
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ving the enemy in the .county of GUtz; betraufe from thence,, 
he could cut off your communication both with Bohemia and 
Moravia; and confequently, in a few. days, would force you to 
fall back into thefe countries, or peri(b in' :the nK>UDtain6, as the 
country between thefe mountains and the fortrefles of Neifs^ and 
Schweidnitz, could not fupply an army .for two days only» 
Much lefs could you atteo^pt Any thing: againfi thefe places, if 
there be any tcoqps ia, the county of Ghtz^ or. any corps, how-- 
ever inconfiderable, in the neighbourhood of then^ your ariivy 
mufl fubiifl from your magazines in Bohemia, which you can«- 
not poflibly bring into Sileiia, while the enemy is in force ia 
the county of Glatz, And jhpugh there be mo. coaay there, 
your tranfports, how;ever numerous, are ibon wore out, particur 
larly if any rain falls, which makes the roads abfbliitely impaf- 
j^ble. Then you muft not think of bringing up your heavy 
artillery,^ ammunitions, ^c till thq place I is entirely iDveded, 
and you have formed a confiderable magazine near your camp. 
Such preparations require much more time than is neceflary, to 
enable the king to come to it^ relief. Hence it appears, how dif- 
ficult,; the Qonqucft of Sileiia mujft bc^ while there k any fmall' 
army to covqr it. The progtefs of the Auftrians in the cam- 
paigns of 1757* 17^0^ and 1761^ was,. we think, intirely owing^ 
to the bad conduct of the Pruffiau general^; which we (halt 
demonftrate -whea we gjiye an acpount: b£ thojfe campaigns. 
This country is watered by fmall riversy and, like Bohemia,. 
is covered with woods,, and interfedted with hills and Talleys : 
and confequeatly furnifhes, every where,, excdlent camps. The 
chief pofitioiis^ on this fide, arq - tho& in the fieighboorhood of 
Glatz, at Frankenftein, Wartha^ &c. of which ,wc have given 
an account. On the left is one near Otmofchau, which covers. 

Nciis. 
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Ncifs : on the right is tliat oT Linddiut, which covers Schweid* 
nitz. There is another on the heights of Wurben, betweeir 
Schweidnitz ahd Brieflau,. which covers both: another, behind 
the Reichenbachifch Wafler, - with the right at Pultzen, and the 
kft at Faulebrucken, which anfwcrs the fame purpofe: ano- 
ther between Liebenthal and Lowcnberg, which is excellent^ 
and covers the country eiFedlually again ft an arn»y advancing by 
the way of Goriitz, -MarkliiTa, and Lauban. I 

Further down the*Queifs, isa good camp betwden Naum- 
burg and Buntzlau, but it fhould not be occupied, except in 
fome very particular cafe ; as the^ enemy could pafs the Queifsj 
arid enter Sifcfirf on your left, by Lauban; near which is a very 
good 'camp for a fmall corps to fcrve as a vanguard to the army 
pofted it Lowenberg. Still further down, on the Bober, is a 
good camp at Sagan, and at Chriftianftadt, which covers that 
lide effeaually." .. . * ' 

The only navigablfe river in this country^ is the Oder, which 
rifes in the mountains of Hungary, not far from Jablunka. It runs 
hy Rattibor, Kofel, Oppelen, Tefchen, Brieg, Breflau, Grofs Glo- 
gau, Frankfort, Cuftrin, and- Stettin, . a little below which it 
falls into the Baltic* - 

The firft place of any flrength you meet with, on this river^ 
is KofeU which, though very fmall, is ftrong by its fituation„ 
and could it contain a numerous garrifon, would be a refpedt- 
able bulwark againft the Auftrians and Hungarians* The other 
places we have nanied, as far as Breflau, are of no other ufe, 
than to cover the country againft the incurfions of light troops, 
and to form magazineSt and fecure the fruits of the earth ia 
cafe of a war. 

Breflauj, 



XXX History of die. War. 

* Brefla«, the .ca|>itil of SU^a^ u t hi^^e afid #cU«pMi|>tal 
town; but thoi%h pretty Well fortified^ is not tapable of bm* 
ItMg i6iy confiderable defence i becaufe it is commanded hy ft 
neighbouring height : it has no out-works of confequence. Bo>- 
fides^ great part of the town or fuburbs are without the wall j 
under the cover of whicht 3roa may begin your approaches very 
near ; and the ditch not being proteded by a good glacis^ and 
a well'pallifaded coyered-way» you may get into the town in a 
very iHort tixne« 'Tis however^ in other r€fyc(k$, of great uibj 
2fi you may with fafety form there magazines of provifions and 
f^ores : and you may lodge there a good body of troops to 
recover themielves during the winter quarters. It may likewife 
cover a camp> if the ground is weU chofen. Its garriibn, when 
left to itfelfy ought to be numerous, in order to proted the 
country. From Breflau, fUll following the courfe of the river, 
you come to Grofs Glogau, which may juftly be efteomed the 
key and bulwark of Lower Silefia. It is a ftrong fortrcfs, when 
compared with thofe of this country, though notliing at all com« 
pared with thofe in Flanders. 

There are generally immenfe magazinesj and a numerous gar- 
rifon in this town. It covers the country fo effedually, that no 
entcrprife of confequence can be undertaken on that fide of 
Silefia, until you are maftcr of it. The taking of it will be no 
eafy matter, as the king will always have an archy in this neigh- 
bourhood, to obferve an enemy coming from Poland, aqd if it 
be too weak to keep the iicld, it will find k ieciire retreat under 
the cannon of this fortrefs, from whence it cannot be forced 
by any diredt manoeuvre. Should the enemy attempt to leave 
you behind, and march to Breflau, you can be there before 
him; or by fending a body of hufTars into Poland, cut 

off 



in Qehmany* xxxx 

oflT liis fubliftences ib effedudly^ as to force kiiil immediate 
to abandon his defigns and. return to the frontiers of that coun** 
try: and as the king takes care to have all the corn: of th« 
country depofited at Breilau and Glogau^ th^ en^aiy finds no* 
thing hut the growing crop, on which no arnay can fubfift a 
day ^ particularly in that part of the country bordering on the 
Qder^ which is generally fandy» and therefore by. no means fruit*, 
(ill. From hence it appears, that an army cpming firdm Poland 
cannotf however numerous^ undertake any thing iblid. No ma- 
gazine can be formed nearer the frontiers of . Silefia, than at 
Pofen> iixty miles from Glogau. Such a a)aga^ine» however 
abundant, can fcarcel^ f^ply the. daily confu^ption of a nume* 
ipus army, whUe it remains w that neighbourhood, nmch his 
can it be ^ran^rted to Glogaa^ and fupply the army there foe 
at leail: two. months. How can the heavy artillery, an immenie 
qaianti^ of flores^necef^ary for fuch ^ £ege, be brought there ?^ 
How, therefore, undertake it ? even fuppofing, what- probaUy 
will never happen, that it be left to the defence of a com* 
mon garrifi>n» and that there be no army to cover it. This- 
ihe^s why the Ru(fl)«na coiild not, for want of a fufficienr 
magazine at Pofen, , approach the fraatiers of Sikfiatill the monthf 
of Jply : and then their operations were chiefly regulated by 
the neceility of making the army fubiift, rather than with a 
view to any military enterpriie. As they could not flibfift in 
any one place, longi enough, to think of undertaking any thihg"* 
of confequenoe; thsy were, notwithftanding their repeated vic^ 
tories, obliged in the month of o€tober, to abandon a country^ 
which their own ravages, and the nature of the circumftances, 
had rendered incapable of fupportii^ them during the winter. 
They moft neccflarily fall hack on the Lower Viftula, where 

the/ 
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i^ey haue their magd^ines. For . thfefe reafons, all the operation^ 
of this ' army wcrC' reduced to marching from the Viftula into! 
Silefia, and after fighting and ravaging the country, to the return- 
ing ' again on the Viftula. 

' We jfliall conclude this dcfcription of Silefia with obferving, 
that the greateft advantage arifing from the favourable fituation, 
and nature of this country, in our opinion, confifts in this: 
that the king, covered with the places of Silefia, is enabled to 
makfe all his motions- with fafety and celerity; that his armies' 
are abundantly fupplied, on the fpot where they encamp ; that 
tt fmall corps, protefted by thefe places, fupply the place of a 
great artny, and that fo ^ffeaually, that nothing of confequence 
can' be uAdertaken in that- couAtry while thcfy exift.. Who- 
ever confiders attentively what We have faid on this fubjed:, will 
probably feel his admiration for the king* of Prufiia, and his 
contempt for the Auftriart and Ruffian generals, confiderably^ 
' <limirii{hed; y. . . . 

. Farther down the Oder; in. the niarquifate of l^rahdeburg, 
lies . the city of Franctprt, a rich and populous place. It is of 
no 'other ufe, however^ when cohfidered in a 'military view, than 
^ cover magazines, which you muft form here, and at CrofiTen, for 

* 

anlafmy yotj niay fend on the Warta towards Pofen, aftd thofe 
parts of Poland, ' 

Further down, at the <onfluent of die Warta into the Oder, is 
Ciiftrin* This place is fmall; and nqt at all f^rong,. yet, the Ruf- 
fians, who aUacked it in 1758,. failed in their attempt. It held 
out. till the king came and relieved it, by gaining the battle of 
ZorndorfF, This confirms what we have faid of. the di^culties, 
attending fuch an enterprife, as the fiege of Glojgau, or indeed 
of any placQ of confiderable ftrcngth, unlefs you can form your 
magazines near fuch places, or that the country itfelf ihould be able 

to 



. '. - . . . * - ...... 

to/upply your : artsijr. Bat this can never hap|>en as to anopii^r 
nicions and (ioTcs, nor even as to fubfiftences; if care is taken 
to mal^e the farmers depeiit their grain in thofe places^ where 
a fiege is expt€tcd^ , ' * 

The fitoatioa of Cuftrin is very advantageous^ and may he 
coiifidered as one of the <:hief keys of Silefia and Brandeburg, 
particularly the laft» whenever an invafion is expedted from the 
Lower Viftuk, that is, from Warfaw to Dantzig. 

fome one column muft pafs here, and it would be no ways 

£ife to penetrate into Brandeburg, without having previoufly 

... 'I • 

taken Cuftrin and Stettin. It were to be wifhed, that fome 
means could be found to augment the fortifications of the for- 
mer, ib as to make it capable of holding a numerous garrifbn 
of horfe and foot* This would add infinitely to its importance, 
and it woi^ld , then efieiftually cover the .country on that 
fide!. $tettin, from its iltuatiqn chiefly, is capable of a long de- 
fence, as appeared when it was taken from the. Swedes, in the 
beginning of this century. It is of infinite confequence to the 
king , of Pruilia, as it covets Brandeburg and, Pojnerania, in fuch 
a manner/ that though thcfe provinces may dc overrun and ra- 
vaged, they can never be conquered : and we doubt whether 
any of thofe powers, who may hereafter have views on this 
town, will be in a condition to ' take it, wiuioiit having iiiade 
'a' couple & feictdfto campaigns,* there being fd many ^ things 
tiie-'idnepteviousto the fi<ige of f\ic!i a place. ' • *' " ' 

Colberg is on the fea coaft, and though many miles difiant 
from Stettin, it may be confidered' as an outwork to tha't lilacc, 
it'wiftg^^e^ only' poft inthat' neighbourhobd, where magazines 
iriiy-fbel^ftrhidd^^tb'beffegje' tyt-fo^ No coAJTidierable fap^- 

l^yioff pfxivifioiis 'cdKi'-bii ^t,^ fr^mUhei^redaces of the codntry'i 
r vo.»r f it muft 



U^THtoft be t>r6irght frdm llvonU, FinUnd» Sweden, &c. W'^-^ 
^6 irniil thfe irtillery;^ artithariitioni^ UnA fedr«, Whkh t^Abt 
^'ferffpoi'tb(l*ftofti''ihe- Viftaia. by knd. ' -tfefftt it 'apfSiifii h^ 
what confequence Colberg is-;, and we are dief^fore Alicii fur* 
p'rifed, that the king of Pruflik (hotild nave hegledSed this place^ 
fit^ fortifications are fmall diki ihiigriificant beyond conceptions^ 
and could hot, if pr6pcrly /attacked,, have 'held but two days. 
The defence it made redounds as much to the honour of the 
governor J, as it does the imputatioa of ignonuice on the beilegers. 
If this pkce/was made fit to hold a garrifbn of 4000 foot, 
and 2q6o hor&,. we think .it would be impregnable to a Rufliaa 
army; as they could' fibarce ever be provided with the neceiTary 
means to reduce it. Befides,, it would effe£tuaHy flop' the- 
progrefs of an arniy coming that way ; efpeqfally if Cuilrln was 
Hkewife put in tke lituatiooi ^e have meationed^ tilogau^ Ci^C-^ 
trin,. Colberg,^ and Stettin,, may be rendered ihiliperable barriers^ 
en this lide thePrufiian dominions;: as N^ifs,, Glatz, and 3chw.eid- 
9itz,. ate on the Other. The putting' thisib. places in a.refpe<ft* 
able condLtioii, is ^e more oecefTary,. as^.PomcBanla and Bran- 
deburg are open, on that fide^, and have abfi>lutely no, interior 

defence. 

• • « 

The fronuiera of jPoqierania,. towards the Swedes* a^. , Meek** 
lenbufgers^ are: ftrong by nature^ and do not require t^e, help 
of art;, as the Ptuffi^uis am top powecful to fear any tbipg from^ 
th^ quarter^ 

OC J^flio: I fliall only £iy», it cannot ht cffe^uatty defended 
whili^ it depcndfi oa the boufe o£ Brandebutg^. becaufr iko^ 
who attack it are borderecs^ and have ^fcfqre athandr all Hikt 
paeans that cvk infure fiicceisi, and. aU thfc ttibwcc^^nmodBbrf. to 

fcovet 
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recover themfelves. after a defeat : whereas thofe who are to de^ 
fend it, are deprived of every advantage, and were they fubjedt 
to no other Idfs, than' what na:turally attbnds war, in one cam- 
paign, they would be reduced to the neceflity of abandoning it, 
as they could not poflibly be recruited in time, receive horfes 
itor remounting ' their cavah-y, or be fupplied witri Kores,* &c. \w 
are therefpre furprifed -his majefty (hould ^'attempt to defend itl 
H6, probably, held the Ruf&ans iii fuch ^cohtenipt,' that he did 
liot doubt of their being eafily beaten/ and forced back into 
their own country. But he laW his crrori and therefore, after 
his firfl campaign, abandoned the country. ' Could his majefly 
change- this country with the Pol^s for that on the Lower Vif- 
tula, it' would be 'much for his advantage. * 1. (hall dwell longer 
oh the. fub?e<5t of defending a diflant country,' when I examine 
the war in WeilphaKa and Portugal^ independent of politics, 
and merely in ia military -view^ 

Tp^the left .'of Pomerania, the king has the lm>hg fortrefs of 
Magdeburg on the Elbe, a place of great ftrength, and of equal 
tnxportance; as he niay form there' in twenty-four hours, fuch a 
bo^y of troops, as will keep in awe the Saxons on the one fide» 
and Holftcin/ Mecklenburg, iind Hanover on . the ' other. As to 
the kin^s dominiohs on the Rhine, we rather think there fhbuld 
be no fortrefs: becaufe it would be almoft impoffiblc to defend 
them againfl: an enemy who is on that frontier : and it would be 
top difficult to wreft thetn from him, (hould he become mafter 

of thetn: whereas, if left op<sn, he will be ol^lige^/to abandon 

•• * • • • . . . ^ • 

them. 

• > . • • • 

The fate of Wcfel in this laft war confirms bur opinion* 

lit ar 
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IN ipeaking of . Bohemia andSilefiaA we have already faid, that 
the firft js fep^atqd from Saxony by. a chain of mountains 
running from Egra to Pirna, and from Luface by the fame chain 
of niountain? running from Pirna to Friedland. From this.place,. 
Luface is. fep^rated from Sileiia^ by the Queifs and Bober. In 
aU this^ fo exteniive, frontier, nor indeed on that towards Bran^ 
dcbiirg and Thuringue, can any pofition be taken/ by any army 
the eledor of Saxony can raife, fb*as to covet his country effec- 
tually, becaufe, it is npt ftro^ng,. either by art, or nature. How- 
ever,, to preferve the capital from an enemy, coming by the way 
of Auffig from Bohemia, a camp may be taken behind the ravin 
of Ghifhubel, or further, back at Grofs Zedlitz: this indeed is a 
refource for a few days, only,, becaufe the enemy, by marching a 
column on the right of the Elbe by Schandau,. may come and 
encanip on the height; near the Weiflcnh^rfch„ from whence, he. 
will .foon deftroy. Drefden, or.fqrce you .to a compoution. : itill 
more ufelefs would any camp in Luface be, becaufe you can' 
Irom na one. place there, cover that country, or any part of 
Saxony, either towards Bohemia, or on the fide of Brandeburg 
and lower Saxony^ , , 

Xhe. fiti^ation of the Prui&an dominions, enables his majeily 
to form different points of attack from Magdeburg, Brandeburg^, 
and Silefia,. and his being fo much fuperior tathe ele^or. of Sfuc- 
ony, would rendier all the efforts of that prince in the defence 
o£ his country vain.. It is an unhappy fituation ; but fuch it is«. 

Saxony 



H • - » 
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Sax6ny - sloife' ^caiinot with{(dnd either ' Pi'uffia' or 'Atiftria $ and 
therefore^ by force, or perfuafion, muft be made a party in every 
wkr ^)dtWc6rt thefe'- contending rivalsf ''Xnd'iate^ the icountfy is 
intirely opeii on ^tKe Xide/of Pruffia, he caii over- run it arid be 
at the capital, before it is pofSblc' i(br the Auftrians to bring 
an amiy to cover it. We think, therefore, that Saxony (hould 
unite herfelf to , the houfe.^of £randeburg«^ In the beginning 
of the war, yirhich. happened,, at the death of Charles the uxth. 
Saxony wa$ . connefted with Pruflia^ and certainly fuffered na- 
thing from this connection ; and had fhe not altered her iyf- 
tem, it is. tpy opiaion /he mlg^t have reaped ijbme advantages 
froni this unipi^. .In the. laft part of that ipar^fhp was united 
with Auftria, and v^as'^ vi&im of it. In a few days. Saxony 
was loftji and could not be recovered, but by the mediation of 
England^ ; ajid Qti (ucjfct. terms as tl^e yiaox :tUough!t pipppr t^ 

The jtran&^piis. of this hJi war : confirm Ouir opimoiv, and v 
ihew$ ithe abfoluterneceffity of changing, her political fyftem^ 
She muft forget that fhe has been equal to the.ho^fe of Bran- 
4e|)twgf.het jjealoufy itjuA '^giyie / way to fentimeats i pf felf^pre- 
fcin»JiMf whioh We r^inlf:ie»a^J^ only by entering into 

ftrong and clofe conne<aip5a$. with Pfu^. * 
: TheintepftT of. this coantry, i^ intprfcacd by many fmall 
rivers, and .l?y. «(Q:do6iiite:.9ua^j: pf ravins,, generally; fo. deep, 
tliaib they ak'|ji^lnv>ft icK^^a^Uje. Parallel ta the £lbe-rui;is the 
MuMa;. it. ijie^ in. ..the- mduntains called the Ertzgeburg, and 
it falls into the Elb?,^ fiffu Deflau. Its fartheft diilance frota 
the Elbfi,:iis3|Jibo^^ twftlv^ mil/BS^ thqugl^ it is no where very 
4a^i. yet as; if r^n^.thryugha d^p.rairina whpfc banks are very 
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IN ipeaking of Bohemia andSilefiaA we have already faid, that 
the. firft js. fep^atqd from Saxony by. a chain of mountains 
running from Egra to Pirnay and from Luface by the fame chain 
of mountain^ running from Pirna to Friedland. From thisplace,. 
Luface is fep^rated from Silefia^ by the Queifs and Bober. In 
all this^ fo exteniive^ frontier, nor indeed on that towards Bran^ 
diebiirg and Thuringue, can any pofition be taken, by any army 
the ele^or of S^ony can raife, fo.as to cover his country effec- 
tuially, becaufe, it is not ftrong> either by art, or nature* How- 
ever,^ to preferve the capital from an enemy, coming by the way 
of Auffig from Bohemia, a camp may be taken behind the ravin 
of GhifHubel, or further ^ back at GrofsZedlitz: this indeed .is a 

/ '. .,•■• 1.' >| it 

refource for a few days only,, becaufe the enemy, by marching a 
column on the right of the Elbe by Schandau,, may come and 
encanip on the height; near the ^yeiiXenhidch,^ from whence, he. 
will .foon dcftroy» Drefden, or. force you .to a copipoiitxon. : ftill 
pore ufelefs would any cantip m Luface be, becaufe you can 
from .na one. place there, cover that country, or any part of 
Saxony, either towards Bohemia, or on the fide of Brandeburg 
and lower Saxony^ , , 

Xhe. fituation of the Pruman dominions, enables his majefty 
to form different points of attack from Magdeburg, Brandeburg^, 
and Silefia^. and his being fo much fuperior tathe eledoc. of S^* 
ony, would render all the efforts of that prince in the defence 
o£ his country vain^ It is an unhappy fituatioa ; but fuch it is*. 

Saxony* 
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Saxdny • aloiic' ^ca!rinot withftind either ' PiHiffia' or Ailftria j and 

ft 

therefore, bjr force, or perfualion, muft be made a party in every 
wstr 'hotWefeni thefe- contending rivalsi '^'ifnd as the tourttfy is 
intirely opea on ^tKc Xide/of Pruflia, he caii over- run it arid be 
at the capital, before it is pofSble for the Auftrians to bring 
an army to cover it. We think, therefore, that Saxony fhould 
unite herfelf to. the hoafe,to|* Brandeburg- In the beginning 
of the war, ysrhich. happened . at the dea.tb of Charles the uxth. 
Saxony wasconnefted with. Pruflia> and certainly fufFered no- 
thing from this connection ^ and had fhe not altered her (y{^ 
tern, it is , my opiaion /he nught have reaped ipme advantages 
i&ox;i_t^s, uoipi^. Ja the laft part of that ipar, * fhe w^as united 
with Auftria, and ^as'thjet yi&ini of it. In a few days. Saxony 
was 100;, and could not be recovered, but by the mediation of 
Bi^land^ ; and At fuok^.ternots as the yidtor :thpugbt ptpper t,^ 

The ^rto&^ftipois. of tUs hA war tonfirai^ b\M opimoa, and x 
£bew$ .the abiblttte/neccfiity of changing, her political iyftem^ 
She muft forget that ihe has been equal to the.ho^fe of Bran- 
4ebtuigf\h«t jealou^ itjuft'giyjB /way io fentiments | of felf^pre- 
ftl!y/>ti09f which Vfc ($binH:Jc»n:b^ infurod only by entering into 
ftrong and clofe conne£tii(^$-. wich PrujQ^. ' , 
. Thc.iiiteriftp of.tliw country, w .intprfea«d by many fmall 
rivers, and .tpr. s(Q infinite .©uojImpj: ypf ravin«„ generally fo. deep, 
tbsifc t^ej^ tiroiiaHx^ft ilApa^bljB.. Parallel ta the Elbe ruufl the 
Mulda;. it riies iJi„tW in<>untains called the Ertzgeburg, and 
It falls into the Elb^^ l^QV DeiTau. Its fartheft diftance from 
tto« Elbe, :;is: about tvMilv^ mil|B84 thqugl^ it is no where very 
4M^i yet a^l'lf 4tn9!-4ir9ugh a d^p > raFin^ whpfe banks ace very 
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IN ipeaking of. Bohemia andSilefiajt we have already (aid, that 
the firft is fepafatod from Saxony by a chain of mountains 
running from Egra to Pirna» and from Luface by the fame chain 
of mountain; runxiing from Pirna to Friedlaod. From thisplace,. 
Luface is fep^rated from Sileiia» by the Queifs and Bobec. In 
aU this, fo exteniive, frontier, nor indeed on that towards Bran-^ 
dcbiirg and Thuringue, can any pofition be taken, by any army 
the elei^or of Saxony can raife, fb,as to covei: his country effec- 
tually, becaufe. it is not ftroxigfr either by art, or nature* How*^ 
everji^ to preferve the capital from an enemy, coming by the way 
of Auflig from Bohemia, a camp may be taken behind the ravin 
of Ghifhubel, or further .back at Grofs Zedlitz: this indeed .is a 
refource for a few days only,, becaufe the enemy, by marching a 
cohimn on the right of the Elbe by Schandau,. may come and 
encamp on the height; near the Weiilenludch„ from whence he 
Will ,foon dcftroy Drefden, or.fqrce you .to a compofition : ilill 
^ore ufelefs would any canip in Luface be, becaufe you can 
Irom na one place there, cover that country, or any part of 
Saxony, either towards Bohemia, or on the fide of Brandeburg 
an^^ lov^er Saxony* , , 

The, fiti^ation of the Pruflian dominionSc enables his majefly 
to form different points of attack from Magdeburg, Brandeburg^. 

and Silefia^. and his being fo much fuperior ta the eledloc. of Sax- 

. • • ' ' j^ • . » ' 

ony, would render all the efforts of that prince in the defence 
o£ hia country vain.. It is an unhappy iituatioa 3 but fuch it is*. 

Saxony 
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Sax6ny • aloiic^catonot withft^nd cither ' PhifGa- or Atiftriai j and 
therefore, by force, or perfuafion, muft be made a party in every 
wkr -feotwefcrt thefe- contending rivalsi 'ifnd istsr the bourttfy is 
intirely opcii on ^thc lide/of Pruflia, he caii over- run it arid be 
at the capital, before it is ' pofGblc for the Auftrians to bring 
an amiy to cover it. We think, therefore, that Saxony fliould 
unite herfelf to. the houfe/x)!* Brandeburg.^ In. the beginning 
of the war, virhich. happened, at the dea.th of Charles the fi^th. 
Saxony wa$.conne&ed with Pruflia> and certainly fufFered nor- 
thing from this connection jl and had fhe not altered her (yf^ 
tem, it is. my opiaion /he mig^t have reaped i^ome advaqi^ges 
£roni ,t)v8, uoipi^. Ja the.laft part of that ^ar, (hp viras united 
with Auftria, and v^as'thjet vidim of it. In a few days. Saxony 
was lofi;^ and could not be recovered, but by the mediation of 
Eqgland^.and At CujOk.. terms as the yidox [thought ptpper t^ 

ioipofcw' "... . ^.-lo! '"I.I* / '! r .'/"'tt^ ••'■;• 

The Irto&^oos/of this laft war tcmfira^ but opinion, and 
fliews jthe abfolttte; neceffity* of changing, her political iyftexzu 
She muft forget that fhe has been equal to the.ho^fe of Bran- 
4ebtu)gr\het jjeaku^ Iftuft 'giyie / way .to fentiments i of felf-pre- 
l^jiJiMf which We <^in]j:iciwb^ ^^^^^ by entering into 

ftrong and clofe conneftiQ^^ w^h Ppuflw- '. 
: TheintcOAr of this coanfry. w .intprlcded by many fmall 
rivers, and .hry. do jj)gnite,9un^j: fif ravin«„ generalljt fo. deep» 
that Aey ajrcii^lav>ft ufi^a^htp.-: Parallel ta the Elbeiruua the 
Mttldas it. riie? in ..th^- mountains called the Ertzgeburg* and 
It falls into the l^lb?,,. AQar Defiau. Its fartheft diilance from 
lU« £lbfl,:>is:ii^o«t twdv^ mHpSi thc(Ugl^ it is 00 where very 
itofp*. yet a«;:i| fi4nf-thr9ug|i:a d^p,ra»in» whpfc banks ate veiy 
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WAR in GERMANY. 



CAMPAIGN of 1756^ 

TH £ king of Pruflia attempted to enter into a negotiation 
with the court of Vienna, and by that means gain time, 
by which he hoped to find fome methods of difTolving 
the confederacy s or at leaft to prevent its immediate efiedt. But, 
finding all his propoTals rejedlcd with difdain, he refolved to anti- 
cipate his enemy's defigns, and carry the war into their dominions, 
rather than wait their attacking him in his own. The poiTefiion 
of Saxohy is not only convenient, but almoft neceflkry, in order to 
invade Bohemia with fuccefs. His majefty therefore determined 
to occupy it ; he was the more confirmed in this refolution, as he 
knew the clever had tacitely concurred in all the fchemes concerted 
for his ruin, and waited only for a fure opportunity to concur alio 
in the execution. 

With this view, an army, confifting of near feventy battalions 
and eighty fquadrons, divided into three different corps, entered the 
ele<^orate on the 29th of Auguft : the right wing compofed one, 
and marched, under the command of prince Ferdinand of Bruhfwic, 
from the duchy of Magdeburg, by Hall, Leipfig, Borna, Chem- 
nitz, Priberg, and Dippoldifwalda, and thence towards Drefdcn, 
the place defigned for the rendezvous of the army. The center, 

B commanded 
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commanded by the king in peribn» compofed the feconcf corps, . 
and marched on the left of the Elbe, by Wittenberg, Torgau, 
Meiflen, and thence by KefTelfdorfF to Dreiden. The left wing 
formed the third corps, and was commanded by the duke of Bevern, 
who marched from the neighbourhood of Frankfort on the Oder, 
by Elflcrwerda, Bautzen, Stolpen, ahd Li^nen, iind tfiere gd«« 
camped on the right of the Elbe oppofittf to Pima. Thei;irhole 
PrufGan army afTembled in the neighbourhood of Drefden, on the 
6 th of September. His majefty*s intention feems to have been to* 
perfuadtf the king of Poland to join him in attacking Bohemia, or,. 
which is more probable, in cafe of a refufal, to have a pretence for 
ieizing Saxony, as it really happened foon after. 

The diipofition of the king's march in^o Saxony, we think rery. 
' fine, as there was not above 15,000 men in that country; which • 
were not ailembled, as yet, in a body ; . and, even had they been fb, 
they were ft ill inferior to either of the kuig's columns, nor could, 
they advance agalnfl: any one of them without being cut off from 
Drefden by the other two, as appears evident from the infpedlion. 
of the map.of tliat country. 

' The event confirmed the goodnefs of the difpofition; the Saxons • 
were obliged to abandon the whole country ; and at laft they united,, 
to the number of about 14,000 men, in the well-known camp of: 
Pirna. His Poliih majefty had chofen this pofition becaufe it was- 
thought impregnable ; and, as he imagined, fecured.a communi-- 
cation with Bohemia ; •from whence only he could expefl any fuc— 
cours, and where he could retire in cafe of neceifity.. 

Encouraged by thefe confiderations, he refolved to rejeft the^ 
propofals made him by the. king of Pruflia ; how honeftly we will! 

■ r 

not pretend to determine, but not wifely, as will evidently appear* 
when we come to give our obfervations on this tranfaftion. 

« 4 

m 

The- 



■ in <JE:R\cANy, . 1756; ^ 

. The king of Pru/Tia, who propofed invadingB<>hefiu^'and «;- 
.ducin^it to his obedience before the empr^fs could affenable hpr 
troops^ or any of the other confederates be in a condition to attack 
hiniy hada on his entering Saxony, ordered marfhal Sch^verin, at 
the head of an army, cbnfifting of thirty-three baitalions and fifty- 
five fquadronsy to enter that province by the way of Nachod and 
Neuiladt, But^ finding the Saxons would not come into his terms^ 
and were fo advantageouily encamped diat he could not force them^ 
be found it oecefTary to change his plan of operations. 

He did not think it fafe to penetrate into Bohemia and leave th^ 
Saxons mafters of the Elbe behind him, as he had no magazines 
in that country ; nor could he convey, what little was to be found> 
crverthofe immenfe defiles into Bohemia, not having tranfports fuf- 
fickfit for that purpoiis. For thefe reafons he refolved to reduce 
the Saxons before he advanced any further; to prevent them from 
receiving any fuccours; fecurc a paffage for himfelf, when found 
necefiary 1 and obferve the motions of the Auftrians. A confide-^ 
rable ^orps^ fixft wider the command of prince Ferdinand of Brunf*- 
wic, and afterwards under that of marihal Keith, was fent to take 
poft at JohnfdoriF in Bohemia, Marfhal Schwerin was ordered to 
keep his pofition at Aujefti oppofite to Konigfgratz. This, the 
king juftly imagined, would oblige the Auftrians to fend an army 
on that fide to oppofe his further progrefs; and, if they thus 
divided their forces, their efforts to difengage the Saxons, fhould 
they attempt it, as moft probably they wcjild, muft be much lefs 

formidable. 

'• • « 

The emprefs, either with an intention to. conceal her defigds 
-againfl: Ac* king of Prnffia 'till fbe and her allies were fufficiently 
-prepared to execute thenri^ or from the uncertain, flow, and dila- 
,tory counfels of her niiniftiy^ had not as yet affembled any confidc- 
rable force$ in Bohemia; ^wever, on the motions of the PrufTian^, 
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fhe ordered all thofc that were then in the country to form two 
camps : the fmalleft, commanded by prince Piccolomini, at Konigf* 
gratz, to oppofe Schwerin^ : the greateftj commanded by marfhal 
Brown^ at Kollin^ which wasdeftined to march as foonas pofiiblc 
to the relief of the Saxons. * 

The king encamped at Grofs Zedlitz,, In the* neighbourhood of 
Pirna : his whole care was to block, up the* SaiR>ns; and reduce 
them by famine, as^ he couftt not attack. them> with any probability 
of fuccefs. In this he fucceeded to.his wifli ; for, Befbre the end- 
of September, they were- reduced to the moft deplorable condition,. 
and in want of every thing;. 

The emprefs, informed of tfieir fituation, and knowing that it 
depended on that army, whether Bohemia or Saxony (houldbe 
made the feat of war, ordered M; Brown* to march, and attempt, 
to relieve them at any rate. Upon this the marfhal quitted his 
camp at KoUin^ and arrived the 23d of September at Budyn on the 
Egra^ in order ta be at- hand to concert meafures with the Saxons^ 
for fuccourihg them. Here he was forced to remain 'till the ^otH,, 
to wait for the artillery and pontoons, then- preparing at Vienna. 

In this fituation things continued 'till the aSth/ when his ma>- 
jefty, accompanied^ by fbme general officer^i went to marflial Ketth*a^ 
camp, in order to examine that pofition^ and change it, if any; 
motions of the enemy ihoald make it neceflacy, and then return^ 
to the camp at Prrna. But, while he was here, advice was brought 
him, that M. Brown^ having at length got* his artillery and pon- 
toons, was preparing to pafs the Egra 1 . which fhewed plainly his . 
intention of relieving the Saxons. 

The king thought he could* not fruftrate this defign more 
efFbdually, than by advancing further^ into Bohemia, and • foroe 
M. Brown back, by abattle, if ncccflTary, His majefty, therefore^. 
' ordered his Vanguard> coniiiling of eleven fquadrons, 40a. huflars. 
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fiEsd fix battalions, to march on the 29th of September from the 
camp of JohnfdorfF, "and occupy that at Tirmitz, beyond the ravin 
and river at Auflig. Being here further informed, that the enemy 
was to pafs the Egra that very day, and encamp at Lowo£tz, he* 
thought it neceflary to pa& the mountains of BafcopoL and Klet- 
chen, put the defiles behind him^. and occupy the- avenues leading 
into- the plain before M^ Brown V camp ; that he might,; without, 
difficulty, advance and attack hkn,. if he found it convenient y, and 
therefore, as feon as- the head of. the army^ which had been ordered^ 
te follow to Tirmitz, appeared, he, on the 30th in the morning, 
with. tRc vanguard,, fet out for Welmina ; where the whole army 
aniFed, without any other difficulty but the badnefs of the roads^ 
atL eight o'clock at night: . 

The king fearing the enemy would' march in the night, and. 
occuj^ the mountains . of Radoititz and Lobofch, and, by taking 
liich a pofition^ not^ only mak6 . it. impoflible. to attack them, . but: 
fcrce his majefly to fait back to^Auflig,. which could* not be done 
without the utmofl difficulty^, he refumed- bis match;. pafTed the- 
tavin,. and' occupied the mountains* on. the other fide ;; the van-- 
gu^rd in Cl.C* and. the, reft of the: army in G. G*. where they 
remained: thei whole night, in the order they had marched; it: 
being too late to camp,, and the more. f6 as the grouiid^ had. not: 
been fufficiently reconnoitred L 

The firfl of Odober, in the momihg, tfie Pruflian army, con?- 
filing of.'iixty.-five fquadrons^ twenty-fix.battalions, and 102 pieces 
of cannon,^ was^ formed in: h I; die infantry, in two lihes^ and the 
cavalry in three,, behind:; as: well Tor: want of ground^ as from its< 
nature^, which« rendered it iinpropiBr:'for: cavalry to a£t in. 

Th£ right wing of the infantry was' pofted in the village: of " 
Radoititz, at the foot of a hill of the fame name.^ Be&re^thi^ is^^ 
afi&therhillr called the Homolkaberg, whicb^ Uiough much low wr 
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tthan the former, is however fo high that it commands all the pld 
iunderneath> as far as the village of Sulowitz. The king afterwards 
ladvanced his right wing to this hilU and placed a battery of heavy 
tcannon upon it. 

The center occupied the valley formed by that mountain and 
the Lobofchberg, on which the left wing was pofted: this laft 
mountain is prodigioufly high and Aeep^ and runs into the plain, 
almoft to Lowofitz« The ikle of it is covered with vineyards, 
which are feparated by ftone walls ; in thefe M. Brown had pofted 
fome thoufand Croats, who were fuftained by feveral battalions of 
Hungarian infantry ; K. K. parallel to thefe mountains, and at 
.fome few hundred yards diftant from the foot of them, runs a 
fnarfhy rivulet, which in many places ipreads itfdf in the plain, 
and forms feveral large lakes ; between this rivulet and the hills, 
on which the PruiHan army was formed, runs alio a very deep 
ravin, from Sulowitz to Lowofitz^ ' The only paffes over this rivu- 
let and ravin are at thefe two villages, and over a narrow ftone 
bridge between them. The ground behind this rivulet rifes a 
little, particularly towards Sulowitz $ on this the Auftrian army 
B. B- confifting of feventy-two iquadrons, j&fty-two battalions, and 
ninety^eight pieces of cannon, was pofted^ It was fi^rmed in two 
lines, and a corps de referve : the infantry was in the center, and 
the cavalry on the wings, as ufual ; that on the right, howeveif, 
n little before the aAion began, marched forwards, and occupied 
the plain N. N« on the left of the village of Lowofitz, L. L. 
M. Brown had ordered this village to be fortified, and had placed 
fome of his beft infiantry in it, with a prodigious quantity of 
artillery* He had likewife raifed a large battery, and fome re- 
doubts, on the plain before it. By this means he * thought he 
had rendered his fight inattackable ; his center, and left, cove- 
red by tlie n\arihy riviUet, and the ravin above«aentioried,.'w^fip 

in 
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SI reality fo 5 and therefore he rcfolvcd to wait the eyeot in that 
pofitioD. 

As to the king's difpofition we have nothing to fay ; excepting 
that from the beginning he ought to have placed his- cavalry in the 
center, from Lobofchberg to Rinitz ; this would have enabled him 
to leavcf more infantry upon the Homolka mountain, and* to have 
reinforced (till more his left, where he propofed making his chief 
dFort. From this pofition he mi^ht have fuftained thofe fquadrons 
he fent to attack the enemy's horfe,. whereas they could be of no 
ufe behind the infantry,^ as they could not, in that iituation, pro** 
te<ft it, in cafe they were repulied at Lowoiitz.. 

The king's aftivity in marching from JohnfdorfF to Welmina' 
ihews he knew how important it was to put the defile behind^ 
him; a general maxim, > when you advance towards an enemy,* 
which we prefume to recommend,, for reai^ons too obvious, in our' 
opinion, to require an. explanation.. 

The Auftrians (hoold, we think, have Cent fome heavy artillery. 
op. the right> of the Elbe,* and have placed a battery, as we have 
xaeprefented in the plan; this wouldliave taken the Pruilian infant- 
try in flank,, while they advanced through the plain, ^ from the 
Lobofchberg, to attack Lowofitz« . Why the Auftrian horfc pafled^ 
the ravin to attack the^ Pruilians in Q^Qj^ we cannot conceive; aa« 
it could not fervc any, purpofe whatever.^ 

The aSion ^ b^un, > about feven in the morning, between the 
Pruiiian'^ left wing, and the troops which M.- Brown had ported - 
in the Lobofchberg;: and was fuftained by an irregular fire, with* 
out any oonfiderable advantage on either fide 'till near i z o'clock : 
Aen the day, which had. been fo foggy that nothing could be dif-- 
ttnguifhed at the diftance of a hundred yards, began to clean up. • 
A large body of Auftrian horfe N. N. was difcovered in th^ plain 
1i3^L6wofitz, af well as fome Jbfantry in and about- that villager^* 

audi 
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^nd at the redoubts and battery. As no regular line appeared then, 
the king thought it was only the rear-guard ; and he was the more 
jieriuaded of ^this, ^ecaufe^ from fome motions heard the night 
before, in the enemy'^ camp, he imagined the army had either 
paiTed the Elbe at Leutmeritz* or was retired back to the old 
camp at Budyiu To be certain, however, he ordered a regiment 
of dragoons and fame horfe O. O. to pafs through the intervals of 
the infantry and attack that cavalry. They did fo in C^Q;. and 
drove them back beyond the ravin : in purfuing them, they ad- 
vanced fo far, that they were expofed to a heavy cannonade from 
Lowoiitz and Sulowitz, and it was with great difficulty and lofs 
that they could retire under the protection of their infantry in R. 
from whence they were commanded to refume their firil portion 
behind the line. 

By this time the fog was intirely diffipated, and the Auflriait 
army appeared very clearly, in the pofition we have fhewn in the 
annexed plan. 

The king, having examined it for fome time, judged the right 
to be the weakeft for many reafons, and chiefly, by its being com- 
manded from the Lobofchberg. He therefore ordered his fecond 
line to enter into the firfl, with the cavalry in the center, that he 
might extend his front and occupy the Homolka andXoboichberg 
in force : this being foon executed, the whole army marched, in- 
dining ^ways to the left ; from whence he propofed making his 
attacks This left being reinforced, and proteded by the fire of a 
very nupierous and well-ierved artillery, advanced down the Lo* 
bofchberg towards Lowofitz, and with great eafe drove the Croats 
K. K. though fupported by the bell of the Auflrian infantry, out 
of the vineyards into the plain ; this will appear very natural fronx 
the defcription we have given of this mountain, which overlooked 
the vineyards in fuch a manner, that the troops placed in them 

could 
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<coQld not raife their Jieads high enough to dired their (hot at the 
Pruflians while they -came down, and confequcntly made but a 
feetde refinance. 

M. Brown fent feveral battalions of his heft infantry from his 
right to fuftain them in the mountains.; and general Lacy, who 
commanded them, made iev.eral Tigorous^ but fruitlefs, attacks at 
the foot of .the .mountain, in one .of which he was wounded. At 
Jaft iie was convinced it was needlefs to renew the attempt^ and 
therefore fell back towards Lowofitz^ 

The Pruflians, being now quite mafters of the Lobofchberg, 
-were ordered lo halt at the foot of it, in order to reform .the line, 
^^'ich had heen a little difordered, as well by the ajftion itfelf, as 
by the irregularity and difficulty of the ground, and to bring up 
the artillery : a precaution fo neccflary, that the negleft of it has 
very often been the caufe of the Jofs of manj battks wliich might 
have been won. 

As foon as they were formed, they advanced in feveral lines S. S. 
towards Lowofitz, keeping their left clofe to the Elbe to avoid the 
fire of the battery L. .L. the right ftill continued on the Homolka 
mountain : hy this difpofition the enemy's left and center were 
prevented from attempting any thing on that fide, and the king 
was enabled to withdraw his left without danger, if it was repulfed 
at Lowofitz : which indeed was not very jjrobable j becaufe, from 
the fituation of the^ground, he could reinforce it with greater faci- 
lity, and in much lefs time, than the enemy could his right : con- 
fequently could .bring a greater number of men into aftioji, at the 
fanvJ time, which generally muft decide the fate of it 

Marshal Brown, believing that the viftory depended on his 
being able to keep Lowofitz, threw almoft his whole right wing 
into it, and about it ; the adtion therefore was here, long and 
xAiUnate ; at length hpwever it was determined in favour of the 

C Pruflians, 



f ruffiaiTS^ and chiefly by the help of their artillery, which had ftt 
the village on fife^ This circuftiftance, and the want of grouncj 
to form upon, put the AuArians in confufion ; and, as they could 
not be fuAained by a proper line fof want of room, the communi- 
cations not having been made broad enough ta permit three or 
four battalions to march up in front to fupport them, they were 
forced to abandon it, and fall back with precipitation on their 
cavalry.* 

Marshal Brown, feeing his right wing forced, ordered his left 
to advance through the village of Sulowitz W, W. and attack the- 
enemy's right :. this they attempted to execute,, but in vaki f a 
fmall number only of the infantry coidd pafs th^ village f and thoft 
were unable to form on the other fide under the fire of a numerous 
heavy artillery, which played on them from the battery on tier 
Homolka mountain, within a few hundred yards of the damm over* 
which they were to pafs the marfhy rivulet at Sulowitz : the few 
who had pafled were therefore obliged to fall back inftantly into 
the village, which they repaflbd in confufion, as many houfes were 
already on fire. 

This attempt of the marfliars was too unreafonabFe to have 
been undertaken with any other view, as we think, than merely 
to draw the enemy's attention that way, and gain, time to put his . 
tight in ibme order, and. facilitate a retreat. 

This he executed in a maflerly manner, V. V. Hie ordfered his- 
center and left to make a movement to the right, by which they 
occupied the ground, in the. inftant the right quitted it, behind? 

Lowofitz.. 

*' When a viHage is intended tD be ilpyoited, the retrenchment- mail be fe|>arated 6010 ^ 
the Koufes by an interval, foffident for the troops to form in^ between the hottfes and rfr- 
trenchments $ and the village muft be cleared bdkind, that you may march two or more- 
battalions in front, otherwife yon cannot defend it ; the inftant 'tis put on fire you moA 
abandon it in fuch confufion as ibmetimes communicates to the whole line* 
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Lowofitz. This infantry^ foftained by the right wing of the ca-* 
valry^ covered the retreat fo effedttolly, that no attempt was made 
to trouble it. 

The marfliai took a new pofition a little Hirther bacic : die left 
and center continued at fome diftance behind the madhjr rivulets^ 
and the right formed an angle with the line^ having the front to- 
wards the plain, behind Lpwolks and the Elbe, So that the enemy 
could not pais through Lowofitz aj^d form on the plain, with his 
rear immediately on the Elbe, under the fire of a numerous artiU 
lery; and the lefs fo; as, to form fuch a line^ hi? battarlions and 
£juadrons muft have prefented their ilank in marching to take up 
their ground. 

These reafons induced# or rather forced, the king to remain 
fatisfied with the advantage he had gained, and keep his line 
rbehind Lowofitz, X* X. While marflial Brown continued in this 
pofition^ the king had by 'no means dFe<Sted his defign . The z6tion 
was not any ways deciiive, and therefore had not made it impof- 
fibJe for M. Brown to attempt the relief of the Saxons* He was 
now juft as much in a condition to undertake it as before the 
aftion, his lofe having b?en inferior to that of the Pruffiansi nei- 
ther could the king attack him with any probability of fuccefs, as 
he muft, in pafling the marfhy rivulet, expofc his army to thofe 
difficulties which M* Brown had» by experience, found unfur« 
mountablc* 

From this Very cmbarraffing Situation his tnajefty's fuperior 
talents extricated him. He fent the duke of Bevern with a large 
body of horfe and foot to Tfchiikovitz, as if he propofed turning 
the enemy's left fiank» and hemm them in between the Elbe and 
the Egra. This manoeuvre had its dcfired cfFeft. Marfhal Brown, 
fearing the event, haftened to repafs this laft river, and occupy his 
old camp at Budyn, which he did without any lofs. 

C 2 Thc5 
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Thus ended the battle of Lowofitz, which begun at 7 o'clock^. 
and ended at three. Both parties ckim the viftory. It mud how- 
ever be confeflfed that the Pruflians have the beft right to it, if. we 
judge from the confequences of the adion, which is the. only cer- 
tain rule to go by in fimilar cafes. 

The Auftnans did certainly intend te dilengage the Saxons, and 
with that: view advanced to Lowofltz. The king could have no • 
other objeft in view than to prevent their executing this plan«. 
This end was obtained by the battle of Lowofitz, and the fubfe- 
quent maneeuvres, which forced. the Auft'rians back behind thc- 
Egra^ and fo hindered them from undertaking any thing of confe-- 
quence for the relief of their friends the Saxons. Had the Pruflians . 
gained a more compleat vidtory, they would have been enabled to ♦ 
take their winter quarters in Bohemia. , 

T.tiE lofs of the Auftrians on this occaiion amounted to 1 9 officers, « 
420 private men, killed: 105 officers, 1729 men, wounded *: . 71 1- 
miffing, at taken prifoners : and 475 horfes killed and^ wounded : . 
in all, 2984. • Among the d6ad was count R'adicati>* lieutenant: 
general of horfe, who commanded the right wing.;. Among thie 
wounded and miffing was major general prince Lobowitz, and*, 
many field officers. Among the many who Aflinguifhed them- 
felves> Marfhal Browny in his letter to thie emprefs, takes parti- 
cular notice of general Odon^U,-!* who, after the death* of Radicati, . 
commanded the right wing of the cavalry, prince L6wenflein, . 
Lacy, &c. &c. . The lofs of the Pruffians, in the cavalry, amounted . 

to> 

^ Count RadicatI Was born iii Piemont. Iii 1739 ^^ ^^ lieutenant colonel In Vernes's 
IioHe ;* wounded at the battle of Grotzica; in 1740 was made a colonel; in 1745 a major 
gencial ; in 1751 he obtained a regiment; and in 1754. a lieutenant general. He had tho. 
reputation of a good officer, and particularly for his talents in exerdfing the troops. 

t Count Odonell is bom of a very good family in Ireland : he was for fome time lieu* 
tenant colonel in Olloae's dragoons ; in 1742 a colonel of Baleyra's ; in 1746 a major gene« 
j:al, as a recompence for his bravery andxondud at ihe battle of Parma. In the expedition 

againft: 
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to II officers, 281 private men, killed: 28 officers, 424 men, 
wounded: 8 officers, ^38 private men, prifoners. In the infantry, 
5 officers, 423 men,, killed: 53 officers, 1374 men, wounded: 
5 officers, 458 men, taken prifoners. In. all, 3308. Among the 
dead were major generals Oertzen,* LuderitZj-f* and Quadt.j; And 
among the wounded was lieutenant general Kleift,.|l who. died iboii. 
after of his wounds. 

Marshal Brown, having failed ih his attempt to relieve tKe^ 
Saxons on the left of the Elbe,, refolved to try his fortune on thr 

right., 

againft Prorence he commanded a detached ^<€orps witH repatadon.. Ih this battle he com- 
manded the right wiog duriag the greateft part of the adion, and diflinguilhed himfelf* 
very much, for which he had a regiment given him, and was made a lieatenant general.^ 
We fhaH have occafion.to, mention this^g^ntlemai^X)ften, in. the courfe of. this work, with . 
great applaofe* 

* Thii gendnnan-was major geseral'of h'or(e:.he''hWih' his- youth (ludied at Halfe, in* 
Saxony : he was a*long time a ftandard'beafen and fabalter in the gens d'armes ; in 1725 a . 
captain of horfe; in 1739 a majoc; in 1741 a.Iieutenax>t colonel : and having diftinguifhed. 
himfelf at the battle of Soor-he had the ordre ponr le merite; in 1745 was a colonel; in: 
1750 a major 'general ( ih i75z*had a regiment given him : at this battle he-jeceiwd tha'r 
wounds in the .head^ of which he diiedrthe next day. 

t Major general ^I«(ideriiz wa» born. ia. 1699.^ In 1715 was amnnder officer ih thcPotf* 
dam guard; in 17 19 a cornet; in 1725 a captain of horfe; in 1740 a major; in 1743 a 
Ueatenant colonel,- and^diftingnifted himfelf ver^r much at the -battler of Hohenfriedberg 
and Keflelfdorff'; ih 1745. a colonel; in 1752 a major general. His body was tore Jto pieces . 
by- a cannon ball. . 

t Baron Quadt was in 1728 amajor; ih 1736 a lieatenant colonel^ in j 743 a colonel ; ; 
HI 1747 a major general ; and then obtained a regiments ^ 

II Lieatenant general Kleift wai bornin 1688^ In 170a he waa axadct«$ ih ifoS-'Wounded', 
3tt the foot, which left the bone crooked for ever after ; foon after he went into the Palatiar 
fenrice, and ferved the war in Flanders 'tiU the peace Jn 1712; da 17 16 he returned into 
the Pniffian icrvicet in 1724 was made a major; in 1729 he went as volunteer to Corfica;. 
m 1738 was lieuteaant colonel; in J742 a colonel,' and was in almoft alt the aftions of that- 
war in Silcfia; in 1745 a major general; ia 1747 had a regiment; in i755.a Jieutenanti 
general. In the battle of Lowofuz. he was wounded.^ .he continued, however on horfcback>^ 
without binding his wounds, 'till 4 o'clock'. Soon after the king gave him the order -of ihoi 
Uack. eagle. He died of Jiis wounds in January foUowing^at Drcfden^. 
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Tight. It was agreed that the Saxons (hould pafs the Elbei the 
1 1 th of Oftober in the night, near Konigflein ; and th^t the mar- 
^al fhould attack the Pruilians at Ratmanfdorff and Borfdorff the 
1 2th in the morning, while the Saxons did the fame on their fide« 
Accordingly he, at the head of about 8000 men, pafTed the Elbe 
near Raudnitz, and marched by Neuiladtel, Roaiburg, and Hanf-- 
pach, and arrived at Lichtenhayn, where he encamped, waiting to 
hear the Pruffians and Sajoons engaged, (which he knew muft hap«* 
pen the inilant thefe laft |>aAed the Elbe) that he might likewife 
enter into afition, and execute his part of the concerted plan. 

The weather had been fo remarkably rainy and ftormy, that the 
Saxons could not efFeft their paflage over the Elbe 'till the 13th at 
four o'clock in the mornings md then with much difficulty and 
lofs of timjB. This gave the Pruffians an oppwtunity of reinforcing 
all their pofts on the right of the Elbe, fo that the Saxons found 
themfelves oppofed by forces jnuch fuperior to whai they expected. 
Th? ground on the right fide of the Elbe, about Pirna and Kdnig-- 
ilein, is interfered by high mountains, covered with thick woods ; 
they are feparated by deep r^ivins, formed by the riun in autumn, 
and by the melting fnow in the beginning of fununer ; there are 
confequently very few prafticable roads. Thefe the Pruffians had 
occupied; and fortified, with the utmoft care, by retrenchments, 
abattis, &c. 

Among thefe great mountains is the Lilienftein, extreincly high, 
and fo near the Elbe, that there is no room to fona upQn betweem 
the foot of it and the banks of the river j and only one very narrow 
road. 

The Saxons pafied the Elbe oppofite tQ diis Qioimtain, and en- 
deavoured to form I but the want of room did not permit it ; and 
therefore they lay together in confufion, on and about a fmall emi- 
»e»ce, near the village of Ebenheit. From this fituation, fur- 
rounded 
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rfotmded by every difficulty which art and nature could oppofc, it 
was juftly, as we think, judged impoflible for^ them to ex'tricate 
themfdtves. 

The Pruflians, in the mean time, had entered the camp of Pirna 
early in the morning of the 13 th, where they found- the rear-guard ' 
©f the Saxons, and moft of the baggage ; both fell into their hands, 
the bridge having been broke before any confiderable part of them 
could j[)afs : deftitute of every refource, extenuated with, hunger 
and cold, having been under arms from the 1 2tK at. night 'till the 
14th in the mornings deprived of all hopes of being fuccoured by 
M. Brown, who now informed them of his being only at Lichten- 
hayn, and that he could not* advance any nearer, it was refolved to 
capitulate; he,, on his part, having waited above two days without 
receiving any. intelligence from the Saxons, thought it ncceflary to 
provide for his own fafety, and therefore retired. He loft no more 
than 200 nien in his retreat, which was trifling, if we confider that 
Be might have been cut off entirely, had the Pruflians,. encampedi 
at Lowofitz, been a little more vigilant; becaufe they might have, 
paflfed the Elbe, behind him,^ near Lowofitz, or Leutmeritz.. 

During this tranfa<flion the king ^rrived, the 14th in the morn- 
ing, at his army in Saxony, and, after much negotiating, a treaty 
was concluded with the king of Poland on the 18 th,. by which it^ 
was ftipulated, that the Saxon army fhould difperie, and engage- 
not to ferve againft the king of Pfufliai who was to remain mafter 
of Saxony; and that the king of Foland^. iHould have.lestvc to retire 
lAtQ that kingdom. 

The king of PruiSa having thus accomplifhod his defigns, fbr~ 
this campaign, ordered his armies- to quit Bohemia.. This was 
accordingly done before the end of the month. That commanded: 
By marihal Schwerin fell back into Sikfla, and cantoned on the 

ftontiers ef Bohoaaia from Zuckmantel to Oreiffenberg. That 

under.* 
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under the king cantoned in Saxony^ and formed a chain from Egra 
to Plrna, and from thence through Luface, as far as the Quciis, 

Thus ended the campaign of 1756^ which lafted only two 
months ; the tranfa<5tions of it however juflly demand our atten* 
tion, as well for the reputation of the generals^ as for the impor- 
tance of its event ; we fliall therefore give our obfervations on the 
.one, and the other. 

The king of Pruffia feems to have committed fomc faults^ both 
as a politician, and as a general. He had known^ a long time be- 
fore he entered Saxony^ that a formidable confederacy was forming 
againft him ; and yet it does not appear that he ever attempted to 
make any alliance to counterballance it, and renxler its effedt vain ; 
which, cojifidering the great afcendency he had acquired in Europe, 
he might prohably have done. 

He confided too. much in himfelf, and had too defpicable an 
opinion of his enemies, which might, and indeed ought, naturally 
tp have proved fatal to him^ 

The jncxt fault that occurs is, that he did not begin the war in 
1755, or at Icaft in April 1756; he was then as well prepared, as 
in the month of Auguft, when he entered Saxony; whereas his 
enemies were infinitely lefs fb,* 

His negotiating with the king of Poland, before and after he 
entered Saxony, we believe, was intended only to amufe that prince, 
and prevent him from taking any meafures that might obftrudl or 
xetard his operations againfl the Auflrians^ who no doubt were the 

only 

* We tliinlt it a general xale that yoa onght to begin the campaign ar f(K>n a« poilible; 
becaufe, if you are on the offcnfive, yon will have time to execute whatever you have pro- 
pofed to do: if on the defenfive, 'tis no lefs neceiTary to enter into the field as foon as pof- 
£ble ; bccaufe, if you are beforehand with the enemy, you conAime the forage, and deftroy 
the country from whence be is to live. Add, that you gain time, and make him lofe the 
4^impaigi» in <iriving you out of his couniiy ; and* wheji he has effedled it, 'ps ioo late 19 
jftndcfUkc any thing agaiaft your's. 
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ofily obje<5l of his projefts at this time. Our reafons for this opi- 
nion arc, that, by the tenor and manner of this negotiation, there 
does not appear the lead tendency to a compofition, but on con- 
dition of his remaining mafter of Saxony, and of that army being 
difperfed, which no doubt he was refolvcd to accomplifli, that he 
might proceed to invade Bohemia with greater hopes of fuccefs. 

Whether we confider this tranfaftion in a political, or a mili- 
tary light, it will appear to have been a prudent and wife meafure. ^ 
He knew too much of the fentiments of the Saxon court, witli 
regard to himfelf, and of the part they took in the confederacy 
formed againft him, to confide in any offers they made him. He 
could not prudently leave an army of 14,000 men behind him. 
For, though the king of Poland promifed to difperfe them, he 
could whh cafe aflemble them, and augment them at pleafure; 
and foon be in a condition to jnake the Prulfian monarch repent 
of his imprudence. 

The pofTeffion of Saxony, confidcred in a military light, is of 
fo much confequence, that it is not pofliblc to attack the cmprefs, 
on that fide of her dominions, with the leaft probability of fuccefs, 
without it. Being extremely rich and populous, an army of 40,000 
men can be raifed and maintained by this eleftorate. Magazines 
may be formed on the Elbe, from whence an army in Bohemia 
may be abundantly fupplied ; and, by its pofition, if you are mafter 
of Silefia, you furround Bohemia in fuch a manner, that you foroc 
the emprefs to feparate her armies into fo many divifK)ns, that fhe 
cannot oppofe your entering that country, any where, with fuccefs, 
as appears from the wars carried on there at different times : whereas, 
if you are not mafter of Saxony, you can enter Bohemia on the fide 
of Silefia only. This enables the emprefs to unite, in fome meafure, 
her forces, which are effedlually covered by Olmutz and Prague, 
when forced to fall back ; from whence they cover Auftria ; and 
A D in 
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in this cafe the king of Pruflia muft always leave an army ©n the 
Lower Elbe> to cover his own dominions on that fide, left the 
cledlor of Saxony, by force ar perfuafion> (hould be induced to* 
join the Auftrians. 

For thcfe reafons we think the invafion of Saxony was a wife 
meafure> how far it may be confiftent with juftice, thofe, wha 
are better acquainted with the laws of nations than wc are^ muft 
determine. 

From what has been (aid,, it (eems that the king of Fruflia 
committed a capital faulty in not having marched into Bohemia^ 
the moment he faw the Saxons determined to defend their camp 
at Pirna^ and rejeA the terms which he propofed ^ becaufe he muft 
certainly know that the Auftrian army was not aflembled in any 
coniiderable numbers ; and that it wanted artillery and ftores ; that 
it was pofted at foch a diftance as made it impoflible for M. Brown 
to oppofe his entering into Bohemia, or flop his pcogrefs when he 
ihould be there ; and therefore would fall back on the Dftnube^ if 
pufhed, as well to cover the capital, as to iecure his commani«» 
cation with the troops he expeAed from Flanders, Italy,, and 
Hungary. His majefty therefore would have found Bohemia 
abandoned; and> during the winter^ he might with eaie have 
reduced Prague and Olmutz ; both which places being then quite 
unprovided^ and incapable of oppofing any coniiderable cefiftance* ^ 

The conqueft of thefe two places would have enabled his majeft]r 
to begin the next campaign in Moravia» at leaftj^ and perhaps on 
the Danube; with the ficge or blockade of Vienna: from whence 
he might, without any rifk, have fent a confiderable corps on the 
frontiers of Hungary; and the army> deftined to guard Saxony^, 
into the empire, between the fources of the Main and the Upper 
Danube. The firft would have hindered the emprefs from rec^iying 
tny fuccours from tfaofe countries ; and the laft would effedhially 

preveoi^ 
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prevent thofe princes, Who were his enetnies, from uniting agtinil 
him ; encourage thofe who favoured him $ overawe the French ia 
Alface, and on the Main ; and raife fuch contributions a« would 
have recruited and maintained his armies. Had his majeily taken 
thefe ftepjs* he would have cut off all communication with 
Flanders and Hungary ; and even with the Tyrol, if the army, 
which I fuppoie in the empire, fent a ftfong corps to occupy PafTau 
and its cafUe, at the confluent of the Inn and the Danube; one of 
the rooft important pofls on that river; which cuts off all commu- 
nication between Vienna and tlic empire, overawes Upper Auftria^ 
as well ^as the Tyrol, The few rcfourccs left her imperial majefty 
would have been foon exhaufled. 

Marshal Bellcifle, on the death of Charles VL formed a plan 
for dividing his dominions* 

The Freiu:h and Bavarians were to march down the Danube, 
through Upper Auilria, to Vienna. The Prufliana and Saxons 
were to e&ter Bohemia, and, having reduced it, proceed to Vienna 
likewife. 

In the firft campaign the French and Bavarians entered Upper 
Auftria, which they laid under contribution to the gates of Vienna* 
The Prufiians and Saxons conquered Bohemia ; and nothing could 
have prevented the entire and compleat execution of M. Belleiile'6 
plan, but the ignorance of fbme of the chiefs, the weaknefs of 
cardinal Fkury, and the divifions among the allies. 

The king of Pruilia being mailer of all the places on the Elbe, 
by leaving a fmall corps to watch the camp of Pima, he made it 
impof&ble for the Saxons to undertake any thing againfl him* 
Suppofing they quitted their camp/ thev could not fubfifl in 
Saxony, having neither places nor magazines of any kind ; being 
at the fame time continually harrafled by the corps, which we 
iuppofe, left there to obfcrve them : much lefs ctfuld they advance 
' D z into 
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into Bohemia, in ordfcr to joirr the Auftrians ; becaufe they would 
find themfelves incfofed between the king's army, and the corps: 
left in Saxony. In the end, therefore, they muft have diiperfed 
of themfelves.. 

His forces at this time were numerous, and he might with cafe 
have. brought 110,000 men into the field; 20,000 of which were 
more than fufficient to block up efFedlually the Saxons in their 
camp at Pirna^ as appeared from the faft itfelf ; for there was no 
more under prince Maurice when they were forced to capitulate. 
The remaining 90,000 were certainly more than fufiicient to drive 
the Auftrians to the Danube.. 

As the army under M. Schwerin was far fuperlor to that undtr 
prince Piccolomini, and better provided with artillery, we think 
he ought to have attacked him ; and, if he thought the camp of 
Konigfgratz too ftrong, he might leave him there, and march, on 
the right of tha Elbe, towards Brandeift, or even approach- Prague* 
This manoeuvre would infallibly force M. Brown to quit his pofi** 
lion on the Egra, and fall back to cover that place.. M.. Schwerin 
rifk'd nothing By this motion, Becaufe Piccolomini was too weak 
to execute any folid' enterprise in Silefia r and, as to- fubfiftanco, 
the marflial could never be in want; the country, being very fruit- 
ful, would have furniflied. him abundantly.. Had what we here 
propofe been executed, the Auftrians muft have abandoned the 
circles of Saatz, Lcutmeritz, Buntzlau,, and Konigfgratz^, in order 
to affemble their forces about Prague, and keep open their com- 
municatioa with the Danube ; and, if we confider the very bad 
ft ate of that army, it is probable they would have been: forced back 
as far as Moravia : Co that the king, even without coming- to an 
action, would have been mafter of the greateft part of Bohemia, 
and have taken his winter quarters in that kingdom, Befides, the 

Saxons^ 
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Saxons^ on feeing their friends forced back, Vfould not have pre- 

fumed to make any ftand in the camp of Pirna. 

: As to the Auftrians, they feem to have cortnlitted many faults^ 

tnd thefe fuch capital ones, as mtght have decided the fate of 

their empire, had the king of Pruflia taken the meafurei^ olrczdy 

indicated. 

It was vrell known, even in the month of June, that the king; 
intended attacking the Auftrian dominions. From the motions 
then made in the duchy of Magdeburg' and the adjoining country^ 
it was more than probable that part of his troops would marcb 
through Saxony. This fhould have determined' the Auftrians to 
fend an arany there, in order to fuftain the Saxons in that country, 
or at Icaft facilitate their retreat into Bohemia., This being neg- 
lected, they fhould hav& occupied the* defiles as far as the ravin of 
Ghifliubel, and thofe by Altjcnbcrg, by which a communication 
with the Saxons was kept open. Half the troops dien in Bohemia; 
pofted properly in thofe mountains, would have made it impoflibfe 
for the Pruilians either to reduce the: Saxons,, or to penetrate int^ 
Bohemia^ 

The reft of the arrays defftned^ to aft on Ais fide, fhould have 
encamped any where between the Egra and the abovementioned* 
defiles, and have thrown bridges ovep the Elbe, in order to fend 
their light troops,, on the nght of that river,, as far as Schandau 
and Mohenftein. 

* ■ 

This would have forced the king- to* fall' back to Drefdem The 
aext campaign the feme difficulty would have occurred ; and there- 
forcy at laft,. he muft have renounced to the hopes of entering Bo*- 
hernia on that fide ; left an army to guard Saxony ; and limit his 
operations to the fide of Silefk only. By thus- fccuring the moun- 
tains with 20,000 Auflrians,. and the 14,000 Saxons, they eould 
always enter Saxony, and probably re-occupy it,, confidering thar 
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the army of the empire could aflemble on die Satla» tn4 with Mft 
penetrate into that country by Voightland» on the Pruffians ri^bc 
flank ; who, not being covered by any fortrefi cm that fidi^ muft 
fall back towards Wittemberg, and perhaps farther down. Thia 
furni(hed an opportunity of retaking all the places gn the Elbe i 
and of fending a corps, through Luface, into the marquiiate oi^^ 
Brandeburg. The pofition of GroflenhayB cuts off all communis 
cation between Silefia and Saxony» and rendered that between Stfefit 
and Brandeburg precarious ; becauie the light troops, fuftained by 
the army at GrofTenhayn, could have made incucfions as far as cho 
Oder. Piccolomini's corps, if properly pofted, was ftnmg enough 
to oppofe Schwerin, and prevent his undertaking any thing of Qon-. 
fequencei which probably he had no intention to do» while thp 
king was hindered from entering Bohemia. 

Having n^gle<fted to occupy die defiles leading to Pima» it 
became impoffible to relieve the Saxons, at leaft on the left of the 
Elbe ; becaufe twelve or fifteen battalions, which the king pofted 
any where between Lowofitz and Pirna, could not be forced by 
an attack on their front i and, if you attempted to turn their right 
wing> by fending a corps over the mountains at Altcnberg, it is fo 
hr off that the enemy might, either from his troops in Bohemia, 
or from thofe in Saxony, anticipate you. We cannot, therefore, 
conceive why marshal Brown did not occupy fome of thefe defiles, 
as, in our opinion, the fuccefs of this campaign, and perhaps of 
the war, depended on this flep. 

Since thefe precautions were not taken, it was certainly in vain 

to attempt any thing on that fide of the Elbe. The only thing 

remaining to be done, in our opinion, was to have left 20,oo0 

men in the camp at Budyn ; with a corps, compofod chiefly of 

light troops, to pufh into the mountains beyond Lrowofitr, and 

into thofe of Alteiiberg, to draw the Pfuflians attention that way 4 

and 
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^vA with the remiainder pais on the right, (leaving fome tiling to 
oiafk die brk^.at Leutmeritz, and obferve the enemy in the 
mountains, between Lowofitz and Auflig) and march on that fide 
to Sdbandau and Hohedfteii), and attack the Pruilians poiled at 
Rotnumfiiorff, and on the Lilienftein. 

THBSdt po£kfl were very weak on that fide, and fortified only 
towards the £lbe» tb oppofe the Saxons, and therefore could not 
\asn cdkfted one ioAant i efpecially if, at the ikme time, the Saxons 
made smy confiderable effoitt* By this ntanosuvre the cammuni* 
cation would have been eafily opened ; and th« PrufTians on that 
fidte, if puffued with vigour, could not have retired without lofs^ 
htfnmg Qo more than one bridge, at Pirna, by which they could be 
£sccoured ; on which a £dfe attack might have been made through 
the fbreft of Lohmen, as well to prevent fuccours, as to alarm the 
Pruffians; this probably would have made them abandon their 
•ther pofts^ for fear of loiing their communication with the army 
encamped on the other fide of the Elbe* 

TftE junftibn with the Saxons being once efifedted, and all the 
fight of dxe Elbe, as far as Pirna, occupied by the Auftrians> his 
m^eiiy mxxSt have fallen back * inftantly into Saxony, or have 
periihed in the mountains with cold and hunger. 

Marshal Brown rifqued nothing by this manosuvre^ as the 
king, with the fmalt army he had then in Bohenna, would not 
have pre&imed to pafs the Egim and attack the 20,000 men left 
there ; becauie,, by fuch an attempt, he would give the Auilrian 
general an opportunity of repafiing the Elbe, and occupy the defiles 
behind hkn, relieve the Saxons, and probably reduce his majefly 
to^ t&e melancholy neceffity of feeing^ his own army and that of 
prince Maurice,^ thus iepacafied^ beat in detail. 

He attempted, as we have faid, to relieve the Saxons with 8000 
Iktvk QStXj^ and could not fucceed« 

We 
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We now come to examine the battle itfelf, wherein the condudfc 
of M. Brown does not feem^ by any means, equal to the reputation 
he had acquired. 

From the defcription we have given of the ground, it appears 
evident, that the marihal could not poilibly obtain any other ad^ 
vantage, than perhaps to repulfe the enemy ; wliich, from the bad 
choice of his camp, was very improbable. But, even fuppofing 
he had beat him back as far as the vineyards on the Lroboichberg, 
he certainly could never have forced him from thence, and from 
the Homolka mountain ; becaufe, to form thefe two attacks, he 
muft have filed through the villages of Lowofitz and Sulowitz, 
and have formed between thofe villages and the mountains upon 
which the Pruffian army, with above loo pieces of cannon, was 
pofted, and in many places within mufket-fhot of the ground 
where the Auftrians muft have formed. I appeal therefore to 
all military gentlemen, whether in thefe circumftances fuch a 
mancEuvre was poflible. 

Add to this, that the king, though repulfed, could without any 
danger have fent a ftrong corps on M. Brown's left, which would 
have rendered his communication with the Egra fo precarious, that 
he muft have fallen back behind, that river, as it really happened 
the night after the aftion ; for it was the fending the duke of 
Bcvern with a corps to Tfchifkovitz, rather than any advantage 
gained in the battle, which forced M. Brown to repafs the Egra. 
From whence it appears, that, though the Auftrians repulfed -the 
king, it contributed nothing at all to the relief of the Saxons s 
becaufe they could not detach, from that or any Other camp be- 
tween the .mountains and the Egra, 20,000 men, and lefs would 
Wt do without expofing the remainder to certain ruin. 

HA(VIN0' 
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Having ncglcdled to occupy the mountains of Lobofch and 
llomolka, which he might have done, many hours, before the 
enemy appeared, the only thing remaining to be done, was to 
have paiTed the Elbe, the night before the battle, with the whole 
army, leaving fome light troops to amtife the king; thefe, on 
being pufhed, retired to Budyn. 

In this cafe M. Brown might have -detached fuch a corps to 
Schandau, as would certainly have opened a communication whh 
the Saxons, and probably have deftroyed all the Pruffians on that 
fide of the Elbe : with the remainder he covered the whole country 
«ffcfttially, excepting thofe few villages between the mountains 
a;nd the Egra, which the king would not have dared to pafs, be- 
caufe, having no magazines in the country, and fubfifling only, at 
Ifeaft chiefly, Irom what came from Saxony, he <:ould not advance, 
with an army of about 25,000 men, into an enemy's country, 
leaving one fupcrior mafter of the defiles, tetween him and his 
vother army, fubfiftance, ftor^es, .&c. without expofing himfelf to 
certain ruin. 

' The pofition, therefore, taken at LowofitK, was, in our opinion^ 
a6 bad as podiblej nothing could be more inconiiflent, with the 
general theory of war, than to occupy a camp commanded by any 
neighbouring hills, and where it was impoffiblc to bring as many 
men into adtion, at the fame time, and in die fame point, as the 
enemy 5 who, on the contrary, had ground enough to form two 
thirds of his army to attack Lowofitz ; whereas the Aiiftrians could 
bring a very few battalions, only, to fuftain it. 

TijrE left and center were inattackable^ the only point to be 
fuftained was Lowoiitz. This the marihal faw; but did not fee 
that it could not be defended, bccaufe it was commanded by the 
Lrobofchberg. ^ • 

■ 
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. If the enemy was repulfed^ you could not purfuc him, elt&er 
■with cavalry or infantry. 

If we coniider this pofition> relative to the relief of the Saxons»; 
the only obje£t then in view, none could be kfs proper ;. becaufe^^ 
by no one manoeuvre poffible, could M. Brown relieve them». 
though he had repulfed the enemy, who might hav^ taken fifty 
camps between that place and the Saxons,, from whence they 
woiild^have hindered all communication between them and the^ 
Auftrians. 

We fhall therefore conclude, that^ in the choice of this camp,» 
M. Brown aded inconfiftent with the general rules of war; andr 
with the particular ones,, which the nature of the country, and the: 
objeft he had in view, preicribed* 

We hope our readers will not accufe us of prefumption, for 
having,, thus freely, given our opinion of the adtion^ of thofe men,: 
whoie reputation is fo well eftablifhed. What we have faid i8< 
certainly founded upon fadts, and confiftent with the nature of 
the country ; and, as we think, with the principles of war : wc. 
therefore fubmit our refledbions to thofe who are acquainted with 
the one and the other.. For this purpofe, we have furnifhed themi 
with an exaft plan and dcfcription of the ground where the battle 
was fought. 

This, with their own knowledge of the military art, will enable 
them to decide how far our hiflory of this campaign, and our re*^ 
marks upon its various operations,, are reafonable, or otherwife. 

Great preparations were made, on both fides,, for the enfuing 
campaign 1 the emprefs ordered the troops that lay in Hungary ,t 
Italy, and Flanders, to march into Bohemia : all the regiments of 
hufiars were augmented to 1500 men ; and thofe of the cavalry to- 
1 000 : two of the former, and one of Hungarian infantry, were 
new raifed : to thcfe were joined,, two regiments of infantry, fent 

by 
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hy Ac clcdor of Magencc and the Bifliop of Wurtzburg, fevcral 
pulks* of Uhlans,'!' ^^^ three regiments of Saxon light horfe : all 
which, with what was already in BohemiSi, formed an immerifc 
army^ which, according to many gazettes, amounted to above 
iBo,ooo men, and was to be commanded by prince Charles of 
Lorrain* 

The Pruflians, on their fide, were no lefs diligent and adlivc. 
The king found it abfolutely neceflary to get fome light troops, to 
oppofe thofe of his enemies, which were extremely numerous, ajid 
had given him much trouble, both in this and the preceding war 1 
and therefore orders were given to raife four battalions of light 
infantry, which were augmented very much during the courfc of 
the war. 

There happened in the winter fome coiifiderable adtion^ be- 
tween the light troops s which^ though conducted with much 
•valour and prudence on both fides, do not deferve any particular 
detail ; becaufe, in general, they have little or no influence on the 
iuccefs of a war, however neceflTary in an army : and, though they 
do not contribute eflentially to the good or bad iflue of a campaign, 
there is no doing without them. We fliall therefore proceed to give 
^n account of the operations of the campaign of I757» 

• A pdk amounts to about 800 men, 

t Uhlans are inhabitants of the Uckraine) and chiefly Mahometans. In perfon^ drcrs> 
4ind manner of fighting, they re(emb!e the Tartars, Calmucks, &c. They are armed with 
p idols, fabres, a lance 15 foot lon^, and fometimes with a bow and arrow, inflead of a 
carabine. 
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CAMPAIGN of 1757. 

THE confederacy^ formed againft the king.of PrufHa, was novr 
augmented^ by the acceifion of Sweden and. the Germanic, 
body; whoie united forces amounted, to 700^000 men-; whereas, 
thofe of his majefty, and his allies^ did not exceed 260^000. 

As many of his enemies could^ not begin, their operations until^ 
the feafon was far advanced^ his majeily refblved to. take the field 
as ibon as pofiibk ;. that he might, with his united forces^, attack, 
the neareft^ and iadeed the mofl confiderable of them^^ the emprefs- 
©f Germany. If he had the good, fortune to ftrike fbrne blow ofj 
confequence in the beginning of the campaign,, it was very pro- 
bable this would retard, at leafV, and perhaps put an intire flop tOji, 
the operations s>f the other confederates.. 

These motives, which made it neceffary for his Pruffian majefty 
to. bring matters immediately to a conclufion,. made it eq;aally fa> 
for the emprefe to embrace, a contrary fyAem.- 

She therefore, determined to remain on the defenfive, until her 
allies took the field> which fhe knew would oblige the king to 
divide his forces into fo. many parts,, as would make it imponible. 
foi* him to oppofe, any where,, a confiderable refiftancc.. This 
fevourable circumftance fhe propofed waiting for, in. order to begin. 
her operations. In the mean time,, nothing more. was intended,, 
than to provide for the defence of Hpr dominions.. 

Wit a. this view, M. Rrown diftributed the^ army into £5ur dif- 
ferent corps :. the firft, . commanded by the duke of Aremberg, was 
ppiled at Egra; the fccond, under the marfhal himfelf, afBudyn;; 
the third, under count Konigfeg, at Reichenberg^; and the fourth,, 
wider count SerbelLoni, in Moravia^ 

Ik* 



By this difpofition the marflial thought he could eftcdually cover 
Bohemia ; as each of ^hefe corps was very confiderable, and might 
with cafe be •aifembled in fome centra! polkiton^ -td-ftop the pro- 
grefs of the enemy, fhould he attempt to advance ; which it feems 
the marflial did not expeS he would oi* feould d^ ; dthirwifc, we 
think, he never would have pertnitted his magazifies to be ibrm^ 
jflmoft on the frohtiersi againft the moft common nadcs <rf nstkaty' 
prudence. 

His majefly, having refolved to penetrate into Boh^nria, ordeted 
his army to aflemble m four different corps likewise: *he ofte, 
under prince Maurice, at Chemnitz ; the other, under himfelf, nt 
Lockwitz ; the third, tmder the prince of Bevern, at ZUttao ^ a&d 
the fourth, under marfhal Schwerin, in Sileiia. 

As thefe corps were very flrong, his majefty thought he might 
<i^ith fafety order them to enter Bohemia feparately ; but, for fear 
of expofing them to be beat in detail, the two firft;wefe to unite^ 
the moment they pafled the defiles, between the mountains about 
Lowofitz arid the Egra ; and the two lafl were to do the fame on 
the Ifer, about Turndu : then it was thought, that the four corp«, 
thus united into two, might proceed, without any riik, towards 
Prague -, where the whole was to join. 

The king, fearing that the enemy fliould fend a body of infan- 
try to occupy the defiles in the mountains, between Lockwitz and 
Lowofitz, which might make it difficult, and perhaps impoffible> 
For him to pafs them, ordered prince Maurice to penetrate into the 
circle of Saatz, and inflantly occupy them on the fide of Bohemia, 
which would neceflarily force the enemy to abandon them, for fear 
of being hemmed in between the two corps. 

Things being thus concerted, prince Maurice quitted his ftation 
at Chemnitz, in the beginning of April, arid mdrched by Zwickau 
f^fxd Plaucn towards Egra j as if he intended attacking that place, 

or 
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or at Icaft penetrate that way into Bohemia. To confirm the duke 
of Aremberg in this opinion, he ordered his light troops to engage 
fome confiderable a<9ion at Wildftcin,. the duke's quarters. Upon 
ili^hich this general threw himfelf into Egra, and Ordered his corps 
to affemble. in that neighbourhood. In the mean time prince 
Maurice returned in hafte back to Auerbach ^ where, for greater 
celerity, he divided his corps into two columns i^ the one of which 
marched by Eibcnftock Schwarzenberg to Gotteigabc, and froin^ 
thence over the Kupferberg to Comn(K>ttau i the other went over 
the Schneeberg Schlettau, Annaberg,, and Bafberg, likewife to» 
.Comniottau; from whence he marched by Brix and Bilin to* 
Linay, where he joined the king, on the 23d of April,, who had 
likewife pafTed the mountains without meeting any confiderable 
Dbftacle : the few Auftrians who were pofted at Auffig,^ under 
general Drafkovitz^ having been forced to quit that place on thc^ 

f 

approach of the king's army* 

As the camp of Budyn is very ftrong, being covered by the^ 
£gra, his majefty did not think it advifeable to attempt any thing, 
againfl it in front f he therefore marched higher up the river, tOr 
wards Ko&htitz,. where bridges were thiK>wn over it, and on the 
£6th in the morning the whole, army pa0ed«. 

Here the light troops, and vanguard, met thojfe of the duke ofT 
Aremberg, who was then coming from Egra, and propofed either 
encamping there, or go and join M. Brown at Budyn i but,^ on^ 
Sleeting the king here, he fell back towards Wei warp- 

M. Brown, finding the. king had pafi'ed the Egra,. and was^en* 
camped on his left flank, thought it necefiary to quit his pofitioo: 
«t Budyn and retire to Prague^ which, was executed without any 
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Upow which the king ordered the bridge at Budyn to be re- 
paired, that he might with greater eafc receive his convoys j and 
then diredtcd his ftcps likewife to Prague, where he arrived the 
2d of May, and took fiis camp on the Weiffcnberg, on the left 
of the Moldau, which the Auftrian«, now commanded by prince 
Charles, had quitted, and paffed on the other fide of the river. 

While thefe things were paffing on the fide of Saxony, the 
•prince of Bevejn put his corps in motion on the ^oth of April, 
and marched the fame day from Zittau to Reichenberg, where he 
found count Konigfeg, with a body of near 20,000 men, encamped 
^in a valley formed by two very high mountains ; the breadth of it, 
in this place, does not exceed three Englifh miles ; through the 
middle of it runs the river Neifs ; into which many rivulets, or 
rather torrents, coming from the mountains, fail, Thefe moun- 
tains are covered with thick woods, which make it very difficult 
for any kind of troops to pafs them ; for which reafons the Auftrian 
general occupied the valley from one fide to the other, having each 
wing extended only to the foot of the mountains : the right was on 
m rifmg ground, which was fortified with fome redoubts, and cove- 
red by a deep ravin on the right of the Neifs : the center was on 
the left of the river, and alfo covered by a deep ravin, and fome 
redoubts : between the left of this ravin and the foot of the moun- 
tain, on that fide, is a fmall plain ; here the cavalry wae pofted in 
three lines, there not being room to extend them. On the left of 
this cavalry was a wood, in which they placed fome few battalions, 
a«d had begun to make an abattis, which was not compleated. 
From this defcription it appears, that the right and center wert 
very ftrong, and fcarce to be attacked at all in front. The "prince 
of Bevern, who, by taking that route, had put himfelf under the 
;ieceirity of fighting, in order to join M. Schwerin, had now no 
trhoioc l:ft but as to the manner of doing it : his corps was pofted 

behind 
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behind a marfliy rivulet, which, towards his left, ran fo clofc to 
the enemy's line, that he could not pretend to pafs it, and form, 
under their fire ; he therefore refolved to attack the enemy's left ; 
and fent general Leftewitz over the Neifs, to attack, or rather amufe, 
their right. Things being thus concerted, he ordered his cavalry 
to advancfe and attack that of the enemy ; this was executed with 
great bravery, but without fuccefs 5 they were repulfed every time ; 
no wonder ! becaufe, in advancing towards the enemy, their left 
flank was expofed to the fire of the artillery of the redoubts, and 
that of die infantry behind them ; and their right to that of the 
infantry polled, as we have faid, in the wood, to the left of the 
enemy's horfe. The prince, perceiving, at laft, it would be in 
vain to renew the attack, while the enemy's horfe was thus pro- 
tcded by the infantry and artillery on both flanks, ordered it back, 
and at the fame time fent feveral battalions from his right, as high 
as was poflible into the mountain, in ordqr to come on the ilank 
and rear of thofe which the enemy had pofted in the wood, at the 
foot of it : this was punctually executed; the enemy abandoned 
the wood, and gave the prince's cavalry an opportunity to renew 
their attack, which muft naturally fucceed ; that of the enemy, 
being unable to bear its fhock, and the fire of the Pruffian infan- 
try, which had now got pofleflion of the wood on their ijank. 
On the retreat of the Auftrian cavalry, the prince ordered- his 
whole right to advance, and occupy the ground they had quitted ^ 
fo that he was on and behind the enemy's left wing, and had/ 
befides, the advantage of the rifmg ground, from whence he could' 
with eafe rake them from the left to the ri^ht. In this fituation 
nothing remained for the Auftrians to do, but to retire as foon as 
poflible, for jEear the enemy fhoiild pufh pn towards Liebenau, ami 
cut them off lAtircIy ; whch he might do/ as, in purfuing the left 
wing, fyaiif of his troops were already behind them. The retreat 

F .^ was 
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was made in good order: couat Lacy^ who comma^ed ,tl)e tigjxt^ 
covered it;' at Liebenau they took a neW' poiition» where, the^, were 
reinforced ' by fomc troops, who, on the march of 4)rince Beverij, 
had quitted* the frontiers, and fallen back to join the main body 
under count Kdnigfeg. • ^ • r.^ . , x . , , 

" T H tJ s • ended Ae combat- of Reichenberg, in whi{:h . t Jie A uft rian^ 
loft 6rte general, and about i ©00 ;uacft.killedv wounded, andf taken ;^ 
bfefideS fomc cannon left at Reichenberg. The lofs of the Pruffians 
was not much inferior. 



t. 



Reflections. 

As *the only object the prince of.Bevern could have in view, 
was to join M. Schwerin^ . we cannot conceive why he ihould 
inarch -by Xratzau and Reichenberg, where the road is much 
iiidt^ diffici^t cthan thai by Gabd and Bohniifch Aycha, whicli 
Wa^ ejigtoatfy proper to efFcftuate his jiin<5tion with Schwerinj. 
and, moFeoreri was guarded, only by fomc light troops, -at Gabel^, 
which- hemight force, or leave . behind, as he pleafed, without 
*. any difficulty, or xiik. In taking this laft road, he was certainly at 

]^ liberty to avoid an a£tion j «id, if the enemy remained at Reichen* 

Berg, he^ might 4^d twenty portions behind them, and hinder 
themfrem retiring to Prague. It is always a great fatdt to fight,. 
Wbefi ^nothing can fee got by it ; as in this cafe. The prince 
wteited to join. 6chwerin ; he might Jiave done it without fighting,, 
and'he-trot^d obtain no Hiore by ^ fuccefsful adrion^ »s appears 
from die && it£blf .. He forced thft enemy ta quit their camp at 
Rticheabei g y^ they took another at Liebenau, which he could not 
haVe^ forced, 'in. all probability: he mi)ft therefore have remained 
A in: Xtik Bdl'imtains, without any poffibility of joining Schwerin, if 
the inarch of this general had not determined count Konigfeg to 

quit 
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quit Liebcnau and retire. All which feems to prove, that Ihe 
prince engaged in an aAion without any Jciad of. reafon, -and icora 
which he could not reap any advantage, whatever watf the event. 
An immodetate dcfirc ofj' acquiring glory, makes men fometinaes 
undertake things without fufficicntly weighing die confcqucnces. 
In the aaion hef feems likcwifc to haVe i)4ea guilty of fome faults j 
he formed parallel to the enemy, Avh61fe line could not be attacked, 
with any probability of fucccft, cxfccptirtg on the left; which, 
heing" once beat, the reft could notlcoep their" ground j yet the 
prince di^ Wbr reinforce his' right, but left his troops nearly equally 
diftributed throughout the whole Imic': hi& left, toward; thcNcifs, 
where it could be of no ufe at* all j "was as 'ftifong as wliore. he 
formed his attack. '• '": ''^' ' , ;. - - 

His attack' with the cavalry was certainly ill-'advifed ; for, 
though it fucceeded, he cduld not pr6feC7Qt6 his advantages f for^ 
while the enemy had infantry in -^elvbod, and their center kept 
its pofition, his cavalry could liof occtipy-tht gfound on which 
that of the enemy flood. • Ffoih-lhe btfginfting he vihould have 
formed his right as liigh^up the hiountftins 4s^poffibte} brought 
the greateft part of his ' Jhfahtry ^ th«re s and have done dien what 
he was forced to do at laftV The takhig fuch a yofition would 
have forced the enemy to retire withfout fightirig^^ His^ fending 
general Leftewitz to attack thef eheniy'fe^figliTwas -needlefe. By- 
occupying the wood, and part of the- hiM,' oh his rtght, the a^ion 
was won; and all the manoeuvres the enemy <:eard m&ke, on their 
right and center, would have been frfiitltfs* - ^ ' 

The Auftrians camp feeixri, frcMft our defcription of it, very 
ftrong; yet, on examination. It will be found otherwife ; becaufc 
the whole was not equally fd; and fherefore, properly fpeaking, 
no part of it. The right and center were ftrong by nature and 
art ; being, as was faid, fortified with reddubtSi ScCh but, as the 

• F 2- - ' .left 
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left was weaki they could reap no benefit from them ; unlefs they 
fuppofed the enemy fo ignorant as to attack them there. From 
the general portion of the ground, it was evident, that, if the left 
was forced to retire, the enemy, by occupying it, would be in the 
rear of the center and right, and force them to quit their advan- 
tageous pofition, and fall back inftantly towards Johannifthal, for 
fear of being cut off from Liebenau : on this point, to their left, 

« 

depended, no doubt, the fuccefs of the adtion. They fliould, con- 
fequently, have fent fome of their beft infantry iato the wood on 
their left, and have placed ibme heavy artillery at the ikirts of it ; 
which, with that they had already, in the redoubts before their 
center, would have made it impoflible for the enemy to pafs the 
village of BartzdorfF,, and the mar(hy rivulet they had before their 
front ; much lefs form on this fide of the rivulet. The Auflrians 
could bring, againfl that point of attack, their artillery, their in- 
fantry, and their cavdry, to fuflain them. In fuch circumftances 
prince Bevern could not certainly have formed his attack at all. 

When the Auflrians faw the enemy prepare to attack their left. 
Why not make a general motion on that fide, and carry their line 
up into the mountain ? This manceuvre would have decided, the 
aftion in thijir favouc; and, by neglecting it, they were beat. 

Their cavalry was too far advanced; which deprived them, in 
fbme meafure,. of the advantage of their artillery on the right, and. 
of the infantry on the left, in the wood. 

They fhould not have pofled their whole army in the valley;, 
for, though the mountains which formed it, feemcd impafTable,. 
yet it happened otherwife : for the Pruflian. infantry did march 
tlirough that, on the left; gained the higher ground;, and forced, 
confequently, the Auflrians to abandon the wood at the foot of it.. 

* 

No corps whatever liiufl be placed in a valley, unlefs you are 
snafters of the mountains \YJii(jh form it; and, if you cannot. 

occupy. 
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©cJcupy both fides, you muft, at Icaft, one : for, though at firft 
fight, mountains, rocks, and woods, may appear impafiable ; yet, 
upon a diligent inquiry, the contrary will be always found : for, 
in every country that is well peopled, there are, and muft be, 
communications between the villages ;. at leaft, ibr infantry: you 
muft, therefore, occupy the mountains and woods with your 
infantry; the valley underneath with your cavalry; which will 
hinder any enemy from paffing through it. From all which, it 
appears, that it was a bad camp,' and a bad pofition ; becaujfb^ 
having neglected to occupy the mountains, it could not be 
defended; and the troops, pofled in. the valley, were not only 
expolcd to be defeated, but likewife to. be cut off from Prague, 
and their magazine at Buntzlaw, either by the prince of Severn's 
corps, or by that of marshal Schwerin. 

The prince of Bevern marched^ on the 23d, towards Liebenau ; 
where, as we have faid, he found the enemy fo advantageoufly 
poftcd,. that he did not think it prudent to attack them : and the 
lefs fo, as he knew the march of Schweria*s corps would neceflarily 
force them to retire;. 

This laft general affembled his army, on the i8th of April, at 
Trautenau ; from whence he marched, on the 19 th, to KonigftiofF, 
where he pafled the Elbe. His intentions were to proceed towards 
Turnau and Liebenau, in order to facilitate the march of prince 
Bevern's corps; and,, being joined with it,, go to Prague. This 
plan was founded on the fame principles as that of the king's. 
Whatever troops the Auftrians might fend on the frontiers of 
Luface, they could not remain, there, even though they had beat: 
the duke of Bevern ; becaufe the march of Schwerin, behind 
them, muft: force them to retire, for fear of being taken between 
two fires"; as it really happened : for, on the 24th, they quitted^ 
their camp at Liebenau, and. marched )vith precipitation towards 

Brandcifs;; 
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Brandeifsi and from thence to Prague> where they arrived the .3d 
of May ^ M. Schwerin, ia the mean time^ marched from K6mg(hofF 
to Gikchin» where he was informed of the a^oa of Reichenberg, 

and of the^ enemy's ^retreat. Upon which hf wifely changed his 

* 

route, and marched on the Ifer; hoping iUll to pu^ them off from 
Prague: and^ though he did not^ fucceed in this^ he arrived at 
Jungbuntziau, in time to.ieize aa inunenie caagaj^ioe which they 
had formed there. 

; Having been joined by. the princQ oC Bcvern's corps^ he pro- 
ceeded to firandeifsi whece he . conjtinued /till the 4th of May: 
then he paffed. the Elber and eafcafnped.oii,.th<; otheirjide, not 
thinking it prudent to advance 'till he .had qonc^rted meafures 
•with the king. 

His majefly, having thrown a bridge over the l^oldzu, near 
Podbaba, paifed that* river, with part of his army^ on the 5th; 
leaving the remainder^ under marfhal Keiths oq th^ Weiffenberg. 
The 6 thy at 5 in the morning, marfhal Schwerin's army arrived ; 
and, having reconnoitred the enemy^ the whole marched on the 
left, and foon after ^e battle begun. We will give here the 
different relations, that were publifhed by authority, of this 
memorable aftion. 

That publifhed at Vienna is as follows : 

His royal highnefs prince Charles of Lorrain was informed, 
on tnc 4Th of May, that the king of Prufiia had thrown bridges 
over the Moldau, near Roflock and.Podbaba, in order to Join 
M. Schwerin's army, by Winorz, and then attack our right, 
or cut off the communication with our magazines at Kollin and 
Kuttenberg. His royal highnefs changed his pofition fo, that 
*' the left came to the town of Prague, and the right towards 
^ Malefchitz and Biechowitz. The 5th the Pruilians vanguard 
^^ paffed the Moldau : we ordered f^veral batteries to be raifed 

" before 
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** before the front of our army : at 11 o'clock,- in the night, the 
king ordered his whole anny to pafs that river, leaving only. a ; 
fmall cof-ps, and a great quantity of artillery, on the Weiflenberg. 
The juriftion of his, and Schwerin's army, was made on the 
6th, af break cf day.' Iiiimedifclely aftcrwards^ the whole Pruf- 
iian army, amounting to above loo^ooo men,, advanced agairift 
us. M. Schwerin ordered t}M« IdFrwihg,^ which he commanded,.^ 
to at tick our rights and ehtieavoar to break it 1 while the king 
" alarmed our left. His royal highne& prince Charles of Lorrain, 
" whofe arriiy confifted of 55,060 only, faw himfclf obliged^ by 
*' the' nii>ii8ns of M. Scbwe^Sbi^ to order his iecend line to* enter. 
" into tii^ fitft, aiwi place it fo as t© cover the right wingj. tho: 
•' left bdiH^ alresfdy covered by^ the cannon of Pri^ue. His royal. 
" higlihefl Itft only two reglmelits of horfe there', sffid placed the 
•* otHei" thirtetn^ in three line^ on our right,, the better to fuftain 
** It." All thefe motioris virerit mstde accof^djing atf the PruiSans^ 
** ext'eridSci tHemitlvcsi. ia 6f8tt tb ta*re us in flank j. which. 
" M. Schwerin had priiffiipally in vi^w^ We occupied ieverak 
'' heights ; and M. SchWi^rMHad likei;^e feme before him, which. 
'^ he riiiift occifpy before he could approach us^ Our artillery 
began to fire abobt 7 o'^cleckj which^ as well as (hat of the 
infantry, produced fo great an effiSft^. that the whole line of^ 
•* M. Schwerin, which, iccordin^ to the report of the defertcrs,. 
^ had orders to dttack u$, trith their biyoimets iixedi. was totally- 
♦' overthrown : while bur cavalry attacked Schwerin's -, beat k 
^ back three times ; and di^erfed it. As the Pruffians £rft line 
^ was thrown back In confbilori on the fecond^. this fired, upoiv 
^^ them, and marched oVer tfteir ^dead and wounded oompanione 
** towards us-. Thfey tv'crei lidwcvcr, received* as the firft time^ 
♦^ and iagaih beat back. Oti^ right wiftg, profiting of their vi^ry^, 
♦* followed tlie. flying enfcihy, ii 'jgtfod wrder,. above 600 paces 1, 
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took feveral pair of Colours; i6 pieces of cannon; and a great 
number of prifoners. Our right, having thus advanced, left 
a great opening between it and the left. The king of Pruilia 
^^ marched, in the greateft hafte, with feveral columns, and occu- 
pied this vacant fpace ; and, flt the £une time, ordered a freHi 
body of horfe to advance, fall gallop, and occupy the ground 
«< where his left had flood, and thereby come behind our right, 
^* which was purfuing the enemy i fb j^at this right wing, which 
** had been vidorious for three hours, was of a fudden furrounded 
** by the enemy : and, to augment our misfortunes, there raifed 
*^ fuch a cloud of duft, as hindered us from knowing each other; 
*^ and fuch a confufion enfued, that it was impoflible for us to 
ailemble the men, and put them again in order. Part of our 
infantry did, however, all that was pofiible to join ow left 
wing ; in which they fucceeded ; and retired, flep by ilep» under 
** a continual fire, to Prague ; where they entered together. Two 
** thoufand of our right wing flopped near the field of battle, and 
*• thereby fuflained the reft of the troops that were in confufion. 
'^ All our artillery of referve, the heavy baggage, pontoons, mili- 
'^ tary cheft, and 16000 men from our right wing, afiTembled, the 
8th, at Benefchau. In two days 3000 Pruflian deferters are 
come to the army, who all declare, that the Prufiians have loft, 
killed, wounded, and mifiing, above 20»ooo men. In dead, 
^\ and wounded, we have loft, at moft, 4000 men; and 2500 
^ taken prifoners ; and no more than 20 field pieces are loft. 
** During the battle, major general Beck, with a corps of Croats, 
^ attacked the town of Brandeifs, • fword in hand ; beat a Prufiian 
^* battalion, that was there in garrifon, of which he killed 1 00 men ; 
^^ and, after he had broke the bridge over the Elbe, retired with 5 
<* pair of colours, 2 cannon, 500 hories, a rich booty, and 678 
** prifoners, among whom was the lieutenant colonel Mardefeld, 
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•^ and all the officers of the battalion who were alive '^ all which 
«f he brought to M. Daun'd camp. Oa our fide M. Brown was* 
•' wounded^ On that of the Pruffians M. Schwerin,. and five or 
'' fix other generals^; are killed ;. and general Winterfield mortalljr 
^^ wounded;:" 

I The Pruffians account <i{ this battle is as follows r 
' '* The king joined M. Schwerin's army the 6th of May, in* 
*f the morning; and it was reiblved to attack the enemy imme- 
diately. The imperial army was encamped, with the left,. on» 
the Zifkaberg; and the right, on a hill,, near Sterboholi. It 
was determined to attack, the enemy's right ;. the Pruflian. army^ 
** therefore, marched, on the left> through the village of Potf- 
** chernitz.. M*. Brown^, having obfcrved this motion,, ordered 
*' his army to march on the right, that he might not be taken 
*' in flank. The Pruffians were obliged to pafs through fome, 
hollow ways,, and over fbme marfliy ground, on the other fidef 
of the village of Biichowit^,. which, threw the infantry inta 
♦* fome diforder; and, the attack having been made in too much 
^ hafte, they, were repulicd. Marflial Schwerin,, the greateff 
** general, of his time,, was killed,, with the colours irthis hands,. 
** at the head of his own regiment. As foon as- our infantry was 
^ formed' again, they renewed the attack, againft the* enemy's 
" right wing. Prince Henry, the king's brother,, alighted from. 
'-* his horfe^ and put himfelf at the head- of his brigade ;. with 
** which he mounted^ or rather climbed up the mountains;, and,. 
^ having Beat off the enemy, took fevecal batteries.. The cavalry 
" of our left wing,, after thuee arttacksi forced that of the Aiiftriana 
to retire. Gur center, in the iame manner, beat the enemy's 
infantry, and purfued them through tHeir camp, which wr.s 
ftill. (landings Our left wing,^ to» which, fome cavalry was 
joined, marched to Miehele r and w© feparated- the Auftrian*. 
armys the right wing of which fled to the Zafftva. Upon. 
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^' which our right attacked the enemy's left, and took fucceffireljr 
*^ thtee batteries, placed on the hills. Our r^ht wing of hoife had* 
no opportunity to come to a^ion. Prince Ferdinand of firunf- 
wic attacked the enemy*s left in flank ; and* as the king, with 
his left, and a body of horfe, had already reached the Moldau, 
all the Auflrian infantry was forced to throw themfelves into 
Prague. They attempted to march out, on the fide of Konig- 
" faal, but were drove back by M, Keith's corps* We have taken 
** above 4000 prifoncrs ; among whom are 30 officers : befides 
^' 60 cannon, and 10 (landards. On our fide we have loft, 3099 
<* men, 54 officers, 340 horfes, killed : 8208 men, 397 officers, 
•* and 246 horfes, wounded: and 1557 men, 6 officers, miffing.** 
Among the dead were M. Schwerin,* and major general Amftcl. 

Among 

* M. Schwerin was born the 26th of 0£lober9 1684. He fludied at Leiden, Roftock, 
and Greifswalde. In 1699 he ferved in a Dutch regiment belonging to his uncle; in 1705 
he had a company. His uncle having quitted the Dutch fervice, he did the fame ; and in 
1706 was made a lieutenant colonel in the duke of Mecklenburg's fervice; In 1707 a colo- 
nel. The duke Charles Leopold fent him in 17 12 to the king of Sweden* Charles the 12th, 
At Bender ; with whom he continued a year. On his return he was made a brigadier; and 
in 1718 a major general ; in 17 19 he commanded the Mecklenburg troops, at the battle of 
Walmfmoelen, againft the Commiflion's army, and beat them: and, the duke having reformed 
the greatell part of his troops, the marfhal entered into the Pruifian fervice as major general ; 
in 1723 he had a regiment given him ; in 1724 was fent as miniiler to the court of Poland ; 
in 1730 was made governor of Peitz; in 173 1 a lieutenant general; in 1732 knight of the 
black eagle ; In 1739 general of infantry ; in 1740 a field marflial. He di^ogaiflied him« 
felf much at the battle of Molwitz, the i6th of April, 1741 ; where he received two con* 
fiderable wounds : in 1744 hr marched with a great army into Bohemia; where he joined 
the king» at Prague, and commanded the fiege of that place; where he diftinguiihed him- 
felf very much ; in 1756 he commanded, as we have faid, the army in Sileiia; and, during 
that campaign, gave great proofs of his fuperior abilities in the art of war ; and was killed 
with the colours of his regiment in his hand. He was rather a little iized man ; he had, 
however, a martial look ; loved the foldiers ; and was very careful of them ; and was there- 
fore much beloved b} them : and, tfiough he on fome occafions was very hot, in all hi^ 
expeditions he knew how to combine the greateft bravery with the greateft prudence. After 
the battle of Lowofitz the kipg wrote to him toafb cautioufly (d'aller btide en mainO 
He was twice marriedj and has left children of both fexes. 
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Among the wounded were lieutenant generals Fouquet^ Hautchar* 
mois, and Winterfield ; and major generals Plettenberg» Sch6ning, 
imd Blankenfee. Thefe two accounts of the battle are far from 
being clear and explicit^ and give but a very confufed idea of tht 
adtion. We fliall therefore add another, wrote by count Schwerin, 
general adjutant to the marihal of that name» which feems to be, 
by far, the beft that appeared on that occafion. 

In coftfequence of tht meafures concerted with M. Schwerin, 
his majcfty pafTed the Moldau, at Seltz, the 5th of May, 1757, 
at S o'clock in the morning, with the corps he propofed joining 
to the marfliars arn\y ; of which he gave us notice, as had been 
** agreed, by a twelve pound flK)t> to which the marfhal anfwcrcd 
with the fame fignaK At 2 o'clock in the- (evening his majefty 
fent Stutterheim, one of his adjutants, to the marfhal, with 
orders, that we, and the column commanded by general Win-* 
terfield, fhould break up at 12 o'clock that nights a|)d compafs 
*^ our march, fo that the head of our columns fllduld arrive, ex- 
^* a(fUy at 4 in the morning, upon the heights of Br0fiz» where 
'* his majefly promifed to be, on the right, by Tfchimniz. Thef© 
orders were executed with fucb precifion,^that our three columns 
arrived, at the place of rendezvous^ at 4 o'clock j and, at fiich 
*^ a diflance from each other, as to leave only the fpace ncceiTary 
** to form the line. We did not meet with any obftaclc, on our 
^' march, 'till we came to the heights before Brofi^ 5 , where Mo-* 
dena's raiment of horfe, two of dr agobns, and.Feftctitz's huf-- 
fars, were polled that night. Thefe fited up6n! our vanguard,' 
*' and retired ionnediately, through Brpftz^ to the left wing of 
their army. 

As foon as the kipg had wi(hed the marfhal and general 
Winterfield a good morning, . he rode, with thefe two generals, 
without any other efcort than two of his adjutants, capnin 
Platen, lieutenant colonel Oelfnitz, and myfelf, to one of the 
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** higheft hills on the other fide of Brofiz. From henCe -we couftf 
<^ difcover all die enemy's camp very plain ; the firft and fecond 
^' line from one end to the other. His ma}efty reconnoitred it 
**' with his ipying glafs. When the enemy perceived feven^or 
^ eight perfous on the hill, he fcnt us fomc four pounders, but 
" without cffcQ:. His majefty continued above an hour here, to 
*• examine their pofition, and how they were to be attacked. 
*^ The cneniy was pofted, with the icft wing towards Prague^ 
*^ on the Ziflcaberg, behind the Invalides : the right extended 
'* about 2000 paces beyond the village of Conradiz, near Ster- 
" boholi. Two hundred paces before their front, the mountains 
were fo fteep arid craggy, that no cavalry or artillery could pof- 
fibly afcend them. At the foot of thefc mountains is a deep 
valley, which was intirely occupied by fome huffars and Hun- 
garian infantry. The mountains on our fide of the vailey w'erc 
^^ no lefs fteep and craggy than the others t notwithftanding thefc 
*^ difficulties, his majefty was inclined to attack the enemy in 
*^ front. The marfhal, on the contrary, reprefented to him the 
** difficulty of the ground ; the great march the troops had made ^ 
^ and the ftrength of the enemy'« pofition ; who had covered the 
heights before their front with a prodigious quantity of heavy 
artill«-y. Hi« majefty, convinced by thefe reaibns, permitted 
the marihal to go and feek out fome more convenient place to 
^* form the attack. Upon which his excellency rode, full gallop, 
*' before the enemy's fight, where the ground on both fides falls 
gradually, and where he perceived a plain, l)efore the enemy's 
right wing^ near the village of Miefiz, where the infantry could 
pafs over the meadows, and the cavalry and heavy artillery over 
*^ the dainms. As foon as the marfbal had reconnoitred the 
" ground, and given an account of it to the king, orders were 
^' immediately given to the three corps to move on the left. This 
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** was executed' with fuch celerity, that the army, wliich had 
'* received the orders about nine o'clock, marched above four 
** miles through very bad roads, and at half an hour paft ten was 
** formed ; and at eleven the battle begun on the left wing- All 
** our cavalry was paffing the damm, when that of the Auftrians 
•^ firft turned out, and formed itfelf in order of battle, without 
taking down one tent. They did not probably perceive that 
our intention was to attack their right flank, 'till they faw two 
regiments of our cavalry pals the damm, and form direftly 
on it. This manoeuvre drew their attention that way : they 
then ordered all tlieir cavalry from the left ; which, with great 
celerity, came and formed itfelf, on a fine plain, on the right, 
in 104 fquadrons, in three lines, with intervals equal to the 
front of a fquadron. This manoeuvre was executed with fdch 
•* promptitude, that our lieutenant general, the hereditary prince 
" of Sch6naich, who had only 65 fquadrons, fearing to be out- 
**. flanked, rdfolved inftantly to attack the enemy, without waiting 
** for the right wing which the king had ordered to come and 
** rrinforce him. Accordingly the attack was made in tlie befl 
" order. The enemy flood ftill 'till we came within 50 paces of 
them:, then they fired their carabines; and at 30 they advanced 
with a ftrong pace againfl us. We were outwingcd by -8 fqua- 
** drons, and therefore 'tis no wonder our cavalry had fuch a hard 
•* tafk, and was twice repulfed. In the third attack, Stechow's 
regiment of dragoons, commanded by colonel Winterficld, and 
general Ziethen, with 20 fquadrons of Ziethen's and Putkam- 
mer's hujQTars, advanced with fo much bravery, that not only 
the cnemy^'s cavalry was intirely defeated, but part of it was 
♦* pufhed on their own grenadiers, on the right wing, which 
•* threw them baek in the utmofl confufion. During this attack of 
^ tire cavalry, the grenadiers of our left wing, and the regiments 
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'< of Fouquet> Kreutzen^ and Schwerin's iofantry^ liavzng pafled 
over^ fome meadows> were forced to advance trough a very 
narrow road, in order to join the reft of the Hne> which waft 
already formed. As foon as the grenadiers appeared on the 
other fide of the defile, they were received with twelve poun- 
dersj, charged with cartridges, in fiich a planner^ that they 
were inilantly forced to retire^, and quit the defile in the 

•* greateft confufion. In the mean time the enemy'5 fixe grew 
ftiU more violent^ and at laft obliged the grenadiers to retire 
back over the damm. They were followed by Fouquet's and 

** Kreutzen*s regiments f and, as the fecond battalion of Schwerin's. 

*' begun to do the feme, the marflialv who had been continually 

** on the other fide of the defile, took the colours out of thct 
officer's hands> and rode before the regiment;, doing all that 
was pofTible to make them advance. He drew the troops,, as^ 
well as he could, out of the defile ; and,, having put them agaia 
in order, advanced with a ftrong pace towards the enemy*. 
Scarce had he marched 12 fteps> when he received feverall 

" ihot ; one in the ear, another in the heart, and three in the: 
body : he fell inftantly from his horfe, without the leaft figns 
of life. General Manteufel took the colours out of his hand> 
and gave them to the enfign; who had fcarce received themj. 
when a cannon fhot came and killed him on the fpot. Imme- 
diately after this the whole line advanced. Our artillery did 
great execution ^ The lines vvere at above 60 paces diftant fron^ 
each other ; when the enemy's infantry, on the right, was ob* 
ferved to be in the grcateft confufiom Their center kepjt their 
ground much longer j being protefted by a great, quaijtity of 

** artillery. His majefty^ obferving that the enemy's right wing 
purfued our left with great vivacity, infomuch that it was iibpa^ 
rated from the reft of the army, laid hold of this favourable 

•* opportunity J 
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♦« opportunity; and, With the grcateft celerity, marched, wkh his 
•' right, to occupy the fpace which the enemy, by advancing, 
*^ had left Open ; and, by thi^ means, feparatcd the two wings 
^* from each other. Now the confufion was general in the en«-^ 
*' my's army. Our left win^, being again formed, attacked the 
•' purfuing enemy, and drove them back : and, when they ertdea- 
•♦ voured to retire to the army, they found the ground occupied 
by the king- His majefty ordered an attack to be made, with 
fixed bayonnets, on tne enemy's left wing, that was likewifd 
flying. Here a great carnage enfued; particularly in taking 
•* the redoubt ; where the fecond battalion of prince Henry's did 
^ wonders. The enemy's left fled into Prague; and the right, 
** in confufion, towards Malefchitz and Bifchowitz," 

Before we give an account of what followed this memorable 
tattle, it is neceflary to examine die various operations which 
preceded it,^as well as the conduft of the a<ftion itfelf, that the 
reader may be a:ble to form a proper judgment of them, as they 

■ 

are in themfelves, and independant of the events. For thefe do 
not always proceed from fine difpofitions ; nor are prudent and 
wife meafures conftantly attended with happy fucceflTes, In gene- 
ral, however, it muft be •confefled, that few or no enterprizes 
foil, but by feme error, vvhich might have been forefeen, and 
confequently avoided. 

The plan, formed by the Auftrians, to remain on the defenfive 
*till their allies took the field, and thereby give them a favourable 
opportunity to aft with vigour, was certainly wife and pnident : 
\)ut they fecm to have failed in the execution. Two thirds of the 
enemy's troops were cantoned in Saxony and Lufatia, and the re- 
mainder in the neighbourliood of this laft province ; which indi- 
cated, very plainly, that, in cafe he propofed to invade Bohemia, 
It would be oh tliat fide; particularly as the king was there in 
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pcrfon. Befides, by eBtering Bohemia from the fide of Saxoajr^ 
this laft would be covered by that veiy manoeuvre :. whereas, if it 
was done from Silefia,, another army muft be left to guard Saxony. 
They ought to have known the king better, than to fuppofe he- 
would a<ft with part of his forces only, when he had it in his* 
power to do. it with, the whole*. Moreover, if, contrary to all 
^pearances,. as well as to the nature of things, he attempted to* 
invade Moravia, he could not,, in lefs than a month, bring his- 
armies en that fide ;. and the AuAriBns did not require half that 
time to bring all their forces there*. If his majefty fent a corps, 
there only, the garrifon. of Olmutz, fuftained by fome Croats^ a> 
regiment of dragoons,, and another of huflars, would have been^ 
fufficient to cover the country. 

From all which, it appears, that the. Auftrians afted. very im- 
prudently, in pofting a corps of above zo,ooo men in Moravia,, 
where they were quite ufelefs.. What augments this firft fault,, 
was* the leaving it there even after the Pruffian army was in. 
motion,, as well in Saxony and Lufatia, as about Schweidnitz ;, 
which demonftrat^d th^ir intention was to penetrate that way into. 
Bohemia^ 

This corps fliould* no doubt, have been pjaced,. during the 
winter, fo as to forn:> a chain from Moravia to KonigfliofF; and,» 
in the month of March, their quarters fhould have been drawa 
Qearer each other ;^ and the center placed about Pardubitz. This , 
would have enabled them to aflemble, on the lead: notice,, either 
qn the rightj^ towards Leutomifchcl j. pr on the left, behind tha 
Elbe, about Schurtz. 

Wren the Pruflians were in motion,, this corps fhould have 
affembled at Schurtz ; becaufe, from thence, it was at hand to 
join count Konigfeg ; and, being united,, were much fuperior to. 
the duke of Bevern's, or marflul S.chwerin's; and therefore might 

attack 



J 



in Germany, 1757* 49 

ntliack eitlicr of thefe generals, if they prefumed, which was not 
probable, to penetrate into Bohemia, and hinder them from join- 
ing their forces. But this was neglected, and the corps in Moravia 
quite forgot ; as one may imagine : for, though the enemy had 
•ntered Bohemia at the other extremity, about the 20th of April, 
yet this corps, on the 6th of May, was only arrived at Bohmifch 
Brodt, within twenty miles of Prague. As to count Konigfeg's 
corps, it has been alreidy obfcrved, that it was pofled too far in 
the mountains, and expofed to be taken in between the prince of 
Bevern's corps, and that of M. Schwcrin, 

The Auftrians committed the fame fault exadly, ill the diilri^ 
bution of their troops on the frontiers of Saxony* 

It was by no means probable, that the king would order a 
con{ideral>le corps to enter Bohemia^ near E^ra; be::cufe, being 
at fo great a diftaace from his other columns, it would be expofed 
to be cut off by the fuperior forces of the Auftrians ; who muft 
neceflarily take a central pofition between that corps and the 
king'^ as they had the greateil part of their forces in the circles 
of Saatz .and Leutmeritz^ 

It was ftill left probable the enehiy would undertake any thing 
againft Egra ; which, if provided with a common garrifon, cannot 
'be taken without a liege ; which moft certainly he would not un- 
dertake, as it cannot, from its fituation, facilitate the operations 
againft Bohemia z and, if againft all rules of war, he did lay iiege 
to it, they might in four days have brought their army to its 
relie£ From whence it appears evident, that the placing a corps 
in the neighbourhood of Egra was of no ufe, and fubjedl to be 
C4it off fpom the main army at Budyn, whenever the enemy en- 
tered Bohemia by the defiles of Kupferberg and Bafberg; as it* 
really happened : becaufe M, Brown was forced to quit the po- 
£«i€ka at Bduyn^ in order to join the duke of Aremberg : whereas^ 
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if this general had taken a podtion at Commottau, with all hii^ 
light troops, fuftaincd by fomc battalions ef good infantry, in the 
two laA mentioned defiles^ it is plain prince Maurice could not 
penetrate that way,, as he did >. and, though ho had, he could not 
join the king until he beat the duke,, who might have been foT- 
tained by the whole army under the marflial at Budyn. This laft 
was likewife ill pofled, being too far back to fuftain any body of. 
troops he might fend to occupy the defiles beween Pima and.Lo- 
wofitz $ which we think is the only method that, can effedhially. 
hinder, an enemy that attempts to penetrate that way into Bohemia.. 
The marflial ought, therefore, to have afTembled his quarters be- 
yond the Egra, in fuch a manner as to be able>. in one march, to. 
be behind the Bila. at Aufllg : from whence he might, either fof^ 
tain the light troops placed behind the raviii of Ghiihubel, or, as. 
he thought mofl convenient, let them fall. back on hi& army, and^ 
defend the pofition at Auflig,. which, if occupied by an army, can- 
not be forced. Even, perhaps, it would have been more advan-> 
tagcous to advance with the. whole army,, behind the ravin of 
Ghifliubel, and have fent. the duke of Aremberg,. wth his whole.* 
corps, iiito the mountains of Baiberg;, becaufe thefe pofitions note 
only cov^ered Bohemia, but alfo enabled the Auftrians to penetrate. 
into Saxony, if it was thought proper : whereas the different pofi— 
tipns, taken by the Auftrian army, in order to cover Bohemia, didi 
not anfwer that end, and moreover expofcd the different corps to* 
be beat in detail, and hindered from joining each other;, as it: 
happened to that in Lufatia, imder count Konigfeg; and that in: 
Moravia, under marfhal Daun ; the firft having been beat, and: 
the other hindered jfrom joining the reft of the troops at Prague.. 
There is fcarce any operation of war more delicate and difficult; 
than the drftributfon- of the troops into winter quarters :. it requires* 
a perfect kaowled^ of the country, and mufl be regulated by a. 

prodigious. 



in Germany, ^757. ^^i 

|trod)gious variety of circumftances : i . regard miift be had to the 
enemy's difpofition; 2. to^his general plaa of war, and to <:hc 
jKirticular objeA he Jias in view the enfuing campaign; 3. to the 
objeft you have yourfelf in vitvr for the following campa(gf>* 
If you propofc to be on the defcniive, the diftribntion of the troops 
mufl be made in fuch a -manner as to be able to unite in different 
|>oints, without leaving even a poffibility of their being intercepted 
in their march to the place of rendezvous ; that thcfe points be 
chofen as near the frontiers as poflibie, in order to cover the coun- 
try ; and that they be fo well chofen, that the enemy can neither 
force you in them, nor leave you behind. If you propcJfe being 
•on the oifenfivey the troops muft be fo diAributedj that» in one 
march^ or two, they form fcveral great corps on the enemy's 
frontiers, and pafs them fo as to feparate his quarters, and run no 
rifk of being intercepted before they join, and form one body in 
the eneniy's country. Above all things, care mufl be taken that 
they are iK>t expo£bd to be inquieted,. during the winter, which the 
;troops mufl enjoy in peace and fafety, as well to refrefh themfelves, 
as to form the recruits, &;c^ 

It muft be acknowledged that the king of Pruffia.excells in 
tthis, as in manj other parts of war : no general has ever opened 
'the different campaigns with more greatnefs or preciiion. His 
^quarters were fo difpofed, that it was fcarce poffible, from thence, 
to guefs at his intentions ; as he could, feemingly, with equal faci- 
lity, form very diflfercnt enterprizes : from whence it always hap- 
pened that he begun his operations with great view^, celerity, and 
exaftnefs : and, when his troops were attacked in their quarters, 
they always affembled in the places appointed, without ever having 
fuffered any confiderable lofs $ which is the more extraordinary, as 
lie had very few light tropps, cfpecially in the beginning. His 
difciple, prince Ferdinand^ has likewife ihewn himfelf infinitely 
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fuperior to all the French generals, in this potnt>, as appeared cvii^ 
dently on every oocafion. 

The Auftrians. negleftcd all the rules aUovemcntioned, and wcr«, 
therefqre forced to abandon the- country, in order to unite the. 
different: corps, and moreovo^ expofed: to be beat in detail i as -wm 

have. jR^en^ 

HAyiNaiatlJtftaflfembltd dieir army at Prague, tKeywcrc at 

liberty to attack* eirficr the king or- marfbal Sch werin^. who were 
feparatedby a- great river, and a moft difficult country fbr military 
operations-. They were muchftiperior to either^ and therefore 
ought to have riftied anadion-in thofe circmnftances ; otKerwtie it 
is in vain to- make war. If they thought tHemfelves ui^qual to the 
king> or Schwcrin, feparately, they fhould not,, certainly, have 
fought then> both when unitedi They fliould not have permitted . 
the king to pafs fuch- ar river, as^ die Moldau^ in a» moft dHficuIt 
place^ and withiir fight of their camp, and remain'-^^itfr a very 
^nconfidcrable- body o£ troops^ compared* to- theirs^ a whole day 
and a night on the fame fide o£ the river. They ought, no doubt; . 
to have attacked himj^, either, before he paiIed,.ori after, , before he. 
joined M. Schwerin ;. or,, if they chofe. rather to attack this laft^, 
they ihould have left 20 battalions on the heights ^ofBitofitz, oppo* 
fite Potbaba,. to^ hinder the king from paiHng, and: march- to 1 
Brandei£s againilSehwef4n, without delay. . 

The- enemy haying Joined all his- forces the 6 th in the- momingj , 
in their prefence, and his leaving M. Keidi on the other fide of 
the Moldau/ in the fight of Prague,., indicated very plainly, ha 
propofed bringing things, to-an- iffue there. The Auftrians fhould 
not d>erefQre have been fa confident in their numbers, and pofitionj . 
as to. fend their* cavalry to forage, while the enemy was a<5lually/ 
making; fomcL motions -in their prefenccu. 
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When fhcy faw the enemy march on his left, they certainly 
£d right to change their pofitioa;, but this was only part of what 
ihey fliould have done. They ought to have, brought all. the^artiU 
kry poflible to bear againft the villagie of Podfchei'nitz^ and have 
attacked him as- he was advancing in columns through that village,, 
and over the meadows, without giving him time, or ground ta 
form upon,. They fhould hav« put their horfe in. two clofe lines,. 
which would have enabled them, ta extend their rig^t quite up ta 
^e fi^ponds, which. cover^ed their flank efiedtually, and deprived 
the enemy of the groimd,^ on, which only he could form his cavalryj, 
and, if they ke{>t back their, center a little,, fa- as to form. a. curve»> 
concave towards the enemy,. whicLthey certainly-might have done,;, 
their right being ccfvercd by the pond^, and. their left by the artilir- 
Icry and infantiy of the right wing,, in this cafe, the enemy could, 
not advance at all;, without prefenting his left flank >, which mufL 
always be deciiive in every action,, and particularly in- ca^ry.. 
But the Auftrians neglected all thf fe precautions^, and moreovep 
(uflfered the enemy's* horfe> though lefs aumerous> to take, themi 
in flank;; and were confequently defeated^ When* M; Brown: 
repulfed and purfued the enemyj h& ought not to have broke the: 
Une,, and; ruihed forward,. like a, young foldierv who^ fee& and 
obferves only whabpafles direftly before him,, v^ithoufc attending; 
to the whole^ and thereby- regulate, this or that^ particular* 
mancsuvxe. When he. advanced, he. fhauld- have ordered, the. 
whole line to nuke the fame. motion;, and,, if he didinot choofe ta^ 
quit th&heights,, wh^e. his center and left flood, he fhould^have: 
advanced his^right,. foas to>form an oblique line with . the righti 
forwards. By this manoeuvre, he. was at liberty- to bring all his. 
tefervje> and. the. right. of the fecond line,, to fuflain the point o£ 
attack. on which the viftory depended;, and,, by keeping the line, 
^SoScy gave. the. enemy no advantage, how much.foever he advanced 
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with his right to purfuc them to Podfchemkz. Even this obliqao 
formation neceffarily enabled him to take the enemy's whole line 
in flank, and rake' it from one end to theother. The marfhal, by 
advancing with the right only, broke the line, and thereby left an 
opening, which the enemy occupied, cut tlie army in two, and 

defeated it. 

There is in every camp a certain point, which may very properly, 
be called, the key of it, and on which dep^ids the fu<xels of an 
aftion ; while you keep this, the enemy has nothing ; and when 
you lofe it, all is loft- The talent of finding out this point, is 
perhaps the moft fublime, and the moft rare, of any in the whole 
art of war. On this talent depends the fcience oi camps, and the 
methods of attacking and defending them- In the prefcnt cafe, this 
point was, no doubt, that fpace of ground between the point of the 
right wing of infantry., and the pond near Sterboholi, where the 
cavalry ihould have been pofted, as it is marked in the plan« 
with the light troops and fome regular infantry in Sterbo- 
hoU, and a battery on the height, before the right wing of horfe« 
While the Auftrians occupied thi« ground, they could not be 
defeated ; but they had ftudied (o little the fcience of camps, that 
they did not perceive this point, and formed their cavalry a great 
way behind it 5 and were beat. 

From all the preceding remarks. It appears, that M. Brown 
cither did not know the country, or did not know how to occupy 
it properly, in the diftributibn of his army into winter quarters ; 
and that he committed numberlefs faults, as well before, as during 
the adion ; which neceffarily were followed with the lofs of it. 
As we know that he was a good foldier, and by no means a con- 
temptible general, it is far from being impoffible, that fome pri- 
vate motives might make him lefs careful and clear-fightcd than is 
confiftent with a perfon of his genius. He was, no doubt, little 

pleafcd 
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f tedbd to fee prince Charlea at the head of the army ; and^ being 
under the coinmaodof another^ was^ probably, lefs anxious about 

■ 

the event. If ad. he been, alone^ perhaps he would hav€ adted 
etherwife.. This ihew$s how imprudent it is to employ, together, 
Bsen whole private visws of ambitbn can fcarce ever coincide* 

As to the king!s difpofitions, they will, no doubt, appear very 
fine to thofe who ard not fufikiently acquainted with the nature 
#f noilkary operations, or who have not attended to the defcriptioa 
we hav« given of the country wherein thefe trania<flions happened.. 
Events, like an inxpetuous torrent,, hurry peopje. away,, without 
giving them time to rifled on th^r cauiicfS, or examine the various^ 
Qtrcumilaiices which conthbulsd to produce then^i and^thcrefore. 
their opxnkm of thin£s is: feldom. eftabUihed on. clear and exadb 



Being feparated from the enemy by a chain of mountain^,, and; 
moreover protedted by many ftrong places, he. could diftribute his . 
troops into wintef quarters a» he plecffed, without atiy viik; be-^ 
caufe ^eaatune of the country, enabled him to ailemble, them, be- 
fore any confideraUe body of the enemy could penetrate. The: 
diipc^tion* (^ his .march into Bohemia, was fubjed:. to, a prodigious. 
numbec of obftacles ;.. many of which wf re» at kail might have: 
been> infurmoun table. . 

Prince Miaurice's column, was feparated. from that ucder the 
king by auf interval of 50 miles; and,, moreover, by a moft.diffi-> 
cult country,, full of mountains, woods, ravins, defiles, &c. Thet 
enemy had,, in this very, fpace of ground,, an army much fuperior 
to either prince Maurice's, or the king's ;. they might confequently/ 
have taken forty pofitions that would have efFe<3:ually hindered 
theirjundUon;; and, if they prefumed to ddvance one flcp into the 
country,, attack either of them feparaetly i, . andL being muehi 
&pcrior, probably defeat them^ .. * ^ . 

EvEm 
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Even after their jundtion, M. Brown, with the duke of Arcm-' 
berg, was Aill equal to them, and might have taken feveral pofkions 
between the Egra and Prague, which woald have hindered thenpi 
from approaching the Moldau, and joining Schwerin. Being at lait 
aflembled at Prague, they might have attacked either the king or 
Schwerin, wi^h forces much fupcrior to either* As thefe were 
feparated by the Moldau, they might have been hindered froni 
joining at all. When the king paffed that river, leaving 
M. Keith* on the other fide, the enemy were at liberty tOKleftroy 
either of them, having more, time than was neceflary for that 
purpofe. The fame reafoning holds good with regard to the 
other two columns lander prince Bevcrn and marfhal Schwerin* 
They were fo far feparated, that the enemy might have taken fuch' 
pofitions as would have hindered them from joining ; and might» 
with fuperior forces, have attacked either. From whence it 
appears, that the king, by thus feparating his columns at fuch 
an immenfe Pittance, expofcd them to be beat in detail, and his 
%vholc army to deftru^lion. His paffing fuch a river as the Moldau, • 
in fight of an immenfe army, his flaying eighteen hours, at leaft, 
with a handful of men, in their prefence, ought to have been 
fatal to him ; and, if it happened otherwife, he muft thank his 
good fortune. 

- * Marfhal Keith, knight of the black eagle, of St. AndreaSi and Alexander Newfld's 
orders in Raffia, was bom of the illaftrious family ef Marfhall, in Scotland. In 1730 he 
was a major general in Ruffia; in 1734 a lieutenant general, and went with the Rd&an 
troops into Germany ; in 1737 he ferved againft the Turks, and diftinguiihed himfelf grc«.tly 
at the taking of Oczakow, where he was wounded ; in 1741 and 1742 he commanded againil 
the Swedes, and got the battle of WiOiamftrand ; in 1747 he quitted the Ruffian fervice, 
and entered that of Pruffia; in 1749 was made knight of the black eagle, and governor of 
Berlin, with a penfion of 12,000 dollars, befides his pay. He was killed in 1758, at the 
battle of Hochkirchen, at the head of the Pruffian infantry, who had repulfed the Aufbianst 
Mid were purfuing them. He was middle fixed i had a very mar&al countenance; and was 
an hiunane and benevolent man. 

Hi* 
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His attacking the jenemy in fuch a ftrong camp, and in the 
neighbourhood of a fortrefs, was certainly very' raib, becaufe it 
was Very in^probable that he beat thc»n: and, though he did, he 
could not reap any great advantaga^ from it;* as. they could ^l\Vaya 
retire into Brague, . and firom thence march inilantly out, and 
deftroy marfflial Keith in his preijbnce^ evea aftes he had £bparated 
the two wings^ 'TiE^ in geqeraU y^ry imprudent to* attack an 
army near a fortrp fs 1 becaufe, in caie of Duccefs, 'tis impoBible :tii 
proceed ^ith cavalry, whicb alone can deftroy a defeated army ; 
whatever advantages the infantry may gain,, they cannot profccutcJ 
theqi with fuch vigour and celerity, as ip hindo: an ei^my . frQOfv 
making ^ retteat, and get foen to^etljej! again. . Hadr.the.kin^ goti 
fuch a battle, 20 miles fron^ aoy. fortcei«, the. wJstaile; Auftriaoft 
army woidd have been . deftroycd.. . He waa *he lefs obligpd toi 
attack the enemy in thi& poiitiour f^s,* by direiSting his maijch; 
towards Kollin . and l^uttenburg, whei^ the enem^ bad^ thein 
inagazinesj they would; hay e followed hinfi^ ar)d given hi^m .a^more^ 
^vourable opportunity to* attack them ;. aad, in^ all pr<)hcibility,i 
he would have met. M^ Daun, then coming, from.. j\i[aravia,^ 
whom het. niigbt have cruihed.^ This maoQ&uvrQi wpuld hava 
enabled him to deilroy die enemy's magazines, and foflce. them to> 
fighfc on- bis own. tetoiSf or fubmit to be cut 9^ from Vienna, As 
to the aifbioA itfelf, he had no choice hi hi$, attack; .it: could be 
done only on the }c(t ;; but hi^ fecii^, and feizing^ the critical ^ndv 
decifiye manaent. thfit M.; Brown guve him, by bpsaking* his line^ 
is fuch a ftroke of fu{>erior genius ju that few, ve^ few,, are capable; 
of. His prudence, in- re^-eftal^iihing the. line,, continually, as h^ 
advanced^ and his whole conduct, during the a^on,. mofl jjiiflly* 
4efcrve the greatcft approbation^ What appears ra(h» in the. 
jjnanoBQvres which- immediately preceded it, muft, probably, be 
attributied to the neceffity of his afiaics^ and to the knowledge he* 

I hadl 
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}iad of thoib generals who oppofed hirxu His majeily feems to* 
great a general to comnut a common fault* 

Prince Charles, with near ^o^boo iftieft* having been (6vctd 
to throw him&lf into Prague^ the king formed tlie extraotdinary 
preyed of blockading bitn in that fdace. As it is vtry populous^ 
the addition of near 6o^Qoo inen, including feryante, and the fol-^ 
lowers of the axmy, would, he iioped^ £ban force them to for«> 
render for watrt of fubfiftencc. 

.Dir&iNG :this celefarated blockade, nothing happened, but what 
Is common; and therefore^ im think, a detail of the operations 
would be jio lc& infipid, than ufelefs. In fuch an op^ation of war, 
liothing mare is .to ^be done« than to occupy fuch pofts^ in thtf 
ncighbouithood of £ke {flace^ as moft effectually prevent any fuG^ 
cours, provi&ons, ^or uxtelligence, to enter. Thofe who are (hut 
up, on &e contrary, lendeavottr 4o open the chain as often as 
pofiible^ that their i^aifts may be relieved. The nature of the 
ground, the iiumbcr ^ind ^edes of the troops oa eich fide, are 
jihe only matters <to he confuked, as to the methods to be uied on 
^efe occafibhs ^ Ao rule can be given as to the manner of occupy* 
ing properly a piece of ground ;• genius alone can do it, and 
precepts tfe. vain. ' i 

It h, no ^ubt; a thing worthy remaitk, <flnd Wffl appear a &ible 
tto poilerity, that hear 50^^00 men, with a train of artillery, artns, 
&c. ihould fubniit 4o be (h^ up^ hr fix^weeks, -and teSactd to 
extremity, by an onifiy of e^ual force. That or ihtf king did not 
certainly, at the end of May, exceed thai of-the Auftrkns ; which 
will ippear evidcJht, if We^ confider how many naeh he hkd loft in 
the battle, by ficknefs, defertion, and the numberlefe detached 
corps. This arniy, fmall as it was, formed a chaih of pofts, 
which extended many miles, and was moreover ibpaf^ated by the^ 

Moldau^ over which 4hey. commumdMed-by tWO;biidges onlyf 

the 
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ifte cte abQTe» and tke other below the town : ib that, in fad:, 
^ Auftrians^ had they chofe to march oat ^ the jdace, would 
luve had no fiaore than half the Pruflian araiy to contend with : 
why ther^ore they did not^ Ao man, that haa the leaft idea of 
IDiUtary affairs, can ever comprehend.. A torrent carried one of. 
the bri4gf a^ aw^y 1 yet did they continue quiet»« and let: flip this . 
favourable opportunity,, without, making any attempt. to go out.. 
We have been very often on the ground, about Prague, . and muft:: 
own. It is,, and wiU be>. a matter of wonder and afloniihment, that* 
no effort was made to march out. Had they. attacked the. Pruilians,^ 

thus feparated by a gceat river,, and divided into fa many fmall de-^^ 

« 

tachments, they could not. fail in their attempt;, they muft have.* 
deflroyed their army. It is no lefs iurprizing^ that fo^ great a gene- 
ral as the king of Pruflia fhould. think it ppflible to veduce an armjrr 
of 50,000 men, in fuch an extenfive town as Prague, with one ofi 
equal force. The fupinenefs of the. Auftrians juflified this attempt^^ 
and faved his army from . inevitable deflrudion;. 

When the king iiimmoned prince Charles to furreader,., mar/halt 
Brown, then Hck in bed# being confnlted,.. anfwered, with ndleis:. 
ipirit than, amazement, ^^ Efl ce que fa majefl^ croit que nous^ 
'^ fommes.tous des C — ^11— ns.. Dltes au prince que mon avis cfl^, 
^* que fdn alteile aille fur le champ attaquer le M. Keith/' 

'The celebrated marfhal Belleifle,, who knew Prague perfeftlyj 
well,.' had, in the preceding war,, with 15,000 men, defended it: 
for many months againfl: the Auftrians; and, being at lafl reduced! 
to the greatefl extremity, quitted^it with 12,000. raen^ and retired; 
to Egra,,with.fafcty and glory. This general wrote a letter, whiles 
the king was Blockading that town ; : which Iliavc feen ; • wherein - 
he-fiijfs, •*: Jfe cohfloia Pjfague,- i? }'y etois, avcc lamoitii des\: 
^^ troupes, que le prince Charles y a aStu^Uement. je detmiroia^ ' 
** Tarm^ Pruffienne.'' 
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While the king was occupied before ^Pta^iuj, he fcnt out fevc- 
ral detachmentSf ia order to raife contributions, and fecure. or 
deflroy, the magazines which the enemy had formed in different 
part5 of Bohemia. General Oldenfcourg and colonel Meyer were 
fent into the empire with the famte view, and to hinder, or at kaft 
retard, the operations of the army of the empire. But all their 
operations are of too irifignifican< a nature to deferve any particular 
detail i none of them had, nor indeed -could have, any confiderable 
influence on the general plan of operations. We fliall therefore 
pafe them in filence. 

• Marshal Daun, who now commanded the army in Moravia, 
which had been the preceding campaign under the orders of prince 
Piccplomini, having received orders to join the main army at 
Prague, quitted Moravia, and directed his match for that purpofe. 
However, on the 6 th of May, he was only arrived at Bohmifch 
Brodt, within 1 2 miles of that place, where he was informed of 
the battle. He continued here for fopie days, and then retired to 
Kollin, as well ^o avoid an acflion, .as. to join, the right wing,, 
which> as we have already faid, had retired to Benefchau. . 

The king, fearing that this army, which amounted to above . 
40,000 men, might not only diflurb his operations before Prague, ,^ 
but likewife, by fome manoeuvre or other, give prince Charles an 
opportunity to get out of that place, thoqght it neceflary to drive . 
them further back. For which purpofe, the prince of Bevern, 
\Yith about,25,ooo men, was ordered to execute this plan. 

As this general advanced, the marfhal very wifely retired,, m 
order to receive the reinforcements which were in march to join 

him, and fell back Ai9ceffively tj Kollin, KattpQ)>erg, Goltajcn- 

• • • * 

kau, and Haber, , . , 
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Having at length received all the reinforcements, artillery, &c. 
which he expcdled, he gave orders, the i ith of June in the even- 
ing, to march next morning. Accordingly the army quitted the" 
camp of Jenikau the 12th, and marched the fame day to Janovitzy, 
The next day general Nadafti was attacked at Pikan ; but, being 

Mm 

fuftained by the whole army, the Pruffians were repulfed with lofs. 
This general, having been reinforced, was ordered. to march by 
Malcfchau, 4nd take pofl: at Suchdol, while general Beck, with 
about 6000 men, was commanded to occupy Kuttenberg ; which 
the Pruffians had quitted on the 12th, and retired to Kollin. On 
the 14th the marfhal marched to Gintitz, and on the i6th to Kri- 
chenau, where he encamped as in A. A. This whole march was 
conduced with much prudence ahd vigour; infomuch ^ that the 

enemy was more than once on the point of being attacked, and 

• • • 

probably defeated 5 being much inferior. The marfhal, by the 
diredlion of his march, ieems to have intended to bring prince, 
Bevern to an ad:ion before he was joined by any reinforcements, 

• • - • "* . 

or to have cut him off from Prague i the difficulty of thfe' roads 

and the jgood conduft of- the prince prevented it* 

The king, being informed of the enemy's approach* |q[uitted his 

army before Prague on the 13th, and marched towards Kollin; 

where he propofed uniting the feveral corps, he had detached, to 

the armj imdcr prince Bevern, and then attack the ^Xi^xtiy without 

delay. On the ,i4Xh he marched by Schwart:^ K<>fteiletz, aftd Zda- 

nitz, intending to encamp at Malotitz j but, on apprpaching that 

place, a large body of troops was difqovered marching behind Zaf- 

muck- Being no ways prepared for an adtioji, having only a few. 

battalions with him, his inajelly threw, them into the village of 

Zdanit?,, with the cavali-y on the plain before it, and continued in 

t]bis pofition 'till he^was joined by the different detachments he • 

expedred^ 

The 
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The camp oGcapied by the voenri^^ ^t l^ie)^tn^% Wfts jUd|^ed^. 
too advantageous to be. attacked ia froBt,, wit|i fny; probability Q|5f' 
fucceis : nor could it be approached on. the left; wit]^qiH^i9arcking».p 
a great way up,, to the fbuxce. <rf^ the ravin which. CQV<efedit. This- 
would give the xxiarihal time to change his pofxtioA^. a,st he. thoughts 
niofl convenient, and perha^ afford him^ an oppDrtxinity to give : 
the king the flig, and. march to Prague. Eor which . rcajfon hia> 

ff * 

majcfty refolved to occi^j^ the. hills, of Ghotzemitec,,, behind ther 
enemy's right. Accordingly,, on the i8th in the moi^ning, . the : 
army was ordered to mtrch on its left^ along the gre^troad^t^ 
goes from Prague towards KoUin* . D.uring the march, , advice was-i 
brought that die enemy was retiring;^ which was fooa fou^d tO:? 
be a miij:afce;v for he had only changed his pofition,. and was ob— 
ierved to be putting ^ his- army, i^ order, of. battle, . oa the very / 
ground which the king proppfed. to occupy.. 

The marfhaU feeing the eiiemy*s< army move on its left, eafily. 
perceived the king's intentions- wew to attack him. on his right r 
flank : to avoid which,- he ordered his^ army to move on the right, , 
firft to B. B. the referve in D. IX then to O. G. with the referve- 
in E. E. and general Nadafti's corps in F; F. His army, confifting;' 
of 60,000 men,, waa formed in twa lines; the infantry on. the: 
wings, and the cavalry in the center.. The right of the infantry; 
was poftcd on a high hill^ quite clofe to an open wood occupied >. 
by the light troops. At a fmall diftance before the front was the: 
village of Krzeczorr ifi which fomte battalions were placed very/ 
properly, as they could with. eaie be fuflained by the line. The- 
hill, on which this village ftands, prefents, towards the right, very 
high and fteep precipices,.^ which cannot be paflfed by any fpecies 
of troops. At the bottom of this hill is another village, which 
was likewife occupied by fome infantry. Out of the hill, a little 
behind this laft village, runs a rivulet almoft perpendicular te the 

encmy'a 
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^ipnemy*s line j the banks of it are very high and craggy. Behm^ 
-this rivulet Nadafti's corj)S was at firA: vplaced, and then in F. F.' 
fo that the «ftemy could not advance td attack the line, without 
prefcnting his flank to this corps. Oh the left of Xrzeceor, on a 
high and 'fteep hill, is the village of Brzift, d little before the line/ 
alfo occupied by feme infantry. The Ittft was l^cewifc oh a v^ry 
high hill, which commands all the plain about it. Near the left 
is the village of Podhorz^ through which runs a mar(hy rivulet, 
ivhich effeftualiy covered that wing. AH the ,ground before the 

m 

front was very unequal; this obliges a line, inarching to attack it^' 
*o ftop often, dn order ^to cl^e and form again; wliidh is a great 
^ifadvantag6, particularly being near the enemy, whofe artillery 
cannot fidl doing great execution. 

THElcing ordered hi* irmy tohahih'the:plain fleatSlatiflanz and 
KFovimiefto, while he recoiinwtred the enemy's rpofition ; whom, 
hotwlthftanding <he ftrength of it, he refolved to attack. The 
*rniy Was agaJn put in motion, and loon after the hattle begun : 
of which t^e (hail give the drffereftt relations that were ,puhlilhed. 
By which thein^ the reader will be enabled to form a proper judg-* 
-m^ht .6f 'this great and decifiv-e atflion. The firft is that rpublifhed 
by the court ^f Vienna j the fecckid is that of the Pruflians-; and 
l3>6 laft, which isf more extenfive than the others, Was wrote by 
-a French Offic-er, who was at the Auflrfan army by order of his 
«coatc. 

•*' As focffi as* the ifh^erial and h)yal army quitted die camp of 
•** Oifltiti) oft tile i6th of Jrare in the evefting, in order to oc- 
*•* cxipy tlidt Whicli had btseft marked 6at 4t Krichenau, his Pruf- 
«' fiaSl tftajelly qttktfcd likewife thdt of Kaufzipi, and pofted his 
«* arihy o*i dj* heights behind Planiiui. Upon which the,Auftria/i 
■" arftiy cliafigdd* its pcffttioii that fame «vcning, andwas'po^ed, in 
-•« ©tder- of battle, between tW6 heigkts, that'wtre to the right 

*' and 
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^ and left. On the i8th, in the morning, the enemy marched. 
<< towards Planian, and halted between that place and the Inn. 
^< called Slatiflunz* At i o'clock^. howeyer». his army was put. 
*^ again in motion. In four columns* As fooa as his excellency. 
^' marihal Daun perceived that the. enemy's intention was to come 
^* on his right flank, he ordered the referve, and all the fecond. 
^ line,, to march there, and form a flank to cover the right wing.. 
*' General* Nadafli, with his huflfars and Croats, was likewiie or- 
*' dercd there for the fame purpofe.. The firft line continued in. 
*' its firft pofition 'till the enemy's left wing was fecn to advance,. 
^' in feveral columns,^ againft: the flask and right wing of the 
^< Aufltian army ;! then it was ordered to nurchi on its right,, 
'' quite clofe to the abovementioned flank; and, at two in the. 
^^ evening, ifc was at length formed, upon the heights. Then the 
** heavy artillery, on both fides,, began to play. The enemy's at- 
<« tack on our right wing was fa violent,, that it.threw the cavalry; 
*' into confufion.:. it wa&j^ however,, put again in order>. by tha 
bravery and good cqnduil of the generals^ Serbelloni, Daun,, 
Odonell„ Trautmanfdorffv and Afpremont ; and then they re-- 
pulfed the Pruflians. NotWithftanding which, the. enemy ad- 
vanced on the heights of the village of Krzeczor, ftill nearer 
our flank. As foon as they reached the village, they burnt it;; 
which was the fignaL to their right wing to attack our left. At 
half an hour after three they made a moft violent attack on ouo 
** flank,, and immediately after on'ourright and' left wing. Some 
" hundred men, formed in. half a fquare,, penetrated .through the 
flank ;. they were,, however,, drove back by our cavalry and tho 
Saxon carabineers.., The enemy renewed his attacks feven dif- 
«^ fcrent times ;, in each of which he was rcpulfed ;, and. at laft 
•' forced to abandon us a compleat vidory. Upon which the 
•1 Auftrian army took its third pefition on the heights, where it 

?* remained 
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^' remained all night, in order of battle; and, on the 19th, retired 
to the old camp of Krichenau. During the adion, the king wag 
on a hill behind his left wing, from whence he gave his orders. 
<' The enemy, in their retreat, burnt the villages of BxzzAm and 
** Kutliers: their fcft wing went towards the village, of Welin ; 
'^ and their right towards Nimburg. This battle, which lafted 
^* from 2 o'clock 'till nine, may be reckoned among the moft re« 
markable and bloody that have happened for a long time. It 
was conducted, on both fides, with no Icfs valour than pru« 
'^ dence; 'till the Pruffians were, at length, thrown into the 
'' greateft confufion, and forced to take a precipitate flight, by 
^^ two different ways, and in fmall divifions; as chance brought 
'' them together. Their lofs, on this occafion, may be certainly 
'"^ reckoned at 20,000 men : 6500 were found dead on the field 
of battle; and above 7000 prifbners : among which are lieu-> 
tenant general Trefkow, major general Pannewitz, and 1 20 ftafF 
officers; befides 3000 deferters. We have taken 22 pair of 
colours, and 45 pieces of cannon. The lofs of the Auftrlaa 
army amounts to above 6000 men, killed, wounded, and mif-- 
** fing. Among the firft is lieutenant general Lutzow ; ajgid among 
«* the fecond were count Serbelloni, general of horfe, lieutenant 
" general Wolwart, and major generals prince Lobkovitz, and 
*• Wolf. The vidory, after God, muft be afcribed to the wife 
and valourous condu& of marihal Daun.* Count Stambach, ge- 
neral of horfe, who commanded the left wing, contributed very 
'* much to the viftory, by the vigorous attack he made on the 

K •* enemy's 

• • Leopold count Daan was born in 1705. He was» in the beginning* a knight of Malta* 
and colonel of his father's regiment: in 1736 lord of the bed-chamber; in 1737 major ge- 
neral* and ferved againft the Turks ; in 1739 a lieutenant general ; in 1740 he obtained a 
itgiment ; in 1 745 he was made a general of infantry } in 1 748 a privy councillor ; in 1 75 1 
commandant of Vieniui; ia 1753 knight of the golden fleece; and in 1754 a field marflial. 

He 
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enemy's right." Lieutenant generals Kolowrat, Wolwart, WieJ, 
and Sincere ; major generals Schallenberg, Le Fevre, and Niclas 
^* Efterhafi, diftinguiflied themfelves very much : as did general 
** Nadiifti*^ ^ith the Saxon light horfe, and the other troops 
'F^ under his command. The regiments that formed die refervei 
** and the grenadiers, fufFered very much; having been continu- 
«« ^iy in aftion. Among the infantry, the regiment of Botta« 
«* commanded by prince Kinfky, diftingui&ed itfelf j havmg fired 
*< air their cartridges, they however continued* in the line, with 
*<« their ^ayonnets fixed, and repulfcd the enemy. Among the 
^ cavalry, the four regiments -of Savoy, Ligne, Birkenfeld, and 
«« WuTtenberg, diftinguifhed Aemfelves in^ a particular manner! 
** The attillery, trommandcd by colonel Fcuerftein, was remarkably 
<* well fef ved. Among the irohmteers, tbe duke of Wurtcnberg^ 
" and major general count Ozernichcw, •[• likewife diftinguiflied 
^* th6mfeives/" 

He hady in the preceding war, fhewn no lefs bravery than prudence ; and was wounded ia 
the I>attle8 of Grotzka and Fieldberg, in 1749. He formed thc^ new exeicift, and earn- 
poied the inftitutions for the new military .academy. In 1745^ ha^iping 4)fUttfid t!tm otder of 
Malta, he married the countefs Fuchs, (a favourite of the emprefs)^ by whom he has aanj: 
children. He is a middle fixed man, and has the moft engaging countenance that can be 
feen : is uncommonly brave, and cool in a&ion : a degree more of that vigor animi> 
would make him one of the greateQ men of his age. 

* General Nadaili is a Hutigarian born : he ferved at firft as lieutenant colonel in Bftro^ 
niai^s regiment of hufTais; and in 1736 colonel; in 1741 major general; in 1744 lieutenant 
general; in 1753 a privy councDlor; in 1754 commandant of Buda-, and general of horfe;. 
in. 1756 ba^n of Croatia; add iq 175S a field marfhal* He fervied in Italy, Silefiu, and* 
on the Rhine; and diflinguifhed himfelf greatly in the paiTage of that rivcx« in the pre- 
ceding war; and1)y the taking 'of Schweidnitz in 1757. To recompence his fervices, her 
imperial majedy reHored him his grandfather^s eftates ; and, though a Hungarian, conferred 
upon him the government, of £uda. He was married in 1745, and has fevend children*. 
Some difguil happened between him and the other commanders^, after the battle of liila^ 
and he never appeared more in the army. 

t Count Czernichew is a Ruffian born: he was "firf! an enfign in the Semonowfiti lifr 
guards ; and in 1756 a major general. He is a man of great paris^ which have contributiid 
10 ftdvar cc hisiiortune.. Jit prefent he is fecretar y of^war » 
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The Pru^ans accooot of thk btttle is as foUows : 

» 

^' immediately after the battle of Prague* colonel Putkammer, 
^ with his huflars, was fent to parfae the ene^iy ; who was fpl- 
^' lowed, on the 9th of May* b; the the prince of Bevern and 
^* goaetal 2ieithea*^ with 20^000 men. The £rA remarkable 
*^ fkirmiih happened at Suchdol, where the Auilrians great ma«> 
^* gaadne of meal was taken^ Lieutenant gisaeral Ziethei^* and 
^' msyor generals Krochow and Manftein* with £>ur battalions^ 
^' and 1 100 faorfe* were fent from the camp at Kollin on<thia 
^' expedition. They fiicceeded in taking this magazine; notwith^ 
^' {landing thctre was^a camp of huflai's and Qr$!i%tS] M^i^d Such*- 
^^ dol> atei tjie heights by St. John's chapel .was* OQcUffi«d-by the 
'^ AuftriaAs. General Nadafti fent lieutenant edlonel- 3allaftii» 
^^ with Ibme hundred huifars, to attack lieutenant cptoael . V^r^» 
** nery, of Putkammer's regiment^ but they were repdlfed With* 
^ lofsj CoJtonel Werner, bdng fent to ofeftrve the AuftriaftS, itas* 
^^ 'attackidd^ near Kratteniau, by colcmels Zthtl zttA liuimflci ;\^th' 
^' 600 horfe> which he repulfed^ and took 4j prifoners. Oitthe> 
V 5th 6£ Juncr the prince of Bcfvern qiiittcd his camp at KQUlni' 
*? in ^tfsdef; to attafrk general Nadafti's corp5>. who wa& tMau^d* 
^i on the hei^hM near St. John'6 chapel; htft this geiieriA made- 
** no ftand; «ther ' there, or oh the hei]ghts by. Kank ; which he- 
*' quitted, as well as the town of Kuttenberg« We took 73 pri*^ 
*i forters-: andithe enemy loft, killed and wounded, abpve 150 

K a* /: ' ,- ^^ men- 

* ♦^is general is gteatl/ favoured by the king. In ly+o he feiVcdlis major of hiiilirfi, 
ittr SUefia ; in 1741 was lieatenant colonel, and decorated with th^ o^dcr poar le meritse ; and* 
i^jth* CsHokt jrear a tplooel, and had a reglnient ^v«p hbn^ in 1744; a 0ia}or general ; ia 
1756 a^lieutenant general. After the battle of Prague, i,n which he diflingnilhed faimfelG 
he was made knight oT the black eagle. He has commonly commanded the vanguard. 
Atkkf tM batOe of Breflaw, lie made a fine retreat*- In ^ batde hf Tdrgau hc^ gained 
imnioirtal glory, by occqpying the heights of S&ptitz* .fter the king had been forced to 
quit the field, which tore the viftory out of i/l. Daunts hands* He is nqw above 60 
yaars old« 
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I • ... 

«* men more. The prince of Bevera, on this occafion, took twa 
<* magazines of forage and proviifons, at Kuttenberg andNeuhoff, 
^^ and encamped by Ncfchkarzir, a village between N«ahoff aind' 
^* Kuttenberg. This poiition forced M. Daun to quit his ftrong 
** camp at Czaflaw, and fall back firft to Goltzjenkau, and after- 
wards to Haber. The great number of defiles hindered us* 
from attacking the enemy's rear-guard, fo that this march was 

T 

made without any fkirmifh, excepting, that which happened on 
^* the 7th of June, at the defile of CzArckwitz, which alarmed 
general Nadafli, who was encamped behind Czaflaw, with his 
corps reinforced by the four regiments of Saxon horfe. In the 
mean while, the army under M. Daun, having been reinforced, 
amounted^ to 60,000 men ; and it appeared, his intentions were 
to march, with the greateft part of his troops, againft that part 
of the king's camp, before Prague, on the other fide of the 
** Moldau ; and, to cover this manoeuvre, to attack the prince of 
*♦ Bevern with Nadafii's corps. The prince of Severn had only 
70 fquadrons and 1 8 battalions, and confequently was in need of 
» reinforcement. The king, therefore, having drawn his poiks 
before Prague nearer together, broke up the 1 3 th of June, and 
** marched with 16 battalions and 20 fquadrons, by Koileletz, to«^ 
^* wafds Zafmuck. On the fame day, count Daun ordered gene- 
** ral Nadafti to attack prince Bevern's forc-pofl:s, and at the fame 
time made a motion with his whole army on the Prufiians flank, 
which forced them to retire towards KoUin, and on the 14th 
^f to Kaurzim, where the king's corps joined them^ The- 15th 
*^ and 1 6th were employed in reconnoitring the roads towards the 
'* village of Wifixrka, where the Auftrian army ftood j which war 
^^ not perfcAly executed on account of the great number of the 
M enemiy's light troops. . Four thousand pandours and haf&r& 
" attacked a tranfport coming from Nimburg, but the cfcort„ 

** confining 
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<' coniifting of 2od men> under nujofBillerfaeek^ defended them-* 
** felves above three hours r and, having received a reinforcement/ 
arrived £ife at the camp with the lofs Qf fevea xrysn only. On 
the 1^7 thj as we ptopoied marching to Schif o)riitz, we perceived 
the enemy's army formed on the heig;hts; i ixi a half fquare» 
^^ with the right wing extending towards Kuttenberg and KoUin, 
** and the left towards Zafmuck;. the front was^ covered by a* 
chain of fiihponds and;aK>'ra(resi: Wemade a xnotion, fo that 
our right came to Kaurzim,, and our kft towacds Nimburg 
and Planian, before it. On the i8th we occupied fome hills 
before this place. The army marched on the left^ in order to- 
attack the enemy as (bo^ as the nec^eiT^ry difpofitions could be 
made ; and our light, troops had pofted themfelves oppofite thofe^ 
of the enemy> who endeavoured to form on our left flank ; we 
drove, them back beyond Kollin« as far as the heights^ which 
we muft neoeflarily occupy to t)e able to attack the enemy's^ 
right flank« Major general H^ulfei^,* vfifh feven battalionsv 
was ordered to reader himfelf mailer of them. The infantry^ 
was to form a line to fuftain this attack^ without engaging it& 
right, which was ordered to remain ibmewhat further back. 
*' Our grenadiers climbed up the heigh ts^^ occupied a village the 
^< enemy had abandoned, and took two batteries, each of 12 or 
1 3 pieces behind it -, and, of a fudden, our infantry, without 
giving time to flop them, advanced and attacked all the enemy'^ 
firft lihe, which hindered us from; fuftaining the attack q£ the 
heights : four battalions would have fuf&ced, and the vidlory 
/' was ours* The enemy^ taking advantage of this fault, ordered 

•* fome 

* This genenil ^as major In 1740; rn 1743 neotenant colonel; m 174^ colonel; ia 
17(^4 mnjor generals aqd knigbt of the order pour le snerice ; in 1756 he had a regtmenl ; 
and in 175S was nude a lieutenant general. He commanded a coafiderable corps in 
Saxony» againft the army of the e;npire, with much reputation^ particularly in the adioa 
by Strehlen. 
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^' i^^ iftfuAtfy.to file behind tbe ixne, and attack our feven 
'^ b^tt^liMS i wbj»j though they h^d fuffsred yery much in three 
^' fucceflive attaoks* and from the fire of 40 pieces of eannbn, 
^^ repulfqd th^ml' ^Nbrman's dragoons attacked the enemy's in- 
^* £antry» difperfbd feyiral battali<ms^ took 5 pair d iJOlours^ and 
^ thea advanced againft die Sibccin carabineers^ whom they beat 
>« back and purfiied as far as:ltollin. While our infantry was 
engaged widi the enemy» it ^uffepid greatly from the heavy 
artillery : the bat tllions wer6' fult ti terge openings . The regi- 
ment of cavalry of the prince of Pruflia took poft oppofite the 
^* intervsd between the regimenta of priAce Bevern and prince 
^* Henry, in order ta cover 'the abbvementioncd openings, and 
^* attacked aft Auftrian r^imcfnt of foot tha* fteod over agaitifl 
^^ them, and no' doubt had penetrated, if it had not been expofed, 
^* at the feme time, to a battery charged with cartouches, which 
^* threw them back on 6evern*i regitii^Rl.' The Auftrian iavalry 
^^ purfued tliem* 5 ' whereby prirtce Bevern*^ and prince Henry's 
^"^ regiments ' fuflfered (o much, that they were obliged to be 
^ ordered out of the line. This produced an opening that cut 
^* c^ our communicatien with the attack of the heights, and we 
** were forced to. retire ' The battalion of guards, on tht right, 
repulfed four battalions, iand two regiments of horfe, who at-* 
tempted to furround them. Our left wing remained on the* 
*^ ground, where the eneiny was pofted before the adtion, 'till 
^* about 9 o'clock, and then retired. The army marched towards* 
^^ Nimburg without being followed at alii' Several cannon hive 
^* been left behind, the carriages being broke, and for want of* 
^^ horfes* The lofs of this battle obliges us to raife the fiege of 
Prague. The army pn the right of. the Moldau marchedr to- 
wards Brandeifs^ and joined that which came froni KoUini and 

« 

** M.Keith, with his, marched to Budyn. 

** The 
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<* The l*ruflians account of tRcfr lofe, is 1450 iJBiett, M$i66y 
^f horffes/' killed, in the cavilryf 8755 i!ncii>. kiJlW and miMng^ 
V in the infantry^; and 3568 wodnded: iti dil; 13,775; "^^^ ^i^> 
^^ publiflidd at Vienna, of the lofi of? tte Aiiftrians", is 819 ifteii 
'^ killed, 3616 wounded, in the infantry ; 163 itleii, 414 hoiVes^ 
^ , killed, 835 men, arid 748^ Hotfeg> wounded, in the cavalry. 
'*. Among the wounded were 23 ftaff*omcers> and inarfhal Daunt 
^' hirnfclfr. . ^. r- . . ' 

Though the two^ preceding accounts, particularly the lafl:, are 

< • . • * » 

very clear and explicit^ I wilP add, that -fent to France', becauie it 

' •ti*'* 

ii inipoflible that fb important* aii aSionihould be too much ex- 
plained and examined. 

Marshal D'aun, having . received orders, on the nth of 
Tune, to nurch to thQ relief of 'Prague, with full power to'a^ 
^ as he fhould think moH advantageous for the cmpre(5*s fcrvice* 
* quitteiLliis camp the nej^t morning,, and, after a difficult march 
.^ o£ fome days, arrived' on the i5tK at GLntitz. His excellency 
propofcd marching, the day fpllowing, to Kaurzim, which was 
" the moftrComn^odious road to Prague'. The king of Pi;uffi^ had 
**^ joined the prince of JBcvcrn, with a confiderabl?^ reinforcement,, 
^^ the preceding evening j^ and^ as he had a -perfeft ' knowledge 
*^ of the country, he no doubt believed,, that, by occupying l;he 
" camp of kaurzim', he wouM v.ery much embarrafs marfhal Daiin^ 
" ,£ffe<f?iyely, when the marmil was infbrmed of it, he percei\fed 
'* very well the great incohveniency in which the king had put him 
** by taking this . pefition^ while it reduced him to the neceffity of 
** marchine on hisi' right, or on his left. It was extreamly dan- 
'* gerous and difKcidt to march on the left, on account of the 
•' defiles, morafles, and woods ; and,^ if Tje marched oh his xight^^ 
he muil neceflarily pafs near Kaurzim, and prefent his flank, 
to. the enemy: anJlaflly, if,^to avoi<! tHis^'^he would march 
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72 History. of the War 

.^< a great way about towards the right, he would be the next day 
•* farther from Prague than at ^refent; and moreover would, by 
** that means, affocd the enemy an . opportunity to take twenty 
«* other pofitions, equally proper to hinder him from approaching 
•^ that place ; which is very eafy in ^is country, where advan« 
** tagepus camps can be found on every fpot. The marihal, feeing 
^* therefore that he muft ncceflarily come to an a<flion, in order 
to deliver Prague, refolved to encamp the next morning in the 
enemy's prefence, ;ind reduce him to the neceffity either of 
attacking, or give a proper opportunity of being attacked. 
Accordingly the army marched to Krichcnau, On the 17th, 
the marfhal, being informed that the enemy marched towards 
** Planian, mounted inftantly, and went to reconnoitre their mo- 
tions, in perfon. Perceiving that the king dire^ed his march 
towards the Auftrians right, he thought it neceflary to change 
the pofition of his army. It was formed with Plaiiian before 
the front : the left wing was placed, in two lines of infantry, 
with a great quantity of artillery, on a high hill, that flood 
quite alone, in the plain. On the right was another hill, fome- 
what lower than the former; on this the reft of the infantry 
was pofted, llkewife in two lines, with two lines of cavahy 
** on their flank. At the bottom of the hill, between thefe two 
•' heights, is a plain of about 2500 paces long; here the marifhal 
•* put two lines of horfe, and a third in referve; becaufe, as the 
^' king was equally ftrong in cavalry, it was imagined he would 
make his grcateft efforts againft the center, in order to cut the 
army in two. His excellency ufed all the pofHble precautions 
to elude the king's intention : artillery was placed on the flanks, 
and before the cavalry. - Things continued in this fituation the 
17th. On the 1 8th the king ordered his army to march ori the 
left, along the great road that goes from Prague to Vienna^ and 

*• he 
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in Germany, I757t 73^ 

*^« he endeavoured, continually, to come on the right flank of the 
** imperial army* M. Daun, perceiving the king's intentions^ 
<• ordered the corps de referve to march on the right wing, in 
^^ order to cover the flank. Between 9 and 10 o'clock in the 
**• morning, die head of the king's army appeared near Slatiflunz, 
*^ about a mile and a half off, where he continued 'till midday, 
** in^rdcr to give his columns time to alTemble : then all was put 
^* again in motion^.and always dire<fted their march towards the 
*' Auftrians right flank. The marfhal, who expefted this, ordered 
'•* his fecond line to march there, and clofe up with the referve. 
*' At half an hour paft one, the head of the Pruflian columns, 
both infantry and cavalry, appeared oppofitc the -imperial army ; 
which was prepared to receive -them. The Pruflian infantry 
** formed immediately, and advanced, in good order, to attack 
*^' the marfhal ; who likewife marched to meet them. About 
^* 2 o'clock, the attack, fupported by a numerous artillery, began 
** with fuch incredible vivacity^ that an eye witnefs only can form 
a proper idea of k. The imperial army anfwered with a con*- 
tinual fire, bolh 0f fmall arm's, and heavy artillery. The Icing 
of Pruflia had pofted ibme heavy cannon on a hrll, behind his 
infantry, which did the imperial army much damage. This 
••• -firft attack lafted about an hour and a half ; then the fire of the 
^* imperial ^rmy began to be fuperior to -that of the Prtiflians, 
and forced them to quit the fipld of battle, that they might 
reft, and put themfelves in order to renew the adion. This 
was executed foon after; hut they were ^reptilfed, as in the firft. 

_ ♦ 

^* Seven fucceflive attacks ^ere made from 2 o'clock 'till half an 
^* hour paft fix, when the laft and moft violent was made. This 
" attack was :generaU and lafted *till paft 7 o'clock, when the 
^' Pruffians were .forced to give way on all fides, and retire in 
** cottfufion. The marihal feat fome infantry and cayalry to* 

L purfuc 
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« putfuc thtni. The corps of light troops, under general Nadaft^ 
** fQllowed them a great, way,, and brought in. many prifi>nefs^ 
^ The Saxon carabineers fiood over againft fome Pruiiian iafanUy»^ 
** from which, as well as from Ac artillbry, they (ujBferei vetyt 
•^ much.:, they defired leave to- attack them;, which,, haying ob- 
** tained^ they executed it with, much bravcry„. cut the enemy's. 
^ infantry to pieces^,, and took &yeral cannon and coloi>r^«. This. 
^ is what happened on ^ right wing,, where tjbe bjattk was. 
^ hotteft.. About two hours after the firfl attack oin. our rights, 
^ that of the PruiHan army advanced againft the left of the-. 
^ Auftriana,, in order to attack it i^, which,, confidcring Aa ftrength; 
of its pofition, ought never to. have been undertaken^. It ftoodt 
upon, a hilt which was- almoft inipofiible to ai&cnd,.. and^wbichi 
was covered' with ai^tillery. that did the Pfuiilans' great damage.. 
The Prudians nght wing, being arrived at the bottom of th&: 
hill>. flopped :. upon which the. Auftrians left»\ feeing^^^ the ene-^ 
jraj did not advance,, being^ defirous to attack, them,, and parr- 
take of the glory of the day with the teft of the army, quitted! 
their pofition, and defcended to the foot of the hilL. Thei* 
Auftrian infantry, attacked that of the Prui&ans with mucb 
bravery ;: and,u after an hour's combat,, obliged, them, to giva: 
way. The Auflrian cavalry advanced likewife, in. order to» 
" attack that of the enemy,, but thefe immediately retired to- 
wards their infentry^ The Auftrians were prudent, enough, not: 
to purfue theit adviintages on this fide,, for fear of being iepa- 

rated from their right wing* In about an hour after^ the ErufT- 

< 

fians right wing attacked the Auftiians left again y but>, in. lefs-j 
** than half an hour, they were, beat back in confufioo. Th^/ 

refuined thek former pofition,, and ficed fcom all. their artillerjr. 

upon the AuArlans,^ during the whole afHon^ White the iecondi 
f* attack was madcji fix battalions,, commanded by. count Nicks. 

Efterhafi^ 
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^ EfVerhafi, having (hot all their cartridges, advanced agaJftft the 
** enemy with fixed bayonnets, and, v^ith great bravery, forced 
^* tlwm to give way. This .battle v^as general, and all the corps 
** v^ere more dian once engaged, fcc,*" 

As this remarkable a£tion makes a confiderable epoch in the 
hiAoty of the war, being the firft the king of Proffia ever loft, 
we (hall here give our refledions upon it, and upon the difierent 
manceavr^ that preceded it, 

« 

Refxections on the battle of Kollin. 

It has been already obferved^ that the fiegc of Prague, With 
about 50,000 men in it, was an imprudent and dangerous ent^r^ 
prize. Sieges arc attended with fo great ^expence, and (6 much 
lofs of time, and men, that they ought never to be undertakeii 
without the utmoft neceflity. The king of Pruflia was then in 
circumftances that required fome decifive ftroke ;; and that as foon 
as poffiblc ; and therefore he fhould not, by any means, amufe 
hithfclf with fieges, which he knew would give the Auftrians 
time and means to provide for their defence, whatever was the 
event of that of Prague. Sieges muft never be formed, nnlefs, 
I . when the fortrefles are placed on the pafles which lead into the 
enemy^^ country, and in fuch a mannisr that you cannot penetrate 
''tiH you are mafters of them ; 2^ when they are on your communis- 
^cations, and the country does not furnifh the ncceflfary fubfiftence ; 
3. when tliey are neceffary, in order to cover the magazines you 
form in the country itfelf, to facilitate your operations; 4. when 
they contain confiderable magazines of the enemy, and fuch as are 
-dlentially neceiflary to him j £. when the conqueft of them is ne* 
ceflarily followed by that of fome confiderable diftrift^ which en* 
^les you to fcparate your armies into winter quarters in the enemy's 

L 2 country. 
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country- in thefc cafcs^ your firft operation muft, no doubr^ be- 
the fiege of ibmc fuch. place ; which in all others mufl be avoided.. 
Not one of thefe €ir<:uinfl;ance8 concurred with regard to Prague : 
it covers no efiential pafs into the country, neither contained any 
confiderable magazine, noc was necelTary for the king in order to* 
form one there, becaufe the country itfelf furnifhed abundantly all 
kind of fubilflence ; and, though it did not,^ his armies could he 
fupplied from Sikfia, without any rifk ; for prince Charles could 
not,, if he remained at or about Prague, prevent it. If, inftead of" 
befieging this town, his majefiy had feat 20,000 men, the next:^ 
morning, after the enemy's right wing^ which,, as we have faid,> 
had fled to Benefchau^ and, with the remainder, marched, to B6h« 
mifch Brodt agaihfl M. Daun, il is more than probable fie would 
have deilroyed both :. they certainly could not have retired without 
lofing their artillery,, baggage,, ficc. and muft have fell back, with* 
the utmoft expedition,, on the Danube. Then the king was zt 
liberty to befiege Olmutz ; which would have, given him all Bo- 
hemia; becaufe prince Charles muit likewife have matched on tha 
Danube,, iia order to join the remainder, of the army,, as he could 
not, in the iituation in which he then. wais,. without any magazines « 
or artillery, undertake any thing him&lf :: he could, not even ap- 
proach the king at all, without expofing hia army to deftruftion.. 
His. majefty might have taken twenty pofitions that, would have 
covered the fiege of Olmutz,, maiked the Danube and the capital,.^ 
and forced prince Charles to march up to Lintz, in order to pafs^ 
It, and join the r^ of the troops^ This would.have given him: 
all the timti neceflary to reduce Olmutz, and even Prague itielf,, 
which would have been left to>a common garrifon. His majefty,^ 
allured by the uncertain and. vain,, but flattering^, hopes of taking; 
50,000 men prifbners, loft fight of Daun and the right, wing, and. 
witli it an opportunity of giving fome decifive blow.. When he: 

was 
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was informed of the enemy's approach, it was ftill time to repair 
the fiiult he had committed. He might, and ought to have raifed 
the fiege- of Prague, and, with his whole forces, attack M. Daun y 
if he fuccecded, it was very probable that prince Charles, in fo 
long a march as he muft make from Prague to the Danube, would 
give an opportunity to attack him alfo ; and he could fcarce ap- 
proach the Danube at all> while the king* was with an army near 
Kollin, as is- evident fpom the inQ)e£lion of the map; 

His. majefly knew that prince Bevern narrowly efcaped being 
epprefled by the fuperior forces of the enemy; How could he 
think that the addition of a few battalions and fquadrons would* 
infure the viAory ? Hifi wholfe army was fcarce^ fuffieient to con- 
tend with Daun, and yet he perfifts in his firft projedt of taking 
Prague, and thereby expofed himfelf to certain deftrudtion, if the 
enemy had done part only of wha« might have been eafily executed,, 
as well by the garrifon* of Prague, as by M. Daun after the battle.. 
It is one of the mod eflential qualities of a general^ not to be in- 
fatuated, with a pa£Glan for feme favourite and flriking proje(5t:^ be*** 
eauie.it expofes him to many, and fometimes fatal, confequences.. 
It is difficult to renouncoto an cntcrprize once embraced, becaufc* 
it in fome. meafure expofes one to the cenfure of want of forcfight,, 
or conftancy, both vtry mortifying to felf-love. However, there: 
is more glory in mending a fault>, than^ to perfevere in it. His 
xnajefty^ confiding too much in his own fuperior talents, too little: 
in thofeof his enemies, or preffed> perhaps,, by the ncceflity of his 
affairs, has beem obferved, very often, to- imdertake things much 
above, the. means» he had to accomplifli them; and therefore no - 
wonder that mMiy of his pro}€<5te, though in appearance plaufible,, 
wanteds folidity,. and^ confequently have not been always attended 
widi, fuccefs. Being arrived at Kaurzim, and finding the enemy 
too ftrongLy pofted to be attacked witK any probability of fuccefs, 

his 
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his majefly ftiight have fell back, and taken fomc other pofition, 
which perhaps would have induced them to advance, and give him 
an opportunity to fight upon more equal terms : if it be objfed:ed 
that prince Charles, informed of his abfence, would attack the 
amiy left before Prague, it only proves he was fenfible he had ex- 
pofed that army to deftruftion, as it depended on the enemy's 
knowing a thing, which he might have dbne by. a thdiifand itieans« 
When he refolved to occupy the heights on the right flank of the 
enemy, he ought not furely to have marched at bfoad day, becaufe 
they muft neceflarily perceive his intention, and in tirfie to make 
their difpofitions accordingly, as it happened. Poflibly if the king 
had fcnt in the evening a great corps of cavalty, vrhich he could 
fpare in that mountainous cduntry, towards the enemy's left flanks 
it would have drawn their attention that way/ and given him ,an 
opportunity to march unobferved in the nighty and occupy the 
height of Chotzemitz : the attempting it by day made it impof-* 
fible from the firft inftant. His majefty in marching formed a por- 
tion of a circle ; the enemy marched on the Chord, and therefore 
could with eafe bring more men into action; at iny one point of 
attack, and in lefs time, than he could do, though the, armies had 
been equal, which muft be decifive ; as his majefty was in propor- 
tion much ftronger in cavdry than in infantry^ he ought no doubt 
to have chofen the moft convenient grQuyd on the enemy's front for 
that fpecies of troops ; and, as he had given them an opportunity 
to reinforce their right, and its fljuik, where they had brought twp 
thirds of their army, he ought to have refufed both his wings, and 
make an effort with his cavalry, fuftained by infkntry and artiltery, 
on the center, between Chotzemitz and Brzift, where the enemy 
had only cavalry ; and therefore moft probably would havt been 
forced to give way, and their two wings, being thus fepanctcd, ea- 
iily defeated ; whereas, by perfifting to attack their jright, he rould 

bring 
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luring only his infantry ta aftipn, the ground being very improper 
for cavalry^ as well on account of the ravins and woods, as of the 
villages befwrc Ac enemy's front. Having reiblved to attack this 
wiijg, hi^ maj^Ay ihould have brought here ^11 his infantry, leav- 
ing only a line of hor& on his rights which would have been fuf- 
ficient, as the enemy's left could never quit their advantageous po- 
fition and defccnd into the plain. This would have enabled him. 
to fuftaia his vanguard properly, and at a convenient diftance>. 
vAktre^ts he left it expofed, and quite in the air, his line being; 
too far back: the more fuccefeful his vanguaisd was, the more cer- 
tain to be deftroyed, becaufe the more they advanced-, rfie more 
they expofed themfelves to be attacked on all fides„ as it really 
happened r for, having pierced the firft line of the enemy, and at-- 
tacked the flank of the fecond,, they found themfelves engaged 
with the gfeateft part of the army in front ; and the whole referve,. 
compofed of infantry and cavalry,, on their flank; and at the fame, 
time expofed to the fire of a very numerous and well ferved ar^- 
tillery : and, being fo fkr advanced that they could not be fuftained. 
by the line, were obliged to give way. If they had been properly 
fltpported^ and a body of troops fent on their flank, oppofite the 
enemy's Fefcrve, to keep it in awe, the battle was won : the ene- 
my's line was diready broke, and had no convenient ground, behindx 
tx> take a new pofitioa upon ;; fo that the whole army would have. 
been taken in flank;, nor could the referve quit its pofition to 
attack tfeis vanguard in flank,, without prefenting their own,, andi 
Ibfing tiie advantage of their fituation. But,, as thefe difpofitions; 
were not made, • tile enemy's rcfetve, without any rifle, qpitted its 
poft, and took this king's vanguard ia. flank, which, as has been: 
&id^ ^ing^ unfupported by any oducr troops^, v^as forced to give 
wayi and the battle was loft. The general faults therefore of the 
ling's diipofitioo, before^ and during tho a&ion,. were, i. to have: 

manceuvx^ 
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manoeuvred' by day, which gave the enemy time to change their 
pofition, according to their circumftances 5 2, to have formed an 
attack wrhcre he could not conveniently combine the different 
fpeciee of arms ; whereas the enemy had both infantry and cavalry, 
with a great quantity of artillery, to fu/lain the point attacked i 
3. to have let general Hulfen advance fo far, that he could not be 
fupported by the line ; and, 4. to have attacked with too little 
infantry, confidering the nature of the ground. 

As bo the condudl 0/ M. Daun, it appears uniform, and founded 
upon reafonablr principles : after the battle of Prague, it was very 
judicious ; he retired before the duke of Bevern, though (Ironger 
than him from the beginning, as well to give his men time to 
recolleft themfclvcs, as to be able to receive the reinforcements he 
expefted. Thefe being arrived, his condud changes according to 
the circumftances ; he is now as vigorous and aAive, as he feemed 
before flow and dilatory. His march was calculated to cut off the 
prince of Revcrn^ before he could join the army at Prague, or be 
reinforced by it ; and, though this project did not fucceed, it was 
certainly well laid. His condud^ during the a^on, appears no 
icfs prudent. . The enemy made no fault of which he did jiot take 
advantage : .one only . he himlelf feems to have committed, which 
was to have kept his line too far back : this gave Hulfen an op- 

« 

portunLty of taking the villages, before the front, from between 
them and the front, and then penetrate through the line, which 
would certainly have occafioned the lofs of the battle, had he been 
properly fupported. Whenever your line is placed behind vil- 
lages, it muft be at a proper diftance to fuftain them, otherwife 
they, being taken, will be of great prejudice to you, and advan- 
tage to tbic .enemy, whofe motions are covered and fuftained by 
them; whereas, if you fuftain them properly, he cannot poffihly take 
th^m, nor. advance, leaving them behind; becaofe not only they 

break 
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break his liiie and throw it into fome degree of confufion, which 
favourable opportunity, if improved, will ncceffarily be attended 
with a defeat, and alfo expofe it to be taken in flank by the troops 
pofted in them. The pofleflion therefore of villages, provided" 
they are at i proper diflance to be fuftained, is one of the mofl: 
advantageous circumflances that can occur in a field of battle j but 
all thefe advantages are loft, and turn againfl you, if you do not 
fuftain them. They are fo very advantageous that I would never 
advife any general to attack them, if he fees they will be fuflained, 
but rather mafk them, and put them on fire with' haubitz, and 
choofe fome other point of attack, which, though in appearance 
lefs proper, will, generally fpeaking, fucceed better.* If the mar- 
ihal had marched the 19th with his whole army towards Prague^ 
it is probable that *of the king, before that place, would have been 
deflroyed. In war a general mufl think he has done nothing, 
while fomething remains unfinifhed ; he ought to conilder all his 
fucceffes as means only that lead to greater, but never make an 
epoch of them, or paufe to meditate, while in the full career of 
viftory and glory* 

On the 19th his majefly quitted the army, which had fought 
at KoUin, and went to Prague, in order to raife the fiege j 
this was executed the day following without any lofs worth 
mentioning ; that part of the army which was on the right of 
the Moldau, marched down that fide as far as Leutmeritz, 

M while 

* We have a fine example of this given Jby th<( famous Marlborough, at the battle of 

# 

Hockftedt ; he had attacked feveral times the village of Oberklaw, but was each time re- 
paired with great lofs ; his lordfliip, very judicioufly having left a body of infantry to maik 
the village, advanced^ and broke the enemy's line, which got the battle. The French 
had ganuihed all the villages befpre their front, particularly Oberklaw and Plentheim, 
with a prodigious quantity of infantry, expecting that the generals of the allies would at- 
tack them, and by no means prefume to advance and leave them behind; but they were 
difappointed, beat, and loll all their infantry pofted in the villages. 



• 4 



. .V 



A.. *. 



4 



, t 



< , 



S2 History of the War 

while that under M. Keith took the road of Wclwarn and 
Budyn^ .where he pafled the Egra, and went to encaimp between 
Libofchowitz and Lowofita, oppofite the king's divifion ; fo that 
the whole formed only one afmy, feparated by the Elbe, over 
which they liad the neceffary communications, and could es^ly he 
on either fide, according as clx^cuipftances mi^t require. With 
the remainder of his forces his majefty had formed another con- 
fiderable army, amounting to above 30,000 men, under die 
cpmmand of the prince of PruJiia, who took poft about B6h« 
mifch Leipa. JBy this means it was thought they could effedu- 
aljy cover Ssuacony and Lufatia^ and keep open the communication 
through this laft province with S^efia : for, if the enemy marched 
down the left of the Elbe> and attempted to penetrate into Saxony^ 
^ t|ie way of Auf33g, the kiijg cpujd^ with his army encamped ^bout 
LeutmeritZj pafs the river» and take iuch poiitions between Lowo- 
iitz and Auflig, as would . eflfedtually put a flop to their progrefsi 
and> if they direAed their fleps ^towards Lufatia, the prince's army 
could ealily take fome advantageous cam]p in that mountainous 
country, which would enable him, though inferior, to oppofer 
them with fuccefs, at leaft till the king had time to make fome 
manoeuvre in his favour. 

While his majefty was thus occupied in making diipofitions 
to continue in Bohemia as long as poflible, the Auftrians were no 
lefs aftive in forming their plan to drive him out of iL This 
could be accompliOied in three different ways : the firfl was to fol- 
low M. Keith down the left of the Elbe, and endeavour to pene- 
trate into Saxony, the conqueft of which would open the way to 
carry the war into Brandcburg, and probably furnifli fome op- 
portunity to put a happy end to it ; and the more fo, as the Ruf- 
fians ahd Swedes would be at hand to adt in concert, and confe- 
qucntly with more vigour : the fecond method propofcd, was to^ 

leave 
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leave an army to obferve the enemy, and to fend the remainder 
into Silefia, either to befiege Neifs or Schweidnit^, which, it was 
imagined, would force the enemy to quit Bohemia, in order to 
cover thefe important places, on which the prefervation of Silefia 
kerns very much to depend : the third and laft method that of- 
fered, was to keep the army together, and march towards Liifatia, 
which would force the enemy to retire, or come to an adion : and, 
as this .laft was moft probable, from the known character of the 
king, it would be advlfeable to have the whole army united, rather 
than feparate- it, to undertake many tilings at once, and fo expofe 
it to be beat in detail. This plan was preferred to the others: 
accordingly, the whole Auftrian army paffed the Elbe on the ift ' 
of July, and encamped at Liflau, which the enemy had quitted 
the 26th of laft month, and marched fucceflivcly to Jungbuntzlaw 
and Tfchcditz, on the right of the Ifer. 

Prince Charles fent general Nadafti, with a confiderable corps, 
likewife on the right of that river, as well to obferve the enemy's 
motions at Leutmeritz, as to cover the march of the army to- 
wards Jungbuntzlaw. General Morocz was fent alfo, with a ftrong 
body, on the left of the Ifer, to obferve the prince of Pruffia's 
motions, and to prepare every thing for the march of the main 
army. The firft of thefe corps having taken poft at Mfchno, be- 
tween the prince's army and that of the king, while the other 
paffed the Ifer at Bakehofen, on the prince's left flank, his royal 
highnefs thought it full time to quit Tfcheditz; and> as thefe 
two corps were continually on his flanks, he found it neceflary to 
fall back fucceflively to Hirfchberg, Neufchlofs, and Leipa 5 from 
whence he fent general Putkammer, with four battalions and 500 
huflars, to occupy Gabel, that he might fecure that important 
pafs which leads into Lufatia. , 

Ma. In 
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In the mean time the Auftrians grand anny advanced with flow^ 
but cautious and fure fteps, to Munchengratz, and from themfe ta 
Hunnerwaffer, The enemy's pofition at Leipa^ covered with the 
Poltz, was thought too ftronrg to be attacked ; it was therefore re- 
fblved to turn his left flank and attack Gabpl, which would ne- 
ccffarily force him to retire, and at the fjime time open a fure way 
inta Lcufatia. Accordingly, general I^ficquire, with a confiderablj^ 
detachment, fuftained by the vanguard, was fent on this expedi- 
tion^ The army advanced to Nimes, in order to cover it. The 
place was taken the 1 5th, after a defence of thirty-fix hours, and 
the army immediately pafled the Poltz. AH thefe manosuvres 
forced the prince of Pruflia to quit Leipa ; and having, with Ga- 
bel, loft the nearefl cornmanication with Zittau, where he had a 
itrong garrifbn* and a very confiderable magazine of every kind, 

he was obliged to make feverat forced and difficult marches by 

• 

Kamentz,^ Georgenthaly Kreywitz, Rumburg, and Unterhennerfi- 
dbrfFa, in order, if poffiblcji to anticipate the enemy ; but he was dif- 
appointed ; for, on the taking of GabeT, they had direAed their 
march to Zittau, where they arrived the 19th, znd were then^ 
bombarding the town with the moft unrelenting fury. They had 
however neglefled to inveft it entirely ; the prince feized this fa- 
vourabTe opportunity, approached the place with his army, and 
havingv during the preceding night, withdrawn the greateft parf 
of theffores, baggage, &c. on the 23d' he retired,, by L6bau, to- 
wards Bautzen, without anyother tofs than' that of colonel Diereck,. 
andrabtnit 200 men, whoftill endeavoured to defend themfelves iir 
that general conflagration, which' confumed one of the moil po- 
pulous- and rich cities of Germany: 

Thf Auflrians having thus^^ drove a^ confiderable part ©rtKe 
enemy's forces out of Bohemia, and fecured their eommunica- 
lXon% with that country,, by occupying Zittau- and: Gabel, tfiejr 

xefbLveii 
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rcfolyed to advance farther into Lufatia, and endeavour to cut ofF 
the enemy intirely from Silefia. Accordingly, the grand army 
marched the 25th from Zittau to Eckartfberg 5 from whence fcve- 
ral detachments were fcnt on the left, to obferve the motions of 
the enemy ; and on the right, down the Neife, in order to fecure 
the paiTes into Silefia. A fmall corps of light troops, commanded 
by c6lonel Janus, had already penetrated into-that country by the 
way of Trautenau ; but it was too inconiiderable to undertake any 
thing of confequence. 

His royal bighnelS prince Charles refolved to continue in the 
neighbourhood of Zittau until the enemy quitted the frontiers and 
fell back into Saxony; which he knew they would foon be forced to 
do, in order to oppofe the combined army, that was then forming in 
the empire, and preparing to march towards the Saala and Leipfig. 
While thefc things^ pafTed between prince Charles and the prince 
of Pruflidy the king, with near 40,000 men, remained at Leut- 
merit;? In great tranquility, as if he had been no ways concerned 
in the event. At length, however, the taking of Zittau roufed 
him from his lethargy, and (hewed him the unfavourable fituation 

of his affairs, which nothing but fup^jrior condudt and activity 

» , .'. -.. 

could reinflatc; On entering Bohenljflj at the beginning of the 

* " ■ 

campaign^ Silefia had been left without any troops, excepting fome 
weak garrifons to cover it. The enemy had takenr fucR a pofition 
as made it difficult to fend any fuccours there : they could, there- 
fore, enter that country, and perhaps take fome place of confe- 
quence before it could poflibly be relieved. . 

_ * ''"' * . ,. 

To remedy thefe evils,, his majefly quitted^jlu^utmeritz the 20th, 

and marched fucceffively to Pirna^ where he pjifled the Elbe, Bif-. 
chofffwerda, and Bautzen, where he arrived the a^th, and joined 
the army commianded by the prince of Pruffia, who retired,, ands 
sever appeared more in the field, and died foon after.. 

* ~ ' From 
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From hence his majefty marched to Wciflenbcrg, and tlierc 
waited 'till the arriyal of nriarfhal Keith ; who, having ^cft a fmall 
corps to proteft Saxony, followed with the remainder, and joined 
him in the beginning of Auguft. Having thus affembled a very 
confiderable army, he refolved to open the communication with 
Silefia; and, if pofTible, bring the enemy to an adtion; which 
might, if fuccefsful, retrieve his affairs. 

With thefe views, his majefty quitted WeifTenberg on the 15th, 
and marched to Oftritz. His vanguard took general Beck's bag- 
gage at Bernftadtel ; and fome of the light troops, pufhing on to 
Oftritz, they there furprized general Nadafti, at table ; who, with 
the utmoft difficulty, found means to cfcape- All his equipage 
was taken : fome letters were found in it that indicated a defign 
to betray Drefden to the Auftrians. This ferved as a pretext to 
treat the queen of Poland with fome hardftiip. On the i6th he 
advanced within cannon /hot of the cfnemy, in order to give them 
battle J but he found them fo advantageoufly poftcd, that he did 
not think it prudent to attack them. However, he continued here 
'till the 20th ; and then, finding they would not quit their pofition, 
returned to his former camp bfehind Oftritz. Though his majefty 
had not been able to execute his plan intirely, he had gained an 
important point by opening a communication with Silefia; which 
he refolved to keep fo, if poffible, that his forces might aA in 
concert, at leaft, if not united. He left, therefore, in this neigh- 
bourhood, a confiderable part of his army, under the command 
of the prince of Bev<^ ; and, with the remainder, returned to 
Drefden, in ordef*>to march againft the combined army, which 
was advanci^ tbwafds Saxony. 

Before we procieed to give an account of the ulterior operations 
of the refpeftive armies, we think it may be ufeful to examine thofe 
which happened; after the fiege of Prague. In the defcription wc 

have 
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have given of this country, it appears, there are three roads that 
go out of it into Luiatia : the fir ft, near the Elbe, goes, by Leipa, 
Kamentz, and Rumburg, towards Bautzen > the fecond, along. the 
Ifer, by Munchengratz, and Gabel, towards . Zittau ; the third, 
by Reichcnberg, and Fried^and, towards Lauban : all which are 
intercepted by many and great defiles, cfpecially the firft and laft, 
where a corps, compofed of a few battalions, w^ould fuffice to ftop 
an army* Xl^e plan, formed by the Auftrians, to ad: on the right 
of the Elbe^ preferable to the left, was certainly well advifed ; 
becaufe they could, with greater facility, drive the enemy out of 
Bohemia, than if they attempted it on the other fide, where he 
cpuld take many pofitions between Lowofitz and Pima, from 
whence they could not force, him by any direft motion ; and, if 
they endeavoured to get on his flanks, it would be attended with 
Igfs of time, and perhaps would fail in the execution. This pla(x 
was attended with ajiother great advantage, that, in forcing the 
enemy to retire Qut of Bohemia, by gaining his left flank, they 
cut him off fromSUefia, and opened a fure way into it for them* 
fclves. 

As fbon as the array pafled the Elbe, a- large corps, under Na- 

dafti, was fent to obferve the king; and another between that and 

the prince of Pruflia's army; Thcfe twa corps were fo ftrong, 

that when united they fornrieda fmall army, and could with fafety 

keep,clofe tO the efiesny, and render the communication between 

their two armies very precarious. A third was fent on tlie prince's 

left flank 5 and, within a march of thefc different corps> the main 

army advanced under prince Charles* By this admirable difpofition 

he could fuftain them> if neccflary ; and they had a fure retreat by 

falling back on his army : he was covered by them 3 and> keeping 

on the left of .the Ifer, could not be forced to fight againft his wilL 

meafures were ' fo well taken, and executed with fo much 
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vigour and prudence, that In zo days he forced the enemy to 
abandon Bohemia with great lofs, and cut off his commnnicatio 
with Silefia. 

If, after the taking of Zittau, his royal highnefs had marched 
to Stromberg, beyond L6bau, or to Reichenbach, or, laftly, to 
Jauernick, with a ftrong corps oh the Landfcron, and the light 
troops in the woods behind L6bau, the enemy could never have 
opened a communication with Silefia. The pofition of Kleinfchonau 
was too far back, and left the road between Bautzen and G6rlitz 
open ; fo that the king could always enter Silefia without any op- 
pofition. The method, purfued by prince Charles, of adting with 
ftroDg corps, rather than with the whole army, is attended w;ith 
infinite advantages : i. it facilitates the means of fubfifting, which^ 
in every country, is difficult, when the army is very numerous ; 
2. it enables you to engage every day Wirfe 'important combati 
without bringing affairs to a decifion'; ^. ^hey revive ^e fpirits 
of the foldiers, whom fojrmer misfortunes have rendered timid; 
4, by taking poft on the enemy's flanks you force him to quit 
every camp, however ftrong, and confequently to abandon the 
whole country. All which truths are deduced clearly from the 
condudt of prince Charles on this occafion. 

That of jthc king does not, on the whole, appear in the fame 
favourable Jight. His adtivity in raifing the fiege of Prague is 
..much to be commended; the leaft delay would have been fatal to 
i- him: his dividing the army iuto feveral ftrong corps, after the 
battle of Kolliji, very much facihlated the retreat. Thefe pre- 
fented fo many objefts to the enemy^ that he could not immedi- 
a,tely .dejtermine which was moft worthy his attention ; nor could 
he undertsJce any thing againft them 'till he bad afcertained their 
number, fpecics, and pofition : in the mean time they retired with 
tranquility and fafety. From the king's conduct, on this occafion, 

may 
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may be deduced a general rule for retreating after an aftion loft. 
That an army retreating muft be divided into as many ftrong corps 
as the nature of the country will admit of; becaufe, in this cafo, 
the enemy can do you no very eiTential damage : if he feparatcs 
his army likewife into many corps, neither of them will be ftrong 
enough to undertake any thing of confequence ; even, if they keep 
too clofc, 'they may receive fome confiderable check. Another 
advantage, arifing from this method of retiring, is, that the ene- 
my cannot intercept any one of your corps; becaufe he can neither 
pufh between them, nor go fo far about as to come before them, 
without expoiing his own troops to be hemmed in between your 
different corps. If he follows you with his whole army, one only 
divifion can be in danger, which may be eafily avoided by forming 
a ftrong rear-guard, who will get time for the remainder to march 
off in fafety ; and the more fo, as a fmall corps marches much 
more lightly than an army. Care muft be taken not to engage the 
whole corps; becaufe, if the enemy is near, and adls with vigour, 
it will be loft intircly. 

When prince Charles pafled the Elbe, it was evident he pro- 
pofed to advance towards Lufatia, confequently the king fliould 
have left M. Keith, with a few battalions and fquadrons, in the 
mountains between Lowofitz and Pirna, to cover Saxony, againft 
the enemy's light troops, and with the remainder have taken a 
pofition behind the Poltz, about Leipa or Ninles, with a ftrong 
corps on his left, towards Liebenau, and another fmaller on his 
right, between him and the Elbe, on the road to Rumburg. Tliis 
would have made it impoffible for the enemy to advance one ftep 
'till they had diflodged him : they could not think of entering 
thofe great defiles, through which the road leading to Rumburg 
pafles, having a corps, as I fuppofe, in front, and the whole army 
oo their flank and rear; nor could they enter thofe of Liebenau 

N and 
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and Reichenberg on his left, for the fame teafons : they muft 
fequently cither force him to retire, or flop ihort. It was ftill 
more improbable that they would ieparate their army and fend a 
confiderable part o£ it to make an efficaciooa divedion in Sile£a. 
Such is the ftrength of this couatcy, and Co many good camps to- 
be found in it, that, if the prince of Pruffia, even with his army,, 
had taken the roadof Gabel and Zittau>. inftead of that of Rumburg^. 
it is probable he might have flopped prince Charles^ for fom'e time^ 
at leaft. The enemy did not choofe to ventur^e between his right 
flank and the king's army, and they, could not eaiily take a pofition? 
on his left^ that could, force him to quit Gabel and Zittau, if he 
had taken his camp on^ the mountains between thefe two place^j. 
which he ought to have done, rather than take the road of Rum-^ 
burg, by which he loffc them both,, and his communication <with^ 
$ilefia. When the enemy arrived at Hunnerwafler, Why did not 
the king march inftantly from Gailorffi and come on their flank 
and rear,, while the prince his brother attacked them in front? 
Nothing in the world could hinder them from ading in concert •. 
This, however,, and many other favourable opportunities, . which, 
the enemy gave him, were lofV. His majefly continued, as we: 
hav^ faid, all this while, near Leutmeritz, in perfeft tranquility. 

The prince's army was,, no doubt, too weak to withfland the: 
efforts of the enemy, who were more than double his number;; 
yet we think he might. have taken fuch camps as would. have flop- 
ped them. When a general has the* misfortune to comnund an- 
army that is much inferior to that of the enemy, he mufl certainly 
retire before them, if they fend. very flrong corps on his flanks, as^ 
well becaufe his fubfiflance becomes precarious, asbecaufe they. 
may, by a judicious ufe of thefe corps,, attack him with united^ 
forces in front and rear, and intirely defeat him, particularly if the: 
country has many defiles. A general^t^. in fkch circumflances, has^ 

hut 
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but one way to extricate himfelf ^ which is, to attack, witli hii 
whole forces, whatever corps may be fent on his ilank : if he fuc^ 
cee^, once or twice, the enemy will fcarce attempt -a third time. 
The prince, having negleded to do this, was, as we have faid, 
forced <o retire from <:amp to carnp^ and at leqgth to abandon the 
whole country. • 

- 0URIKO thefe tranfadtions in Bohemia, the army t>f the empire, 
confifting of 32 fquadrons, 32 battalions, 23 companies of grena- 
4iiers, 2 regiments of huflais, and 52 pieces of cannon, commanded 
by the prince of Hildburgfliaufen, aifembled in the circle of Fran- 
conia, in the month of Auguft. Thefe were to be reinforced by 
jo,ooo French, under the command of prince Soubife, who had 
been for fome time on the Main. Accordingly, they unked at 
Erfurth on the 2jft of Auguft, and aiTumed the title of the com<^ 
bined araiy ; the objcfl: of which, was, to drive the Pruflians out 
of Saxony. This, it was thought, could be executed without any 
conffiderable difficulty. The country was in fome meafure defence-- 
lefs, there being nothing to guard it but fome iew weak garrifons^ 
"which, though united, could form but an inconiiderable corps^ 
incapable of keeping the field againft fuch fuperior forces j and^ 
being thus feparated, were ftill iefs capable of making any effedtual 
refiftancc. The king, being wholly taken up in obferving the 
Auftrians, had not, * as they imagined^ either time or means to 
«Gome and oppofe their operations, 

Foit thefe reafons, it was refolved to march down the Saala and 
begin the campaign with the fi^e of Leipfig, preferable to any 
^ther eoterpri^et becaufe they would be at hand to receive all kind 
of fuecoiur$ from Richlieu*^ army, now intircly at liberty by the 
conventkm pf Clofterfevcn, and moreover could, in tafe of fuc- 
cefs^ take their winter quarters in this part of Saxony, and the 
tiext campaign proceed to the intire conqueft of it, and of Magde- 
burg and Brandeburg. 

N % The 
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The king knew perfcdlly well, that, if the progrcfs of the com- 
bined army,, and that of M. Richlieu, was not immediately flop* 
pcd, they would foon be on the Elbe; the confequence of which 
muft he fatal to him. Having,^ therefore, left an army of 40 bat- 
talions and 70 fquadrons, under the prince of Bcvcm, to defend^ 
Silefia, he quitted Bernftadtel the 25th of AugufV, aad marched to^ 
Drefden, where he affembfcd an army, and proceeded without de- 
lay to the Saala. On the 12th of September he arrived at Erfurth^. 
which the enemy abandoned on his approach, and retired to. Eife- 
iKLchw His majefly followed them, intending to give them battle^ 
but he found them fo advantageoufly pofled, that h« did not think, 
it advifeable to attack them ; and, feeing they declined coming ta- 
a^ action as much as poffible^ h'e refblved to fall back oathe Saala^. 
as well to make his army iubfifl with more eafe, as to be at hand' 
to fuflrain a detachment whicb he propofed fending under prince 
Ferdinand, to coves Halberftadt and the neighboudng country*,.. 
againil the incu«fiona of th& light troops, which ihfefted them 
daily from Richlieu's army ; and another^ under prince Maurice, 
between the Moldau and the Elbe^ to cover Aat part of Saxony 
and Brandeburg. Accordingly, he retired firft to ButteUladt, andl 
fronx thence to Naumburg, where he arrived the 13th ofOdober., 
This retreat encouraged the combined- army to advance ; they re.- 
fumed their former pofitioaat Erfurth> virherc general St.Gcmiaitt 
was poftcd, with a considerable detachment,, to, obferva the kiag'su 
motions, and cover the remainder of the army, who,, not being; 
able to fupport the cold, were put inta quarters of cantonment.. 

Prince Charles, feeing the enemy's forces thus Separated at am 
immenfe diftancej and the road into Brandeburg quite open> refot- 
ved to fend a confiderabre detachment to Berlin,^ and, tO' cover thi^ 
expedition, another great corps, under general Marfhal, was fent 
upon the Elfter,. His royal highnefs propofed, by this enterprizci. 
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to raifc the credit of his arms, which the taking of the enemy's 
capital could not fail to do ; to make a diverfion in favour of the 
combined army, hecaufe it was not doubted but the king would 
quit Saxony for fome time, and haften to the fuccour of his refi- 
dence/ and laftly, to oblige the prince of Bevern to make fome 
confiderable detachment, which would facihtate the means to drive 
him out of his prefent advantageous pofition. 

Accordingly, general Haddick, with about 4000 hicn, was 
fent to Berlin; which he tookji and ranfomed, and then retired 
behind the Spree w^th fafety and honour* 

Prince Maurice, who, as hath been faid^ had been detaiched 
tpwards the £lbe» was on his march there when he was informed 
of th? enemy's enterprize againfl Berlin; he immediately pafled 
that river, and directed his march towards Berlin, in hopes jflill to 
anticipate the enemy, or at Icaft intercept him in his retreat; but„ 
on his arrival at Schwelinz, advice was brought that Haddick had 
htcn at Berlin, and, having ranfomed it,^ was retired into Lufatia* 
* The king, having been informed of this enterprize againd his 
capital, and believing at firil that the enemy had concerted fome 
fplid plan with, the Swedes, who were likewife advancing that 
way^ thought it neceflary to go and defeat their deiigns in perfon. 
For which puirpofe, having left about 6000 or 7000 men, under 
M. Keith, to guard the Saala, and obferve the combined army, 
he quitted Leipiig on the 1 6th of Odobqr, and on the 2ath arrived 
at Annaherg, on the right of tlie Elbe, where he was informed of 
Haddick's retreat. Upon which he ordered prince Maurice to re- 
fume his pofition between the Elbe and the Moldau, and with part 
of the troops returned to Leipfig. 

The generals of the combined army, now reinforced by a very 
ftrong corps, commanded by the duke of Broglio, refolved to feize: 
this favourable opportunity which the king's abfence afforded them,. 

audi 
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and once more penetrate into Saxony : accordingly, they put their * 
troops in motion, paffed the Saala on the 25th, and on the 27th 
had their head quarters at Weiflenfcls. From hence count dc Mailly 
was fent to fummon Leipfig, which M. Keith refufcd to furrendcr. 
Things were in this fituation, when the king arrived with abouc 
1 0,000 men ; and, being joined by the corps under M. Keith, and 
prince Ferdinand, an army of 22,000 men was aflembled, with 
which he refolved to march againft the eneijiy. 

Though the combined army was much fuperior to that of the 
king, it was thought prudent to decline coming to an a<^ion, with 
the Saala behind them ; and probably they meant to concert ibme 
new plan with M. Richlieu, now intirely difengaged. Accordingly, 
the whole army repafTed that river on the 29th ; 4 battalion^ and 
z 8 companies of grenadiers, were left to defend Wei/Ienfels ; and 
14 battalions, with fome cavalry, under the command of the duke 
of Broglio, were fent to occupy Merfeburg; which ihews they 
then propofed defending the banks of the Saala. 

The king quitted Leipfig on the 30th, and arrived the day fol- 
lowing at Weiflenfcls, which he ordered to b? attacked inilandy; 
and, after fome refinance, took it fword in hand. The eaemj» 
leaving for the moft part pafled the river, put fire to the bridge, 
which intercepted fome of them, who were made prifoners. Their 
army was divided into two parts : the one, commanded by the 
prince of Hildburg(haufen, remained oppofite to Weidenfels ; and 
the other, under prince Soubife> approached Merfeburg, to fuftain 
M. Broglio, or cover his retreat, in cafe it fhould be thought con- 
venient to abandon that place. 

His majefty knew, that, while the enemy had fuch confiderable 
forces on the frontiers of Magde^burg and Saxony, he could not 
think of feparating his army, to put the troops in winter quarters 
when the feafon required it, even fuppofing he could keep the 

whole 
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whole in that country : it was therefore refolvcd to give the com- 
.bined army battle, and, if they declined it, drive them fo far back 
.that they could not refume their operations, at leaft for this cam-- 
paign. Accordingly, bridges were thrown over the Saala, at 
Wexflenfek, Metfeburg, and Halle, where the army pafled in 
three columns, and affembled, the 2d of November, near the vil- 
ilage of Roibach, as in A. A. The enemy, having abandoned the* 
deiign of defending the banks of the Saala, quitted Merfeburg, 
and united their whole forces in B. R. The king examined their 
ipoiition the 3d, and refblved to attack them the next morning. 
Accordingly, he advanced at the head of his cavalry, in order to' 
occupy thofe pofts which fhould be found moft proper to cover tlie: 
infantry, and at the fame time form his difpofitions for the attack* 
JBeing arrived in D. D. he perceived they had, in the* preceding 
jaight, changed their pofition,. and taken another in G. C. which 
appeared too flrong to be attacked : upon which the army was or-^ 
ulered to march on the left, and encamp in- E».£. with the left at 
.Roibach, the center at Schartau, and the right towards Bedra,. 
•with the cavalry in the third line. 

The commanders of the combined army attributed this retro- 
grade motion of the king to fear. This, and the great force of theirr 
army, elated their courage in fuch a manner, that they refolved to^ 
attack him next morning, and fo finifh the campaign; the fatigues 
of which tiiieir troops ieemed no longer able or willing to endure- 
The king's right and center were deemed too well, pofted to be- 
.attacked with fucce&, confequently they propofed attacking the 
lleft on the flank and rear; and at the fame time general St.. Ger- 
main was ordered to take poft, with a confiderable corps, in N. N. 
as well to araufe the enemy, as to cover the march of the army : 
at II o^clock it was put in motion, in three columns; the van- 
guard wjas compofed of Auflrian and imperiaL cavalry,, followed by 

the. 
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the French and imperial infantry; the whole was clofcd by the 
French horfe. Being arrived on the tiilJ, oppofite the enemy's 
left flank, they halted, and ordered the French horfe to advance, 
and join the reft of the cavalry at the head. 

About i o'clock the king was informed that they were in 
march on his left flank; but, not being able as yet to difcovcr 
their intentions, he remained quiet for the prcfent, and obfervcd 
them. At 2 o'clock he perceived they had paiTed his flank, and 
continued marching towards Merfeburg; upon which he ordered 
his cavalry and artillery to march on the left, behind the hills, and 
occupy that near Lunftadt and Reichertfwerben, while the infantry 
followed in all haflc. 

The generals of the combined army, feeing the enemy quit their 
camp with an appearance of precipitation, thought they were re- 
tiring ; which fecmed the more probable, as they could not difco- 
ver any thing of the march, being covered by the hills. Anxious 
left the enemy efcaped, and they lofc the fruits of their fine difpo^ 
fitions, they advanced in great hafte with their cavalry, followed, 
at a confiderable diftance, by their infantry, hoping to overtake thfc 
rear-guard, and, by attacking it with vigour, either deftroy it, or 
force the enemy to a general adtion. Being arrived near Rcichcrtf- 
werT3en, fome of the enemy's horfe appeared on the heights behind 
the village ; they continued, however, to advance, thinking they 
were only pofted there to gain time, and cover the retreat. This 
illnfion foon vanifhed; all the Pruffian horfe was then forming, 
under the proteftion of fome heavy artillery, pofted on the hilJ, 
which did great execution, and contributed efTentially to the fuc-' 
ccfs of the battle. As foon as they were formed, his majcfty or- 
dered them to attack that of the enemy ; this they executed with 
promptitude and vigour, broke them, and drove them back in 
confudon to the village of BufcndorfF, where they attempted to 

rally j 
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rally ; but the Proffians renewed their attack, without giving them 
time to execute it, broke them ^ain, and £o efFcdlually, that they 
quitted the field. In the mean time the generals of the combined 
army endeavoured to form their infantry ; but the king, who had 
as yet fix or eight battalions only come up^ ordered them inftantly 
to advance, and attack the eneoiy, while they were occupied in. 
forming the line. This was immediately executed; and, being 
fupporte4 by the cavalry and artillery, they eafily broke thofe. 
few troops which had formed at the head of the columns, and 
drove tliem back in confufion. 

Prince Soubife, however, did not give up the affair as loft; 
Ae referve, confifting of five regitofcnts of cavalry, was ordered 
to advance and fuftain the infantry, in order to form the line, if 
poffible. Thefe were inftantly attacked, broke, and drove off the 
field ; upon which the infantry, unfupported by its own cavalry, 
taken in iiank by that of the enemy, and moreover expofed to a 
heavy fire of the artillery andYmall arms, were unable to keep their 
^rbund, much lefs form a line forwards : they attempted oiice more 
to form it behind, between the village of BufendorfiT and the 
Luftichifif, under the protedtionofibme French cavalry 5 but thefe 
being over-powered, atKl forced to retire, afiter a vigorous combat^ 
the infantry was likewife oblig^ to quit. the £eld with precipi- 
tation. Count St. Germain covered the retreat. 

Thus ended the battle of Rolbach ; where 22,000 men, con- ' 
du£fced with prudence and vigour, defeated above 50,000, with the ' 
ioconfiderable lofs of about 300 men, killed and wounded; whereas * 
that of the combined army amounted to about 800 killed, and ' 
60Q0 prifoners, including 1 1 generals and 300 ofiicers, together * 
with 72 pieces of cannon, and otlier military trophies. Many re- * 
lations of this battle were publifhed by authority: that of Viertna** 
is too general, and gives a very imperfedt idea of it; we fhall, • 
therefore, omit it, and give that of Berlin^ and another .wrotci by an 

O officer 
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Officer in the combined armjr; Which^ with what wc nave faW- o» 
the fubjeft^ will enable the reader to form a proper judgment oB 
this extraordinary tranfa<Stion* 
'The Pruffians account of the battle is as follows : 
'- '* In' the beginning of September, the army of the cmpirei an<E 
*• the corps commanded by prince.Soubife^.,aflembled at Erfurth^. 
*^ in tending. to penetrate into Saxony, and render themfelvcs mafters: 
** of the Elbe : upon which part of the Fruffian .army marched 
^ tov^ards Naumburg*. Our light troopa had afkirmiih with thofe^ 
•* of the encmy> over which they gained a coafiderable advantage^ 
^^ The army pafTed the SaaW aod advanced a» far as Buttelftedt;^ 
^' About this time the convention of Bremdcforde^ hetweea iht^ 
^^ French and Hanoverians^r was.ioade^ a^ a ibongtrorps from tho: 
^* duke of Richlieu's army entered the principfdity e£ Halberftadt ;. 
prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic was ftnt there; he.foba.ddivered: 
the country from the Frenchj of wfitom he took 20 oiScers. andT 
400 men 1 but,^ as the duke cf Richlieu adi^anced with his. whola 
array, prince Ferdinand retired to Wanfleben, from whence he ^ 
coiiild intercept their convoys.. His majefty's army marched to- 
*\ Erfurth, which the enemy quitted and retked into tile moun^ 
*^' tains, behind Eiienach. We>had^ poft at Gotha; prince Hild-^* 
burghaufen attacked it, but was repulied with lofs. Both armies ' 
continued in this fituation 'tiU the end of Odober, when a corps 
^'- of Hungarian troops marched through Lufatia into Brandeburg t 
^ it. was thought that general Marffaal's corps would follow them, 
*'• which obliged his majcfty to fend prince Maurice to oppofe 
*^' them, and he himfelf followed, and advanced as far as Annaberg,. 
^*- to intercept them; hut the enemy's expedition had no other ob- 
*'i jefi; than to raife contribution, and, on the approach of prince 
*•• Maurice, they retired without having colleded it at all. While. 
"'-part of oiir army marched to faccour the eledlorate, M. Keith,. 

•^ wit^ 
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<f' wkh tthe r«ftf . retired dnto Xxipiig, The generals of the *coin^ 
'^* bkied army beli^ed this ^favourable mom^t to put thelr^pcQ- 
^< jeds in execution ; accorxliiigly they marched can tonwife^ . part 
^^ by Naumiwrg and Zeitz> and part by Weifienfels, in order ^o 
^< take Xdpl^aad our great .magazine at Torgau. Our arn^y 
^^ was^erdered to lafTemhLe . at Leipfig* where the. different corpa 
^^ arxured the 2iSth of O^oher. On the 31ft we marched, in^nd^ 
"^^ ing to attack the -eneic^'s quarters,; we made Tome prironex;s, 
^' but went no farther, than Lutsen^ His majefty, being informed 
'* that the .enemy retired, on all.dde^, marched with the vangnard 
to WeiiTenfels. This city was defended by foptie of the Bay?- 
rtianvaod .Circle's troc^$; we attackeid it« and took it, with abq^it 
^^ 300 priiaaer&: the €u>emy burnt the bridge over the JSaala.^9 
^* facilitate their flight. The troops of the en^pire encanjped on the 
*' jOther,rfidc of, the fiverj -over .agauu(k Weiffenfejs, pofted .behind 
^Vthe-enclefures andthehoufes^ 'ux order- to hinder us from rq-> 
pairii^ me bridge: they formed a chain on, the left fide .of the 

river J ^nd marChal Keitb> whoj with the greateil^part of tl^e 
arniyj w^s marched to' I^ferfebuj^gt found the bri4ge burnt, ai^d 
the towi^ occupied by ,14 French haltalious, a detachment .^f 
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** whidi.brpkc down thebndge at -Halle. The field ijiarfhal weqt 
/« with a '^detachment to this laft , place, and ordered the bridge 
/* to be' repaired, which obliged the enemy to. abandon their, pofts 
•* on the .Saala, and retire - towards Micheln* We repaired xnxr 
f\ ioeditttely.the other. bxi^Jge*, .andi-pafled the riycr by Merfcburg, 
^' Halle, .and Weifienfelst the three cphimns affembled on the fame 
•^dayaear.the village of Rjo&ach. His majeflyi having reconr 
^•* noitredthc enemy, found thab.thcy could.be attackfd on thp 
'* right flank with advantage, which was refolved to be executejl 
•' the following day : accordingly we marched, the cavalry having 
** the vanguard. When we arrived- on the heights, froni whence 

^ O 2 '^ the 
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** the day before we had examined the e&tvaft pofition* vf^ 
•• found they had changed it: their front was not only parallel 
♦* ' to ours, • But was covered by a deep ravin > tiheir right was in a^ 
' " wood, on a high Rill, covered dfo widi three redoubts and aa 
'* abbattis.* It was not thought prudent to attack them in this- 
' «' advantageous pofition, and fo we returned' to our old camp.. 
•' The enemy, perceiving we did not attack them, ordetedfomc: 
•^ detachments to follow us ; they fired a> few- cannon (hot at our- 
*' cavalry, but without efTed. The 5 th, in the morning, we wcrcr 
^« informed the enemy were in motion on Aeir right y and; foon* 
*' after, that their whole army was m march.: about noon we- 
** perceived the heads of their columns oppofite to the flank of' 
'* our left wing : we would take no- refblution 'till we knew pcr-^ 
•* fcftly their intentions. About 3 o'clock we perceived' they:^ 
^^ had pafled' our left wihg, and* diredted their march towards^ 
** Merfeburg: upon which our army was fbrmed' in order of battle,, 
** and, having made a motTon on the kft, we coilfed them y we- 
•' reached the heights, which our cavaTry occupied' in ftich a man-^ 
•* ner,, that they^ came on the flank of that of" the enemy, and; 
after feveral' attacks broke and diiperfed themi. Our infantry* 
reached the village of Reicheptfwerbert, where our Itft was. 
p0fted5 andi as we perceived* the French infantry form in co- 
lumns, in order to attack us^ wc anticipated* them.. The bat- 
^' tie Tailed about an hour and a half: fix battalions only of our 
left wing came to adtibn. We followed the enemy to Burgwer- 
ben : the night hindered us from reaping flill' greater advanta^s^ 
from our viftory. The day fbllowing our army marched* to-^ 
wards Freidburg : the 7th a fltong detachment pafled the S^litf, 
^ and advanced to Eckartfberg> &c. 6cc.y 

* TrcQs Qu^down, and p^Ij|ced fp as toform a paiafct.;, behiod whicb the troops, ^artir 
cularlyinffintiy, are placed; 

The 
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^as'Aezt was wrote by a French officer ia the combined 

army. 

^^ It was refolved to attack the left flank of die Pniffian army: 
^^ accordingly^ at nine m the mornings onr's niarched in two co- 
^ lumns. General ,St. Germain was ordered to take poA befoit: 
^ QUr ^M^]^ with 9 battations and 14 or 1 5^ iqvadrons, in ordei- 
^ to attack the enemy in fronts when he pepceived that we did 
** the fanie oa his flank; The king, having been^ informed of 
<^ thefe motions, which he fb much de£ired> left his camp ftand- 
^* ingy with part, of his army in^ it» to oppofe St^ Germain, 
^^ and to make us belieiie he was in pcrfb& ieeuri^. The left 
.'' wing of his^ anny was hid behind a hiil> and covered by fome 
^< marfhy ground^, and. a yiUage : past of his asmy was formed be> 
^ hind the above-mentioned hill, on which was a great quantity 
^ of artillery.. Not. fatrftom'. this hill is another, which joins it,, 
.'< and extends far into the plain. . Behind, this hill the enemy had 
^ his infantiy in columns, a great quantity of artillery, and almoil 
^^ his wi^olc cavalry. Our amxy, having^ marched about two hours^ 
^' was now oppofite.tha enemy's. flank; we had a fine plain. before 
us, and,, perceiving no. enemy, we haftened our march. It 
looked: as if we feared the enemy (hould efcape us,, and only 
reconnoitred his fronts without taking any notice, of his left 
wing; fo were we heartily chaftifed for it*. About half an hour 
after three, our cavalry ftruck in with that of the enemy, which 
^ ftood at the.bottom. of thefecond. hillj^. and advanced in good 
order againfl:. ours,^ whom they could ealily break ;. becaufe the 
cavalry of the empire was fo clofe to them, that they coul^ 
not fire /teely,, nor could they form? in good order. When the 
enemy firft. appeared,, the cavalry of the left wing^ was ordered 
^. to advance, which they executed full gallop; but they foun^ 
^ that of the right wing retiring in confufion. Notwithftandinc^' 
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*^ this, the/Auftritn cwzky^.^xAlSMnps^ 

** meth, and Fitzjames in particular, fought with fuccefs. SosniP 
wasrtfae .cotnfaat between the xsay^Iry'ai^gfigbdt wheat .^19 $mmy 
direfted hifi artillery la play iia thJe i%>iiit!»id:flaiik Of our ok 
valry and sxi&ntry. .Our in£mtry was.imaiedaatelyi formed^ 'but 
in fotne places they wece^loo clofep axalid ^hers h^ large, open- 
ings; tfaey moved ;tQ the. left, where fome brigades were ;^>on 
repulfbd 1 by the iire x£ jtfae. Pmilii^s : that of Mai% ;foU[Hvcd 

^* them; that of Wittmer, of wJiidx wafi i^ regime&t cf E^ie^ 
bach,, kept its ground the longeil ; and prinee /fioubiie was 
obliged , to go himfclf juid order It-tQ.tetine*'* . * : ^^ 

Alx« .'the. other. accQuats concur ; in fthe principal iHrotindlli^ 

«nd thcre&re it feems ncedleis to add zsxynoaiaa.. , '* 
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Thi; generals of the coriibincd anny do hot fceni to have formea 
any fixed plan of operatlonSj as, if they propofed aSing according 
to circumftances, as they occaliondUy arofe :. at'^firft they leem wil- 
ling to occupy Saxony, .provided it might "be doine vvithbut any 
rilk *; they avoid coming to an ^adtlon during the whole campaign, 
and at laft, when it was leaft proper, they engage it. When the 
kin^ quitted the Saala, having there gnly 1^,000 men in two dif- 
ferent corps, then was .the time to advance and attack/ Leipfig; 
they might have taken many pofitioii?, .which wouldrhave made it 
difficult, and perhaps impoflible, for thb King to relieve it; as he 
had no more than 10,000 men with him, and about m6ooo men 
^nder pryice Maurice j fo that they woiild- have had' only tliefe 
16,000 nien to contend with. As to the corps under prince Fer- 
dinand, he might eafily have been forced under the' cannoii of 
Magdeburg I any finall detachment from the right of Richlieu's 

/army 
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wttiy^ ^pMUld'faave been fu^ient for that purpofe. Having fuf* 
ftred* the king to unite his different corps at Leipfig, it was pru- 
dent^ no doubt, to repa& the Saak, be^aufe it is of too dangerous 
axonfcquencc- to engage an aftion with a great river- behind the 
army ; but they fhould have defended the banks of that river^ 
As thejr were much flronger than the king, he coukl not pafs it 
without their knowledge: if they left a flrong detachment over' 
againft'Weiflcnfels> and another at Merfeburg, and with the army' 
hiEid taken a central pofition between thefe two places, tl«y could^ 
by aneafy march, fiiftain either of them; and therefore,, in all 
probability, hive hindered the enemy from pafling at all. If they* 
ptopc^d fightings they could not have a better ojpportmiity than 
Vi^Hle^tHe enemy was paiKng the river i and, if they did not, they 
iliould have gone bi^ind the Unftrut> and covered thcmfelves with 
tUat river* It is agreed upon> by every one^ that- the king's arjny 
pafl^d the Saala in three columns ; one at Weiflenfels,, another at ' 
Merfcburg, and the third at Halle; by which means they were 
foparated. from each other about fcven miles > and that they united 
ab'Rofbach^ We cannot conceive why the generals of the com- 
bined army permitted the enemy to commit fo great a faulty with- 
out punifhing him for it : they could have taken many pofition Si 
to prevent the'junftion of thefe columns ; and could, with their* 
united forces, attack either of them feparately ; as appears evident,. * 
fit}m thcinfpedtion of the map. Having, during the campaign,, 
declined coming to an a^ioni they fliould have periifted in that 
rdxA\xtioii a few days longer ; hecaufe, from the fituation of affairs 
in Silefia and in Weftphalia^ it vvas probable the king would be 
forced to go againft the Auftrians in perfon; and, though he did 
n^U it- was impoffibic far him to oppofe effe<fhially the. combined 
army; and that of Richlieu, now difengaged, becaufc he muft ne- 
ceffarily have one or the other upon his flank j and, having aKout ' 

• * 
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a fifth part of their forces only, he niuft have abandoned *the<:dUA«- 

try, or fell a victim to fuperiority, if he pcrfiflcd to wait for them i 

fo that in this very campaign he vrould have loft either .Saxony 

or Silefia, and perhaps both, had M. Richlieu and the generals of 

the combined army a<fted with moye judgment* 

The plan tiicy formed to attack the enemy's left flank was in- 

cpnfiftent with all the rules of military prudence j becaufe, in caie 

of a defeat, there was no retreat at all for them : they had a river 

behind them, and the enemy between tliem and the country to 

which tbcy muft neceflarily retire* The condud; of the adion 

was no lefs imprudent; they could not think the enemy would 

permit them to invelope his left wing/ and cut him oflf from the 

Saala ; and, as they marched at mid-day, he could not be deceived 

* * 

as to their intentions. No general will fuffer an enemy to attack 

him in flank and rear: How could they imagine fuch Ot general 
as the king of Pruflia would conamit this fault ? When they re- 
folved to attack his left flank, they fhouid have made fbme de- 
monftrations on his right, to draw his attention that way: and, 
by marching in the night, approach his left flank> and attack it, 
without giving him time to change his pofltion. Thi« was the 
only probable means to bring tlieir plan to bear* The method 
they took made it imprafticable from the firil inftant they put the 
army in motion. 

When the king quitted his camp with an air of precipitation, 
St. Germain iliould have followed him; and a ftrong detachment of 
cavalry have been fent on the road to Merfeburg, in order to recon- . 
noitre his motions; and> if they found he 'was retiring, thefe two 
corps would have fufficcd to beat his rear-guard ; and, if it was 
found he only changed pofition, they would hayc kept him at bay, 
and give time to form the artny, or retire into their old camp. Surely 
It was unpardonable to march with the whole army without any 

vanguard. 
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vanguards winch muft never be done, particularly if near the, 
encmy« When at length they were undeceived, and found that 
the enen>y was forming on the heights of Reichertfwerben, Why 
perfifl in-advancing ? They fhould inftantly have formed their line 
as far backwards as poflible, and by no means attempt it under. 
' the enemy *s fire, and fo near hinii becaufe fuch manoeuvres can 
never fucceed, if the enemy has either condudl or vigour. 

The king appears in a very different light : though he fees the 
enemy in motion all the morning, he is eafy and quiet ; no ways 
agitated, as too often is the cafe ; waits *till he perceives their in- 
tentions, and then inftantly makes his difpofitions. , His march-* 
jng behind the hill .was attended with many great advantages : 
that appearance of a flight elated the fpirits of the enemy fo as 
to make them negledt the necefTary precautions ; they haflened fa 

* * 

much that their army was thi'own into fome diforder while in 
march; and they were fo perfectly deceived, that they found 
themfelves, all at once, with the head of their columns, under 
the fire of the enemy's, line ^ and fo near, that they could not form 
their troops. The king faw this favourable moment, and ordered 
his cavalry to attack diredily ; and, though fcarce any of . the in* 
fantry was conie up, he ordered thofe few battalions to advance 
before the enemy could make any difpofition. One inch of ground, 
or one inftant of time lofl, would have given the enemy time and 
room to form their line ; but the king's difpofitions were fo exad:> 
and fo well calculated, that neither happened; and he was moft 
defervedly crowned with viftory ; which put an end to the cam- 
paign in Saxony. 

We have already faid, that his majcfty the king of Pruflia, 
on leaving Lufatia, had left there the duke of Bevcrn,* with a 

P • confiderablc 

• Augtiftus William duke of Bcvern ww born in 1715 : in 4733 he ferved againft the 
French; in 1735 ^^ entered the Pruffian feririce, as lieutenant colonel; in 1739 he wa« 



10^ History of the WaUl 

corifidcrable body of troops> to obfcrvc prince Charles j and) above** 
all things, bidder him from making any foKd enterp|-ize againft 
Sikfia. Accordingly, the duke, having received a convoy from . 
Batrtzen, quitted Bcmftadtcl, and encamped on the mountain,, 
called the Landfcron, near.Goditz;. and the better toiecure thc: 
paffes of the Neifs and Queii^, thatbe might enter Silefia, if ne- - 
ceffary, he fcnt. general Wintcrfield, /vsrith a ftrong corps, .betw:een i 
thofe two rivers, at a place called Moys, near G6rlitz. . 

Prince Charles advanced with the maia army as far. as Bern- - 
ftadtel, and fent general Nadafti with a confiderable corp$ to Sd- • 
denberg, alfo between the Neifs and Queifs, , as^ well to obierve. ^ 
Winterfield, as. to fecure a paflage over the Neifs, and be ready to * 
follow, or anticipate the duke of Bevern, whenever he went to- - 
wards Silefia. 

His royal highnefs was defiirous to fbrce the enemy to quit their - 
prefent pofition, and carry the war into Sileflaj .becanfe not only/ 
the army would be maintained at their expence, but, being much \ 
fuperior, could undertake fomething folid : whereasy . if he^* con- - 
tinued there, the campaign would foon be at an end,. and the fruits , 
of therr -preceding good manoeuvres loft. For thefe fame, reafons,. 
it was incumbent on the duke of Bevern to keep things in the- 

prefent :: 

made a colonels apd wounded at -the baitlo of Molwks; in 1741 he had a regiment given ^ 
Kim ; in 1743 was made a major general ; in 1747 govenK>r of Stettin ; in 1750 knight of ; 
the black eagle, and lieutenant general. He diflinguilhed himfelf in the battles of Hohen>-» 
friedberg, Lowofitz, Prague, Chotceniitz, and Breilaw : after which he was madeta prifo- 
ner> while he went with a fervant only- to reconnoitre the enemy. He wsa^ in 1758 releafcd, | 

without any ranfom, for his affinity to the emprefs. The king feeming oif^uided at his con- . 
duft, he retired to his government of Stettin ; where he remained 'till lyGz; when he was 
called to the army in Silefia, and had a corps confided to him, while the-king was beij^iog 1 

'Schweidnitz. 'The Audrians, intemiing to relieve that place, attacked him wi(h an army | 

under the command of generals Lacy, . Laudhon, and Odonell, whom he icpulfed ftvcral 
times, though they were three times Wronger, than he was, and. gave the king time to come 1 

40 his aidf He may, no doubt, be numbexed among the fiift generals of this ago* 
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"^rcknt iituation, and draw on the war, without permitting the 
enemy to gain any confiderable adv^uitage. His pofition feemed 
to enable him to obtain this end. The Auftrians could not, be 
thought^ enter Silefia, and leave him behind, becaufe fare could 
return into Bohemia, and, by cutting off their fubfiftence, make 
it impoffible for them to do any thing of confequcnce in Silefia; 
and, having a garrifon in 'Bautzen, he was at hand likewife ta 
favour, or be favoured, by the king's operations in Saxony^ and, 
«io doubt, could he have kept his pofition 'till the king had deU- 
Tcred that country from the combined army, the enemy muft have 
/been forced back into Bohemia, without even attempting any thing 
againft Silefia. 

Prince Charles, perfe<fHy acqualitted with all thefe reafon^, 

refolved to force the enemy to quit their pofition, and march to 

^ilefiaj but, it having been Judged too ftrong to be attacked, it 

•was neceflary to obtain by dixit of proper manoeuvres what could 

not be done by force. Wherefore, he fent a corps to drive the 

garrifon out of Bautzen, and fo cut off the enemy's communication 

•with Saxony, and determined to attack general Winterfield, which 

would likewife cut them off from Silefia. Thefe pcfolutions being 

-taken, Nadafli's corps was confiderably teinforced, and on the 7th 

-of September the attack was .made on that of Winterfield's, This 

general had poiled, on a hill called Holtzberg, at a fmall diftance 

from his cainpj two battalions; s^ainft which the Auftrians 

^reAed their attack, and canie upon them before they could 

•either l)e fuftained or called back. They <lefended thcmfelves 

with uncommon ^bravery-; infomuch that Winterfield had time to 

•'oome with fome troops to their relief and facilitate 4heir retreat ; 

upon which the combat became more Violent than ever, in hopes 

«f being able to keep their ground ; but, having loft a.great number 

P 2 ^f 
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of men, and thcif general mortally wounded, they were iforced^ 
to quit their poft, and retire to their camp. - The Auftrians toofe 
poffeffion of the Holtzberg; which, however, they abandoneil 
the next morning;, having loft, in this bloody a^ion, killed and 
wounded, about 2000 jnen. 

; The duke of Bevern, having loll Ba\itzen, and with it his 
communication with die king in Saxony, and moreover fearing 
the Auftrians would now, after the defeat of Winterfield, pafs the 
Neifs with their laain army, and ib hinder him from entering 
Silefia, refolved, while it was in his power, to march thither ;, and 
the more fo, as he could not poflibly fubfift in. his prefent pofition,. 
becaufe he could draw nothing from his magazines in Saxony, and 
what could be had from Silefia was fubjeft to be. intercepted, by the 
enemy's light troops, who were extremely numerous, and had a, 
very favourable country,, full of woods, ravins, hills, &c. to adl in.. 
Accordingly, not daring to pafs the Neifs at G6rlitz, fo near the. 
enemy, he fell down that river to Naumburg, and there paiTed it^ 
and from thence marched fucccflively, by Buntzlaw and Hainan, to 
Lignitz, where he arrived the 19th. 

Prince Charles, having received information of the enemy's 
march, put his army initantly in motion, and took his route by 
Lauban, Ldwenbcrgi Goldberg, HundorfF, Jauer, Nicolftad, 
and Greibnig, where he arrived on the 25th, By taking this 
pofition he had cut ofFthe enemy from Breflaw, Schweidnitz, and 
all Upper Silefia. Oti the following day, he ordered tHe village of 
Barfhdorff, where the enemy had pofted fome infantry, to be can- 
nonaded; which, having put the houfes on fire, forced them to 
retire, and take a new pofition behind' it,' where they could be fu A 
tained by the whole army. • Prince Charles intended to attack 
them, but the duke of Bevern, propofing, if poffible, to regain 
liis communication with Breflaw and . Upper Sikfia, quitted his 

camp 
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camp in the night of the ZTth, and* direded his inarch tQw.ard^ 
Glogau» that he might pa& the Oder in fafety^ if he was followed 
by the whole Auilrian army > but^ finding that only the vanguard 
purfued him, and that only on the right of the. Katzbach, towards 
Parch witz, he refolved to pafs it near LampcrfdorlF; which wa3 
executed on the 29th-; and, having marched up the. right of the 
Oder, he repafled it at Breflaw, and on the ift of O.dbbcp toofa 
his camp on the^ banks of the Lohe, with, the city behind him*. 
By this fine march he once more opened the communication with 
Upper Silefia, and covered the capital with hi& arjiTiy» which waa 
reciprocally covered by iu 

Prince Charles found it- would be ufeiefs to pHrfuethe enem)i 
en his quitting Lignitz, becaufe he could only, drive them under. 

the cannon of Glogau> where they could remain in fafety,. and ba 

• 

provided with all the neceflary flores and fubfiftence :. whereas he„ 
on the contrary. Had no magazines* in the country,; nor could he 
form any, having the enemy in front, and their, llrong places be* 
hind him; fo that he muil necefiarily fallback, and approach thai 
frontiers of Bohemia ^ from whence only hisnumerous army^ could 
be nourifliedi For thefe rcafons,. inftead of fatiguing-his triapps in 
a vain.purfuit of the enemy. He dircfted his march towards Breflaw> 
hoping, no doubt,, to take that, place before the enemy could come 
near it, being in itfelf very weak,, ani moreover had then. an in»- 
confiderable garrifon. . 

BfiLNO arrived on the Schwcidnitzwafler,, a finall river withir^i 
Aree miles of Breflaw, he found the enemy had anticipated hinii^ 
and was encamped, about two miles offi: between him and thafr 
town. Thefe circumffcances made it* neceflary to concert new mea- 
fores. His -royal highnels could not p(^bly. continue long: in that 
fituation, as well for want of fubfiftence, as becaufe the winten 
was growing fharp,. and would. foon make it impoflible.foAhim ta 

keep> 
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keep the field j nor could he preCame Jx> ieparate his atmy in £he 
middle of an enemy's country, .where ;th«y had an army, and^ 
the ftrong places, in their pow«:, Jt fccmcd likewife rather dif^ 
honourable to retire .into Bohemia without having attempted any 
thing, and fo lofe the fruits of their pjrfl labours; and the more fo, 
as his army was much fuperior to that lof the enemy already, and> 
betides, his royil highnefs expected a coniiderable body of Bavarians* 
and Wurtemburgers, who were on their inarch, to join him. Thefe 
motivesmade.him determine to undertake the iiege of fome fortrefs, 
that he might have a place of arms in the enemy's country^ and 
put part, at'leaft, of his army in it, with fafety, during the win- 
ter, and foibe enabled to enter it the enfuing campaign without 
difficulty; and, having the neceilary ilores and provliions in this 
place, profecute ithe war with more eafe and >iafety than hitherto 
had been done. 

This refolution l)eing taken, tTic >ncxt dbjedt was, to fix upon 
the place .that would beft anfwer :the jend they had in view 4 
Neifs, being near. the frontiers of Moravia, xould he attacked with 
more facility than .any other.; becaufe they could be fupplied with 
every thing mcceffary for fuch ah undertaking from Olmutz, and 
the taking of it would fecure a pafTage into Upper Silefia; and« 
befides, they would, the .enfuing campaign, from thence attack the 
country of Glatz with more eafe than froin any other place what-? 
-ever. To this it w^s obje<3;ed, that Neife was at fuch a diftance, that 
:the army could not arrive there 'till the feafon would be too far 
: advanced to carry on the fiege without infinite pains, and probably 
without fuccefsj and the moreJo, as the duke of Bevern could be 
rthere with his army long before them, and take fuch a pofition as 
would effedually cover the place; and laftly^ that, though, they 
>ihould take it, the advantage that would accrue from it was tci-* 
;fling; becaufe they would jet Xcarce any part of the .country with 

it. 



y 



111 Gb&mant, I757# 111 

If; vrbSle the enemy had Kofel, Bii^, and Clatz, all about it ; and 
that it only covered Moravia, . leaving Bohemia quite open to. the 

: It was next propofcd to attack tfie enemy before Breflaw : if 
lliey beat himy not only that fortrefs would fal]> . but they would 
bie at liberty to attack. any place in Upper Silefia >.: whioh^ beings 
left to their own weak garrifons, would fooa be reduced : by diis 
means the: whole Auftrianarmy, covered by thcfe places^ . could 
with fafety be feparated> . and put into winter quarters.^ This pro^ 
pofitioa wai> very plaiifible>. but thought dangerous ; becaufe^ ia. 
cafe they did not fucceed in this attempt>^ it .would be extreamly. »; 
difficult to retire inta Bohemia^ from whence 'they, were feparated ^ 
by many high mountains, and had very bad roads to pafs through i . 
and, moreover,., the towa^of Schweidnitz, .with a flrong garrifba 
in it, behind them^. Thefe reafons being well, weighed, it was re- 
folved to attack Schweidmtz, preferable t& the two others above<i> 
mentioned :^ , becaufe they would be mailers of the principal defiles 
which lead to. Bohemia on* that fide^: and of all. the towns and vil« 
lages behind l^hweidnitz ;. which would enable. them ~ to keep the 
greateft part 'of the army in Sileiia during the winter; and, more- 
over, if they took it without great. loik of tinae> . they eould then, 
with fafety, attack the. duke of Bevern,.. having. a place toittire to 
in cafe of misfortune, or undertake fome other en terprize* . 

AtooRDiNGLY, general Nadafti, with ^ very confiderable corps, . 
was fen t to befiege Schweidnitz ; where he was joined by the Ba- 
varians and Wurtemburgers. This- town lies in a fine plain, about 
three miles diftant irom the mountaina which feparate Silefia from. 
Bohemia, is rich and populous: originally, when it firft^came into 
the power of the Pruffians, during the preceding .war, it was f'jr- 
i-tJunded only by an old wall, with round towers, in the Gothic 
' manner J ,buthis;majcfty, confidering^thciidvantagcous fituation of. 

it,. . 
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ft, as well to facilitate any progcfts he might hereafter form againft 
JBcAemia, as to cover Silefiai refolved to fortify it: accordingly, 
on the conclufion of that war, he ordered feveral redoubts,, called 
ftar xedouhts, becaufe they refeihble a ftar,' to be built about it : 
thcfc were joined by a curtain; and in the intervals, between the. 
redoubts, were placed fome fmall lunettes, or half moons ; the 
whole covered by a dkch, with. a covered way pallifaded* 

Of all the %ecies of. works ufcd in fortificition, the ftarry re- 
doubt is theworfti becaufe, by the nature of its coniftrudtion, it 
can hav^ no flank ; and the re-entering angles take up fb much of 
the ground within^ thajt they cannot contain the joumber of men 
and artillery fiifficient to defend diem ; and are, moreover, expofed 
to be- enfiladed from .one ^nd to the other ; fb that it is impoffible 
they (hould make any confiderable defence, when properly attacked* 

General Nadafti ordered two true attacks, and one falfe one, 
to be made ; and the trenches were opened in the night of the 27th 
of Oftober 3 and, a breach having been made in three of thefc re- 
doubts, the nth at night, they were carried by aflault; which 
forced the governor to capitulate the next morning. The gafrifon, 
confiftingof 4 generals, and about. 6000 jnen, were made prifoners 
of war : a vaft quantity of provifions, artillery, and ftores, wer€ 
found in the place, and 300,000 florins. 

During all this time, prince Charles, and the duke of Bevern; 
remained quiet in their camps by Breflaw ; the firft to cover the 
fiege of •Schweidnitz, and the other to fortify his camp ^ becaufe 
he did not dare quit it, and march to relieve Schweidnitz, for fear 
of lofing Breflaw, and be hemmed in between the prince's army, 
and that before Schweidnitz. 

Prince Charles, having fucceeded to his wifli, in his under- 
taking againft that place, was encouraged to attack the enemy, 
though now very ftrongly fortified j and, therefore, general NadalU 

was 
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vras ordered to come and join the main army with that under his 
command. Accordingly, that general arrived on the i9th> and 
encamped on the right, as marked in the plan. The two following 
days were taken up in making the neceflary preparations for the 
attack. Every thing being ready, on the 22d in the morning, the 
battle begun j of which we give here the diffident relations, as 
publifhed by authority^ whidh, with our reflexions on the ground 
and the aXion> will be fufiicient to give a clear idea of it. 
That publiflicd at Vienna is as follows : 

'* The imperial and royal army was encamped, with the right 
** at Strachwitz, and the left at Croffmaflelwit^, in two lines, 
" and a referve. The grenadiers were ported at Groflmochbef^ 
** to cover the right wing ; and fome regiments of infantry at 
"** Kleinmafielwitz:, to cover the left. The army under general 
*' Nadafti flood on ouf right, beyond Operau, on the left of the 
** Lohe, with fome light troops at Hartlieb, on the other fide of 
it. The Pruflian army was likewifc pofled in two lines i the 
infantry in the firfl, and the cavalry in the fecond ; both ex- 
tending from Cofd to Kleinmochber, and from thence, in a 
flrait line, towards Breflaw ; fo that ft formed a half fquare, 
with the angle at Klcinmochber: but, when they perceived our 
difpofitions, they changed their pofition, and that part of the 
army which extended from Kleinmochber towards Breflaw, was 
ordered to advance towards the Lohe, and occupy fome hills, 
" as well as the villages of Kleinburg ana Kreitern, in order to 
make a front againft general NadafH. They were covered by 
the Lohe, which is not broad, but the banks of it are very 
^^ marfhy; and had thrown up a great many redoubts and re-- j 
^^ trenchments. Their right wing was covered by an abatis, or 
'^ parapet of trees cut down ; behind which they- had pofled their 

' <^ *' h. Uteri 
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** hunters or markiineD, and fix. battalions of grenadiera, to eovcir 
" thcift right flank* The village of Bilfnitz,. through which, thc^ 
*' Lohe paffes,, was well fortified with redoubts,, before and behind; 
^ it,, which prefented continually fomc new d^nce« The faniC' 
«* was done at the villages of Schmiedfeld,, Hoflichco> Klein-- 
" mochber, and. Grabifchen, with breaft works, ditches,, and three- 
** rows of wolf-holes J* fo that it. was ahxioft impoffible to pafs.; 
" them* 'Befides thefe. works, there were likewife,. between and! 
** behind the villages,, other redoubts and batteries, with parapctSj^, 
" as far as die fuburbs of the town. On the other fide the Oder/ 
^ they had put fome infantry in the villages of Protfch, Weida, , 
•^ Hunnern, SimfdoriF, and Rofenthal; and fame cavalry between. 

the villages. Upon the left wing they had morcaver. two re-- 

giments of Huflars. 

<^ Such was the fituation of both armies : the Auftrian amounted! 
** to 60,000 men, and. the Prufiian to about 4p,ooo:- 

<< In confequence of the meafures concerted between his royal; 
^ higlinefa and his excellency marshal Daun,. batteries were raifedt 

the 21ft at night, the pontoons brought near the places, where • 

the bridges were to be laid, and. all. the other. necefiary prepa-*^ 

rations for pafling the river, and attacking the enemy's works* 

being compleated, the army marched the 2zd>, before day, and^ 
*' was formed, in two lines, on the banks. of the Lohe; the firil; 
" was compofcd of infantry, and the other of cavalry. The bag-- 
** gage was fent back behind the Schweidnitz, and the furgeons.> 

ordered to follow the army, and to ftay at certain places, whero: 

the wounded were to be brought. 

The 22d,.,the day appointed for the attack, there was a greatt 
f* fog, which prevented us from feeing the enemy's difpofitions. . 

^' At. 

• Rpuni hiolcs, generally about two feet in dii^meter at the top, one at the bottomi.and 
iffiux two deep* 
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^* At nine in the morning we rai^ four battefits> in which 46 
*' pieces of cannon were placed, which played on the villages of 
** P'AMtz, Schmiedfeld, Hofiicheta, Kleinmochber and Grabifcher^ 
«< and the redoubts, 'till 1 2 o'clock. In the mean wKile,. the fa^ 
^^ began to diffiptfte ; upon W^ch we advanced to lay the bridged 
^* over the river ; and, in lefs than three quarters of an hour, fcvcn 
^' were made in the enemy's prcimce, and under their fire. 

^* His royal liighneis and M^ Daun were at Gro0mochber, an4 
** the fignal agreed npon being given by their orders,, general 
** Sprecher, who had under his orders major general Richlin^ 
*• advanced with 35 companies of grenadiers, fuftained by i^a con>» 
panics of horfe grenadiers^ commanded by prince Lowenftein, 
and patiTed the bridge by Groffmochber. Thefe troops were 
fupportedby the right wing of the firft line of infantry, under 
the command of lieutenant general Andlau, and major generals 
duke of Urfel, and baron Unrhtie ; and, moreover, by the -corps 
de referve, commanded by lieutenant generals count Wied, and 
Nicholas Eftcrhafi, and major generals Blohquet* Wolf, and 
Otter wolf ; and, laftly, by the right wing of the fccorid line, 
commanded by lieutenant generals Minulph, count Stahrem- 
berg, and major generals Wulfen, and Buttler. 

At the fame time and place, count Luchefi, general of horfe, 
and lieutenant generals Spada, and Wolwart, and major generals- 
** Deville, Kolbel, and Afpremont, with the right wing of the 
^* firft line of horfe, likcwife pailed. All thefe troops formed, in 
'^' two lines, on the other fide the Lohfe, unitler the fire of the 
"** enemy's artillery, and attacked their cavalry and infantry 
•** that were advancing. At i o'clock the fire of the fmall arms 
began, and lafted very hot^ and in good order, about half art 
hour^ without being able to force either fide to cede an inch, 

Qjz ** At 
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** At laft, the enemy's horfe and foot were obliged lo give wayf * 
** upon which our infantry took the. village of Grabifchen, and 
** the great battery, behind it. Our troops advanced ilill forwards 
" to the retrenchment by Kleinmochber ;;. andy though the enemy 
**; had fcni: there both infantry and artillery, they were^ however^ , 
*^ drove further back. 

" Thb next attack wa^ commanded^ by lieutenant general count 
^ Arberg, and under him majort general Lacy, and was fuftained . 
by the infantry, commanded by lieutenant general Macquirci 
and by the left wing of the fecondJine of horfe, commanded by 
« count Stambach, general -of horfe. This column was to attack 
** the villages of Schmiedfeld and Hoflichenj and, at 3. o'clock 
*< pafTed the Lobe. Counts Arberg and Macquire attacked the 
** redoubts by Schmiedfeld, and, after a moft bloody combat, drove 
♦' the enemy, out of thenu At the fame time, count Wied, who 
" commanded the referve, advanced againfl: Hoflichen; and, not- 
*^ withftanding it was covered by breaftworks, ditches, anH wolf-- 
'< holes, he took it, as^well as the redoubt that was near it. 
«* The third attack againft Pilfnitz was more violent, and lafted 
longer than^ any of the. others* Xliis village is cut in two by 
the Lohe, whofe^ banks: are very high. here, and the ground 
all about is, very clofe and difficult to be pafled ; and, befides, , 
the entry, and the iffue out of it were covered by, redoubts; 
General KeuhU with *the. left- wing of infantry,. fuftained by the 
*< left wing- of the. fecond line of horfe, commanded by count . 
Scrbeltoni, was oodered to attack this village, and. the neigh- 
bouring, works.;, but,, by the difficulty of the ground, the 
*' ftrcngth oi the works,. and the, bravery. of the enemy, he was 
" repulfed, with greatje£fi, three feyeral times- At laft, however,, 
•* though it was now near fix o'clock, and quite dark, he re- 
*' n^wed the attack with fo much courage and bravery, that the . 
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^* enemy was forced to give way, and abandon fucccffively tlic 
^' village and the redoubts. 

" We thought that, with the day, the battle was likewifc at 
*' an end. The enemy, however, appeared again, and a column 
<« advanced againft Kleinmochber,. endeavouring to come on the 
^ flank of the archduke Jofeph*s and Leopold's regiments of horfe; 
." Thefe being fuftained by fix companies of grenadiers, pofted in 
'' the redoubts, commanded by general Sprecher> made, fuch good 
*' manoeuvres, as kept the enemy at a diflance, till prince Charles's 
«* regiment of foot, and Luchefi's regiment of horfe, had time to 
<^ come up,, which obliged them to retire for good and alk 

« Not far from Pilfnitz,,on the right of theLohe, the enemy 
*' had a great abatis, . which reached quite to the Oder.. Colonel 
" Brentano,, with his Croats,, fuftained by looo men of regular 

infantry,, wast ordered to attack it. He had the good fortune 

to fucceed, and pafs it; but, c as we had not then got poflefTiar^ 
^' of Pilfnitz,.he was forced to retire. with fome lofs. Soon after, 
*' however, he renewed the attack ; and, as our left wing wa> 
" then advanced to Pilfriitz,.he paffed the abatis,, and threw the 
** enemy into no fmall confuiioni 

^* Major general Beck, with a confiderable corps, was fcntr: 
•' over the Oder; and, having drove the enemy out of feveral vil-^ 
" lages they occupied^ he cannonaded the enemy's ••right wing,*, 
•^ over the Oder,, at Cofel,.in flank and rean 

** What we have hitherto related was pecformcd-by the arm)^ 
"which had always remained in this neighbourhood during the* 
*^ fiege of Schweidnitz. Befides thefefeveral attacks, general Na— 

dafli,. with the army he. bad commanded at > the above fiege, 

(excepting, a fcvr battalions) and: reinforced by four regimentsr 
** of horfe, was ordered to divide his troops in threa columns^ 
•* at. the head. of which were the grenadiers,, fuftaincd by battalions ^ 
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*• an.d brigades, and having paflcd the Lohe, to attack the ene- 
my's left wing, that was ported againft him. Accordingly, he 
occupied the village of Hartlieb the 21ft, which the enemy 
•** held with in^ntry and cavalry 5 and, on the 22d, at break oF 
day, he pafled the Lohe, and formed his army with the right 
at Oltafchin, and the left towards Kreitern, where the artillery 
*' of referve was likewife pofted. The enemy, whofe cavalry ei- 
^^ terided on the plains of Dui^ahn, endeavoured to take our corps 
^' in the Aank, which the good difpofitioas of general Nadafli 
*' prevented. 

^* In the mean time, general Wolferfdorff, with 16 companies 
** of grenadiers, attacked the village of Kleinburg, drove the ene- 
^' my out of it, took one cannon, and advanced to Woifchwitz. 
" The Saxoh light horfc, who were on the right, were preparing 
^' to advance; but, the evening coming on, and the enemy's horfe 
^' being advantageoufly ported on a hill, behind fome redoubts, 
^' general Nadarti thought it would be needlefs to attempt any 
** thing farther. 

During this time, the enemy attacked Kleinburg with feven 
battalions, and fome cavalry ; and, having put it on fire, retired 
on the hills behind the redoubts; where they continued 'till 
they found that tht reft of their army was retiring ; then they 
V followed them, and pafled the Oder, through Brellaw. We 
have taken 36 pieces of cannon, and about 600 men prifoners, 
with above 3000 deferters." 
The Pruflians account of this battle is very little exadt; parti- 
cularly where it fays, that the Auftrian's right wiiig had not only 
been repulfed, but that it quitted the field, and retired to Neu- 
mark, many miles off; whijch is both falfe and ridiculous. It is 
as follows: 

... ' V *^ When 
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^ When the Auftrians had taken Schweidnitz, and the corps 
^ employed in that liege had joined the main army at Lilla, they 
*• reiblvcd to attack thcr prince of Bcvern's corps before tlie king:. 
^ could come to fuccour him* They knew that, in fpitc of 
^ Marihall's ind Haddick's corps, he had already paflcdtli rough* 
^ Luiatia« Accordingly, on the zzd of November, the attack. 
^ was made,, at nine in the morning. The enemy's army was, at.. 
^ lead, three timea ftronger than ours, as appears, by the gazettes^ 
*^ they have often publiihed : and general. Nadafli had a particu^- 
^ lar corps oppofite the flank of our left wing* The attack fuc* 
" ceeded. fo ill to the Auftrians,. that, their right wing was totally 
** defcatedi and forced, to retire towards Neumark* Lieutenant 
general Ziethen, who conmianded our left wing, likcwife en- 
tirely defeated Nadafti's corps, and the enemy thought the bat- 
** tie loft; having beea forced, in moft places, . to fly; but,. as on* 
«* our right fome of our regiments had. fomewhat fufFercd, the- 
" prince of Bevern thought it beft to quit the field of battle^. 
** which we had kept till 5 o'clock> and. retire into oup camp,, 
and the following night to pafs the Oder,, over the bridge that, 
is in the. town of Breflaw. The Auftrians, finding that every 
thing was abandoned as far as Breflaw, returned,, and occupied ^ 
" the field of battle;, which, to their great. aftoniftiment,. we had. 
** quitted. Our lofs is midling : that of the Auftrians,. according: 
to accounts worthy of credit^ amounts to above 20,000 men. 
The 23d. we remained behind- Breflaw. The znxh^ the duke. 
•* of Bevera rode out at 4 o'clock in the morning, . with one fer- 
vant only, in order to reconnoitre, the enemy, and fell, in with . 
fome of their advanced pofts> who madfe him prifoner. . The. 
fame day, having waited in vain the. duke's return,, lieutenant: 
general Kyow took upon him the Command of the army.. Ge^- 
ncralLreftrwitz^ who, by the king's orders,, was left commander 
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*** of Breilaw, could not poflibly defend long fo extcnfive a place» 
'*' and fo ill fortified, againft fuch a coniiderabie army as that of 
^' the enemy ; and fo he xnuil be content to have leave to re- 
V tire, with his garxifon, and .the £ck we had left in Breflaw, to 
-^' Glogau." 

The Auflrians loft in this action 666^ among which one gene- 
ral, killed^ 4620, of which five generals, wounded: 437 miffing: 
aad about 400 horfes killed, wounded, and loll. 
• No account appeared of the lofc of the Pruffians. 

R E F L E jC T I p JN s on the battle of Br eflaw, and the 

preceding operations. 

It has "been already obferved, that tliere is, in every camp, fome 
one eflential point, or hinge, which may be called the key of it, 
and on which the ftrength of it moft immediately depends : the 
fame holds good as to pofitions. In a whole country there may . 
jiot, perhaps, be one found which will enable a general to obtain 
his ends. The choice of this point, with regard to pofitions, de^ 
pends entirely on, and muft be regulated by, the objeft he has in 
view ; by the fituation of his magazines ; and by the number and 
fpecies of his troops; that he may not only have a good pofition, 
but likewife a good field of battle, in cafe he is attacked. 

'The duke of Bevern had two objefts in view; the firft and 
principal one was to cover Silefia \ and particularly Breilaw, 
Schweidnitz, and Neifs; againft which alone the enemy could 
diredt their operations : the other objedt was only fccondary, and 
©f much lefs confequence; and was to keep open a communication 
with the Elbe, as well to adl in concert with»the king in Saxony, 
as becaufe he drew his fubfiftence chiefly from Drefden. The 
ccimp he had taken at Bernftadtel, though a little too far back, 
ai|i\vcrcd, in fome meafure, thefe ends ; he could be on the Elbe, 

or 
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or in Silefia, fooner than the enemy, by marching on his rights 
by L6bau and Bautzen ; or on his left, by Lauban and L6wenberg> 
and fo on to Sch weidnitz or Breflaw. The only inconveniency of 
this pofition, was, that the enemy, being much fuperior, could 
fend ftrong corps towards Bautzen, and thereby render his convoys, 
coming from the Elbe, precarious. This, however, might have 
been remedied by occupying' Bautzen vnth a confiderable detach -»• 
ment of cavalry, and fome light infantry, and porting another of 
the fame fpecies about Lobau ; which would have formed a chain 
from his right quite to the Elbe j fo that he might, and, as we 
think, ought to have kept this pofition as long as poffible ; whixA 
would have flopped the progrefs of the enemy. ^ 

Instead of which, he abandoned it, and took another, ftiH 
farther, back, on the Landfcron, near G6rlitz : the confequence 
of which was, that he inftantly loft his conjtmunication with the 
Elbe, and rendered that- with Silefia very difficult; nor -could he^ 
remain in his prefent fituation for want of fubfiftence : he might, 
however, ftill have anticipated the enemy's march into Silefia, and 
towards Breflaw and Schweidnitz, if, inftead of marching by 
Langenau, Naumburg, Buntzlaw, Hainan, and Lignitz, he had 
marcbed by Lauban, Lowenberg, Goldberg, and Jaiief ; which 
the king did^ the year following, after the battle of Hoclikirchen, 
in much more difficult circumftances : for the whole Auflrian army 
was encamped on the Landfcron, within fight j yet he pafTed the 
Neifs and Qucifs, and, in fpite of the enemy, went into Upper 
Silefia, and raifed the fiegc of Neifs. If, therefore, the prince of 
Bevern had taken this route, and even gone to Liebenthal,. between 
GreLffenberg and LoWenberg, with a flrong corps on the right. of 
the Queifs, between MarklifTa and Grieffenberg, it would, have 
been imppf^ible for the enemy to advance one ftep farther:, they 
could not pafs between his left and thofe immenfe mountains, 
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called the RIefengcburg, having no road; much Icfs could they 
march qn his right, towards Ldwenberg and Lignitz, leaving him 
mailer of thofe immenfe defiles and mountains which feparated 
them, from Bohemia, from whence only they could draw their fub- 
fiftence, without expofing their army to certain deftrudlion. They 
muft, therefore, either flop (hort, or come to an aftion; which 
he could accept, much to his advantage, in that ftrong camp of 
Liebenthal, or decline iu ^uid retire fuccef&vely to Lahn and Jauer^ 
and laflly to Striegau and Schweidnitz. In all which places there 
are fuch camps to be taken, as cannot eafily be forced. The coun^ 
try is extremely clofe, and therefore numbers are of little ufe« be* 
caufe they cannot be all brought to action : whereas, by taking 
the march he did, he left that very road open which he ought to 
have taken, and by that means gave the enemy an opportuni^ to 
anticipate him ; fo that, on his arrival at Lignitz, he found they had 
laken a pofition between that town and Jauer, and by that meana 
cut him off from Schweidnitz, Neifs, Breflaw, and all Upper Si-* 
lefia. Indeed he got afterwards to Breflaw, but this ought to be 
.attributed to his extraordinary good fortune, that the enemy com- 
mitted a greater fault than he had done. Being arrived at Breflaw, 
we think he ought to have drawn the principal'effedls and ftores 
out of it, and fent them to Glogau, and have gone with his army 
to Schweidnitz, where the enemy muft have followed him; be* 
caufe they could not keep Breflaw, even if they had taken it while 
he was mafter of Schweidnitz, and of the defiles which lead into* 
Bohemia ; nor ceuld they force Imn, by any manoeuvre,, to aban- 
don that town, and the neighbourhood *, nor, fuppofing they were 
mafters of Breflaw, could they put their army into winter quarters,, 
while he was in poffeflion of a chain of fortreflfes behind them,, 
and had an army between them and their own country, with 
which they could not have the leaft communication, not even with 

the 
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the capital j fo that they muft ncccffarily be forced to quit Silefia, ' 
and endeavour to gam Bohemia j which was by no means an cafy. 
undertaking] becaufe, as we have faid, they were feparated from^ 
that country by an enemy's army, and three ftrong fortrcflcs, a^ 
Schweidnitz, Ghtz, and Neifs, on the very defiles where they 
muft paft J and, in which, in all human probability, their army, 
m that advanced feafon, and harrafled by the enemy, would have 
pcriihed* By (laying at Breflawj and foffering Schweidnitz to be' 
take^, he gave prince Charles an opportunity to take firft a poft in 
the country, and by that means enabled him to profecute his ad-- 
vantages with fecurityi which brought on the kfs of the battlc^ 
of Brcflaw, and wkb it Breilaw itfelf i and might, if thefc advan- 
tages had been properly improved, occafioned that of all Sileiia. 

Whei^evbr the Auilrians attempt any thing againft that coun-' 
try, by the way of Lufatia> the Pruflians may, we think, by 
taking the above politions> even, with an inconfiderable army, 
•flfedually ftap their progrefs. 

A^ to the conduct of the a^ion of Brefliaw, we think that the 
Pruiiians> to the many works> whieht during feven weeks, they' 
had raided,, ihould have added an inundation, if poflible, by means 
of the Lohe* This would have efFeAually tovered them« The: 
choice of the camp, does not appear to have been well made; 
becaufe the left wing and its flank were not fo ftrong as the front ; '. 
fi> that,, if the enemy had made the ptincipsd attack where Nadafti . 
was, the Pruflians muft have, abandoned their ftrong camp, and 
Ipfe the fruits of their long labours, in order to n^ake a front 
where Ziethen ftood; and, moreover, if the enemy over got.pof- 
feffion of the hills behind Kleinburg and Grabifchen, the whole. 
Pruflian army would have been hemmed in between the Lohe and 
the Oder, with general Beck in their rear on the other fide, and 
the enemy in front, without fufficient ground to mancpuvre upon ; 
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* * 

tnd, in fuch circumftances, it would have been difficult even ta 
get into BrdlsLW. It would, I think, have been better to place the 
right on the town of Breflaw, and occupy the villages diat were, 
near and under the protection of it. The left fhould have been> 
exteijded to. the hills by Kleinburg and Grabifchen, which ought 
to have been fortified with care, and redoubts raifed all along the. 
front, from right to left. The army, fo poftedji could not^ we 
think, have beea forced at all > nor could the town be attacked 
while it was there.. When the enemy paffcd the Lohe at Groff- 

* 

ipochber,, we think that general Ziethen, inftead of extending hi& 
left, ftould^ on the contrary, have lengUiened his right as far as-- 
Grabifchen, with his infantry and all the heavy artilleiy on. the hilL 
it, and his cavalry aj the bottom of it; and the prince of Bevern'si 
divifioH' (hould have clofed its left with the right of this. By which 
means,, the enerny, who had pa0!ed the Lohe there, would hava* 
been taken in flank,, whether they. attacked Grabifchen; or Klein- 
mochber : whereas, by the difpofitions made,, there was an inters 
val between 2aethcn's right, and the prince, of Bevern's left, where 
t^e ^npmyr ejiteredt and. met with no other difficulty than that aft 
Kieinmochber. This interval was the key of the camp ; and, thc: 
inflant the enemy got poflfcffion of it, the prince of Bevern could* 
not continue, where life was,, though he had been viftorious on; 
his right and center; becaufe, being mafters^ of this interval^, 
if they reinforced that attack, which they might have done, they- 
were on his flank> and- would fucceffively have pufhed him inta 
the Oder: whereas, if he repulfed the enemy here^ the battle was* 
won; becaufe, . though they feceeeded in their attacks at Pilfnit:^ 
and Schmiedfeld, they could not continue in that ground between* 
the Lohe, the Oder, and his army, with Breflaw juft before them ;: 
and muft, therefore, have abandoned thofe villages, and repafs the. 
Lohe. 
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•The event confirms my opinion : for the enemy had got na 
very great advantage on the right and center i yet it was neceflkry 
to retire, becaufe they had taken Grabilchen and KJcinmochbci',. 
and were, confequently, on prince Bevern's flank; and might, if 
he continued in the fame portion, cut him off from Brellaw, and 
throw huTi into the Oder. 

• As, to the conduift of prince Charles,, it feems to have been nor 
lefs prudent than vigorous. By- fending two corps on the enemy's, 
flank, he forced them to quit their ftrong camp on the Landfcron^ 
and go farther down, in order to pafs the Neifs and Queifs ; which 
was an. effential advantage to him,. becaujGb he had, by that means,, 
a nearer road than they to Breflaw and Schweidnitz. When his. 
royal highnefs came to Lignitz, we think he ihould have attacked 
the enemy ; and, if that was thought dangerous, he fhould have: 
fent 20,000 men to befiege Breflaw, then defended by a very weak, 
garrifon -, and, with the remainder of the. army, have covered the: 
fiege j which he could eafily have done, being fl:ill very much fupe- 
rior to the enemy, who could not poflibly approach Breflaw,. with- 
out previoufly coming to an adtion« 

When the prince of Bevcrn quitted Lignitz, and marched^ 
towards Steinau,. on the Oder, prince Charles fliould have fent. 
a ftrong corps after him, and with the army have gone to Dyher- 
renfurth ;, and thcre^ throw as many bridges as poflible over the: 
Oder,, in, order to be on> either flde^. as circumftances might require- 
By this means he could cover the fiege of Breflaw,, and effedtuallyr 
hinder the enemy from difturbing it. Why he permitted the: 
prince of Bevern to march near twenty leagues, and pafs, the Oder 
twice, and come to Breflaw before him, while he had only ten. 
leagues to march> and no river tq pais,, is what cannot eafily be. 
conceived. As to the condudt of the adtion itfelf,, it does not feenv 
to have, been intirely prudent and blamelefs.. The three, attacks, 
were made prccifcly againft the ftrongeft part of the enemy's camp,, 
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and were, morcoyer, expofcd to great difficulties in pafling the 
Lohc -under the fire of their works : whereas, if his royal highnefs 
had only made a falfe attack on the enemy's center and right, and 
have ported his left by Neukirchen, with fome heavy artillery and 
haubitz near it, and have pafTed his line by Groflmochber, between 
Operau and the Lohe, where the bridges muft have been laid, and 
Nadafti's left quite' cjofe to the prince's right, fo as to form a kind 
of curve about the enemy, as marked in the plan, he would have 
avoided the villages and works, in which the enemy placed the 
greatefl hopes, and the difficulties that muft occur in paffing a river 
&y near them i and, moreover. Would have forced them to abandon 
thefe very works, in order to take a new pofition, with their right 
on the Lohe, and their left towards the hills behind Kleinburg, 
which would have expofed it to be enfiladed from one end to the' 
other, by the artillery placed at Neukirchen and Groffinochber. 
When the enemy's right and center quitted the?r ground, ar 
they muft have done, nothing could hinder the light troops from 
occupying it, and taking them in the rear. For all which rea- 
sons, I think, the Auftrians fhould have made their attack whera 
Nadafti was, by which they would have avoided all thofc great 
difficulties they met with. Even, if this general, inftead of ex- 
tending his right, had ftretched his left fo as to clofe wdth the 
right of the army which pafled at Groflmochber, and have adted 
with his ufual vigour, it is probable the Pruffiap army was loft, 
and thrown into the Oder. 

The immediate confequence of this battle was the taking of 
Breflaw, with about 300,000 florins, and a prodigious quantity of 
ftores in it. ' * 

The Auftrians, thinking the campaign finiflied, were preparing 
to enter into winter quarters ; when news came, that the king,, at 
the head of a confiderable body of troops, was advancing towards 

Silefia^ 
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Sileiia. Upon which all thoughts of feparating thd army were laid 
afidc, and proper meafures taken to go and oppofe the enemy^ 
With this view, colonel Bulow, with about 3000 men, was fent 
to occupy Lignitz, in hopes, by that means, to Aop the king for 
ibme time; as it was thought he would pais near that place. 
Prince Charles, hayin^g refolved to go and meet the enemy, pafle4 
the Schweidnitz on the 4th of December, intending to advance 
further on towards Glogau ; but the arrival of the enemy, the day 
following, prevented itj and occaiioned a general adion, near LiiTa ; 
of which we fhall, as ufual, give the different accounts,, as pubr 
tifhed by authority. 

. That of the AuArians is as follows r 

The king of Pruffia^ having quitted Saxony, and paiTeiS 
through Luica^ he arrived, with a confiderable corps, at 
Parchwitz» on the Odett - where he was joined hy the army 

<' which had been under the command of the prince of Severn ^ 

^^ which» with what he had condu(fted, amounted to 40,000 men, 
provided with a line traia of artillery,t fafcines, gabions,^ &Cr 
and* having pafied the Katzbach, it was eafy ta forefee that hig 
intentions were to take Neumark. and Lignitz % and then, either 
attack the imperial army before Brefkw, or march to Striegau^ 

*^ and the frontiers of Bohemia,, in order to cut off our commupi* 

•* cation with that country* 

. *• For which reafons, it was reiblved by his royal highnefs 
prince Charles, and his excellency M.Daun, with the unanimous 
confent of all the generals, to advance, and pafs the Schwcidnit?^ 
without deky,. and fo fccure Lignitz; and, above all things^ 

•* endeavour to fruftrate the defigns of the enemy. Accordingly, 

*• the garirifon of Lignitz was reinforced, and a large corps pf 

^ Bannalifts, huflars and picquets of horfe, fiiilained by the Saxont 

*• %ht horfe, were fent to Neumark,, 

^ Thb 
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• • • • 

** The army, having beefi provided on the 3d of December* 
** for four days, with every thing neceflary, and prepared for all 
** events, broke up the 4th in the morning, and paffed fhe'Lohe 
" and the Schv^^eidriitz, in order to encamp there. While it w^as 
«' filing over the bridges, advice was brought, that the king of 
** Pruffia had quitted Parchwitz the 4th in the morning, and was 
•• advanced to Neuinark, from whence he had forced our troops 
** to retire. Upon which the baggage was fent back behind the 
*' Schweidnitz, arid the columns ordered to haften their march, 
** that the army might be formed ; which was accordingly done, 
^* in two lines. General Nadafli, with the corps under his com- 
" mand, made a third, which vsras defigned to cover the flank of 
" the left wing ; and the corps de refcfrve that of the right. " The 
** army was pofted with the right at Nypcrn, the left at Leuthen, 
** and the center at Frobelwitz : all thefe villages were occupied 
*' with infahtry, arid provided with artillery^ In Fr6b^lw\tz were 
*' eight companies of granadiers, with many picquets : In Leuthen 
** feven companies of granadiers, with feveral picquets : and feve- 
** ral picquets alfo in Nypern. All the companies of granadiers, 
**• and the picquets of the referve, were pofted on the ri^Kt of the 
** cavalry, at the point of a wood that joined it. 

General Lufinfki, with two regiments of hufTars, and fb'me 
granitzers, fuftained by the Saxon light horfe, cojnmandcd by 
count Noftitz, was pofted fo as to cover the* left wing ; and 
general Morocz, with two regiments of hufTars, and fome'^a- 
nitzers, on the right, for the fame purpofe. 'Nyhilft* we were 
making thcfe difpofitions, the enemy advanced on this fide.Neu- 
mark, with his righit at Krintfch, an^i the Jeft at BifchdorfF, 
with his forepofts at Borna. In this fituation. both armies con- 
tinned under arms the whole night. The 5th in tlie morning, 
*^ before day, general Nadafti, whofe corps had made a third line> 

•* went. 
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•' went» as had been concerted, and pofted hiihfelf near the ca- 
<c valry of the left wing, and extended his troops to a hill^ that 
<« was on the fide, upon which fome artillery was placed, and an 
'' abatis made before it. The Auilrians under his Command 
•* were next the left of the army, and the Wurtemburgcns and 
** Bavarians came to be on the flank, and behind the abatis. 

At break of day, the enemy made feveral motions, fbmetimes 
to the right, and fometimes to the left, which lafled ^till 1 2 
o'clock; and it appeared he intended to attack the right wing 
^* of the imperial army; infomuch that general Luchefi, who 
^* commanded there, fent feveral times to demand fuccours. The 
«* referve was deftined for that purpofe ; yet the fending of it 
^* was poflponed 'till the enemy's intentions were fully known : 
^* but, as the count repeated his inftances, and the enemy's mo- 
^* tions behind the hills not being difcovered, the referve was lent 
^* him, and M. Daun went there himfelf, in order to be at hand 
?* in cafe of need. Scarce had the referve marched, when the 
•* enemy's cavalry appeared on our left ; which (hewed they pro- . 
•* pofed attacking that wing, and the flank adjoining: upon which 
•• his royal highnefs and his excellency M. Daun ordered prince 
Efterhafi, general of horfe, and generals Macquire and Angern, 
with the cavalry and infantry under their command, and all the 
^* fecond line, to march and fuftain that flank. About i o'clock 
^' the enemy approached it, and the fire of the fmall arms began 
** againft the Wurtcmbcrgers ; which being very hot, forced them 
•* back in confufion, leaving their artillery behind them; which 
** brought the Bavarians, who formed the flank, likcwife into 
•* confufion. Thefe auxiliary troops immediately thrcMT the other 
'* regiments of the Imperials in difofder, and hindered thofe that 
^* were coming to fuftain them from doing any thing to the purpofe. 
'^ Every pofllble means was ufed to bring the troops into order, 
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« biitia vatn* Daring this time, the e»etDy attacked the vrHagt 
^ 'of LeUthen,, and the Left wing of the araay^ and had broaght 
*^ there the greateft part of his fotrces i but he^ was repulied three 
*' feveral times with great lofs ; (o that the viiftory was dubious 
for a long while. At length, however^ the Pruffians penetrated 
in the opening between the left wing and the flaak, and fb 
were in the rear of Qux army,. We were £x:ced to abandon 
^* Lettthen,. and retire towards the Schweidnitz and the Lohe« 
** This was executed in good order, and under a continual fire. 
^ hi this manner, the battle, wliick lailed from i ^'cloek 'tilt^. 
*' five^ finifhed J' 

The FruiBan's account is as follows r 

After the battle of Rofbach, hi^ nujefly turned his fBotights 
towards Silefia, in order to oppofe vigoroufly the ps^ogrefs of 
*' tl>e Auftrians. Accordingly,: his majefty,, at tke head of 33 
fquadrons,, and: 19 battalions,, quitted Leipfig the 12th of No- 
vember, and arrived the 1 3th at Eulenberg, the i4tk at Tor- 
gau> tlie i.6th at Muhlberg, the lyth pafied tlic Rodcr at 
Groflbnhayji, where general Haddick had been with 20Q0 men^ 
but was retired, to Konigflbruck, He had left fome huflkrs be^ 
« hind the Roder to obfcrve u$; but. they were drove back by 
** ours,, who took, about 40 prifonecs.. 

"The i8ih his maj€% marched by PolTirifz to Konigffiruck,. 
** where the pandours- under general Haddick ftopped once more)> 
** whom he forced to retire towards the corps under general Mar-* 
** fhaU ia Lufatia„ who lik«wifc retired towards Ldbau,. and ne»« 
** ver appeared again daring our whole marck. The, aoth his- 
•' majefty paffcd over the Blact Elfter to Camenaj and. the zi& 
«* over the Spree to Bautzen.; from whence Marflial's corps had. 
" retired towards Bohemia : the 22d his majefty paffed. the Old; 

•• Sprecj, and went to Maltita i. the 23d to GorUtz ; from whence 
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•* Haddick's corps likcwifc retired towards Bohemia t the &4th 
^' he paiicd the Queifs, and went to Naumburg in Silciii ; the 
* 26th to DcutmanfdorfF; the 27th to Lobethauj and the 28th 
" to Parchwitz ; where we arrived at 6 o'clock in the evenings* 
^ and there foand the Atrflrian colonel GerfdorfF, who was juft 
** come with about 11 00 horfe and foot, it is majeft/ ordered 
him to be immediately attacked, and killed about 80 men, took 
150 prifoners, and difperfed the reft. The army paffed the 
** Katzbach, and remained fome days at Parchwitz, frd reft aftei^ 
fuch a ftrong mar^h. The ift of December, the huffars, be* 
longing to the army <^ prince Bevern, came to us ^ and the 2i 
** that whole army joined ours. On the 4th we marched to Neu- 
*• mark, where we Ibund fome thoufand Croats and huffars, who 
•^ kept the gate oppofite to us fliut, and endeavoured to get out 
•* on the fide of Breflaw. In the mean while, fome of our dra* 
•* goons, and hufiars went about the town, and others opened the 
*• gate by force 5 fo that, having drove the enemy out> they fell 
** into the hands of thofc who had gone on the other fide. We 
•* killed about 300, and took 600 prifoners, with the bakery o^ 
•' the whole army, a final! magazine, and two cannon^ Here ad- 
vice was brought, that prince Charles had quitted Brcflaw, and 
wa& adrvivnced to Liffa, with his right at Nypern, and his left at 
Golau, with the Schweidnitz behind him* His majefty thought 
proper to go and meet him ; and therefore ordered the army to 
break up on the 5th, at 5 o'clock in the morning. At break of 
day we dift:ov^fed, on a hill behind the village of Borna, about 
•* half a mile from Neumark, a ftrong corps of cavalry, which, in 
the twilight, was thought to be the enemy's whole army* Upon 
our approaching them, we found it- Mras only two regiments b£ 
** hu^ArSy and the Saxon light horfe, commanded by general 
V Noftits. Our vanguard iittncked theni immediately} drove ^ 
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«« them back into their camps and took. 500 prifoners. Wci. 
'^ continued our march, in wet and thick, weather, about ifouci 
^^ miles ; and, near 1 2 o'clock, we difcovered. the enemy's whole. 
^^ army, in order of battle, behind thcL village: of Leuthra. AIL 
«' the hills before their front were covered with artillery f. and 
^ the left wing had, beddes a great hilL with, artillery upon it, 
an abatis, likewife. The right had. alfo a great, many batteries 
before it. The kiiig refblved ta attack the enemy's left^. as' 
^^ ibon as our army reached the heights, before it. We marched on^ 
^^ the right ; fo- that our right wing came, up to the Schweidnitz* 
^ river. We firfl attacked the wood;, and very fbon drove the* 
enenoy's infantry out of ib. Wlien they perceived that we out- 
winged themx and took, them ia flank,, they were forced to* 
change their poiltioa; and,, as we were oa their flank, they had^ 
nothing more to do,, than. to. take the firfl: new poiition they 
could find, to hinder us. from enfilading their army from one> 
wing to the other.. They, therefore fent fome brigades of in-*-* 
'^ fantry oa the heights abovementioned, behind the wood r our 
right wing attacked it •^ and,^ after an obftinate combat, took; 
it. The enemy formed a. new line by Leuthen, and defended* 
themfclve* with, much bravery; but, at laft, were, forced. to* 
give way.. Here our cavalry of the right wing attacked that 
of the enemy,, and defeated.it. They were^ however,, afterwards 
drove back by the enemy's artillery charged with cartridges r 
but, being again re-eilabliihed,. they attacked their iafantry^. 
^* and took many prifoners.. During theie fevesal. attacks, the 
'' enemy's, right advanced^ The cavalry of our left attacked that 
^* of the enemy, and entifely defeated it r then our regiment of 
«« dragoons Bareuth attacked a body of infantry, thatL waa on ar 
** hill,, behind, while our infantry did the fame in front; which* 
•• foon forced them to fly.. His majefty purfued. the enemy tO', 

^ Lifla. 
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^ LilTa. The battle began at i o'cIcx:k, and finidied at four. 
•* If we had had a few hours more day light, the enemy's lofs 
^' would have been ftill much greater. Prince Maurice conx- 
•• manded the right wing under the king, and major general Ret- 
•* zow the left. Our lofs confifts in 500 men killed, and 230a 
^^ wounded : among thefe is general Roehow,, who was alfo takea 
prifoner^ The enemy's army,, which amounted to 80,000 men,- 
never fought with more bravery than this time*. Ours^ amounted 
^' to 36^000 men only. The enemy flood ia a plain,, with fome: 
•* fmall hills on it, which they covered with artillery. There 
were likewife man;^ bufhes on the plain, of which, they took 
advantage. On. their left wing was. a coniiderable wood,, where 
they made an abatis,, and took, all the mcafures poflible to hin- 
der us froiB coming on their flank«. General^ Nadafli,, with his^ 
corps, was. likewife pofted thete, with intention to come on» 
'< our dank* For which reafon, his majefly placed four battalions^ 
behind the. cavalry of ouc right; which wife difpofition was^ 
afterwards of great fervice to- us v ioty whenNadaftil attacked oup 
right wing of horfe,. and had thrown ibme. regiments in con- 
fufion,. the fire, of thefe. battalions threw the. enemy back in* 
great diforder, and h^ that, means cleared our flank,, and ena-** 
«' bled our right to aflt with vigour againfl. the enemy's left, whiqh^ 
*' ia a. fhort' time, was forced to. retire* The right win^ of out 
infantry continued to advance in the finefl order,, though it. was« 
expofed to a prodigious cannonading^ and the fire of fmall arms. 
Our , artillery, of which we had no fmall! quantity, « did great. 
fervice> and fuflained our advancing* infantry ;, and. by. degrees > 
'' .filenced that of the enemy, which was. at lafl: abandoned*.. 
•^ Though the enemy had. fought, with* great braveqr, during the: 
^ whole action, yet they feemed. to, redouble their. foKcs and-. 
^ courage at Leuthen,^ which was fortified with redoubts andi 

«*• retrenchmentsi. 
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^' retrenchments. The combat lafted here above an hour; and 
** our brave battalions made feveral attacks, one after another,* 
•^ before they got mafters of the village. This decided the battle ; 
** for the enemy, on lo(ing this village, retired with great pre- 
*^ cipitation, and never attempted again to make any confiderablc 
•' ftand. Our cavalry, and particularly the huflars, purfued the 

flying enemy; killed many; and took fome thoufands prifoners. 

* 

His majefty purfued the enemy to Liffa, where he <Jrdefed the 

army to remain that night under arms. Our ihfantry did won- 

'* ders. We thought, in the beginning, that our left would have 

'* no opportunity to come to aftion, as our right advanced fo 

*** much before it ; however, at 4 o'clock; the battlb was gene- 

** ral : even our fmall referve was bfdered to advance into the 

'* line. Our cavalry had many difficulties, in the beginning, to 

'* encounter, from the ditches and enclofures : at laft, how- 

» 

*' ever, by the activity of our brave general Ziethen, it had ajfo 
an opportunity of afting. The 6th we followed the enemy, 
and the 7th invefted Breflaw. General Ziethen, with a great 
corps of infantry and cavalry, was fent after them. He has 
•* taken feveral cannons, and above 3000 waggons. We have 
*' taken, in and fince the battle, to the rath of December, 291 
*' officers, and 21,500 men, prifoncrs, among whom are generals 
** Noftitz, and Odonell, 116 cannon, 51 pair of colours, and 4000 
** waggons.*' 

The lofs' of the Auftriaris, not inclujJIng the Wurtembergers 
and Bavarians, amounted to 6574, killed and wounded. Among 
the firft. were generals tuchefi, Otterwolf, and prince Stolberg : 
and among the wounded were generals Haller, Macquii:e, Lacy, 
Lobk6witz,' and Preyfac. That of the Pfuffians confiftcd of about 
5oofe meh> not including the cavsdry. 

Prince 
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Prince Charles left a very confiderablc garrifon in Breflaw^. 
under the commanti of general Sprecher, and retired to Schwcid- 
nitz; and, having provided for the defence of that place, he 
made his di^olitions to retire into Bohe^a ; which was accord* 
ingly executed : and^ before the end of the month, the Auflrians« 
entirely evacuated Silefia, excepting only the town of Schweidnitz. 

Is the fiKaB tinie» the king opeoed die trenches bcfbce Breilaw ^ 
and, a bomb having fallen into d poivder magazine, the i6th in 
the evening, the attacked ba£:ion, and near half the adjoining 
curtain, was blown up, and above 800 men of the befieged. This 
misfoftuoe obliged the commandant to capitulatse the 19th at tiight« 
The garrifon^ confifting of above 17,000 men,, including 13 gene-^ 
rals, and the fick and wounded at the two laft battles, were madd 
prlfcv^vs of war. 

G5NXKAL Drieien had been feni the i6th, with a body of 
troopa, to hcfitgc Lignitz ; and, on the 26th, took that place byr 
capitulation. Colonel Bulow, the governor, obtained leave to re- 
tire into Bohemia, with his garrifon, confifting of near 3000 men. 
• Th^ts one viftory, improved by a vigorous and adive genius,, 
enabled hie majefty to recover, in one month, all, excepting. 
Schweidiiits?, that he had loft during the whole campaign. 

It has been already obferved, that,, when the king left Saxony, 
in order to go to Silefia, M. Keith, with about 8000 men, had 
been fcnt into Bohemia, with a view to draw generah Marfhal,, 
then in L'ufatia, th.cr.e; and, by that means,., facilitate the- march of 
the king. This end having been happily. accompli^ed,> M. Keith, 
after he hud burnt feveral magazines, and the bridge at Leutme- 
rlt'z, returned into Saj^ony^ where he put his troopp into winterr 
quarters, . . 

RsFLECTIOJb^li^ 
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Reflections on the battle of Liflk, and the 

preceding operations. 

Prince Charles knew, even before the battle of Breflaw, that 
the king, with about 10 or 12,000 men, at moft, was coming 
into Silefia : the only objeft his majefty could have in view, was 
to join Bevern's army, without which he could attempt nothing 
at all i nor even, with fo inconfiderable a force as that he brought 
with him, approach the Auflrian army, without expofing himfelf 
to certain deftrudlion. Wherefore, the only objefl: prince Charles 
ihould have had in view, was to prevent him from efFe<ftuating 
this juniflion. His royal highnefs fhould therefore have marched 
to Parchwitz, and take a pofition between that place and Lignitz, 
with a ftrong corps, on the heights of PfafFcndorff, which would 
have hindered the king from approaching the Oder ; nor even could 
he have "gone to Glogau, without giving them an opportunity to 
attack him, and confequently defeat him, confidering the Auflrian 
army was, perhaps, fix times ftronger than he was. 
. The only meafure taken by the Auftrians, was to fend a gar- 
f ifon to Lignitz, which could anfwer no end whatever, and ex- , 
pofed fo many men to be loft. It was by no means probable 
that the king would amufe himfelf with a fiege of that mi&rable 
place, when all Silefia was at flake. 

When the Auflrians had permitted the king to unite all his 
forces, and provide them with the necefTary artillery, &c. we can- 
npt conceive why all of a fudden they refolve^d to quit Brefiaw, 
and go to meet him. I know very well, that flattery, too prevalent 
in camps, as well as courts, had raifed their fpirits and confidence 
much above what prudence prefcribes : but tliey could then have 
no motives to defire an adtion ; becaufe, if vidtorious, they could 
not, in that advanced feafon, purfue the enemy further than Glo- 
gau ; and, if vanquifhed, it might prove fatal to them. 

Having 
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Having paiTed the Sehweidnitz the 4th, they were informed 
the enemy was advancing towards them ; Why not inftantly repafs 
that river^ and put it before them, rath^ than behind Though 
this river is but fmall, yet its banks, for the moft part, arc very 
marfliy ; infomuch that ian army cannot pafs it without the greatefl 
difficulty, and fcarce at all if they meet with any oppofitlon. If 
the Auftrians had done this, and have fent a ftrong corps higher, 
up on their left flank, with their light troops on the fame fide as 
the enemy, on the road that leads to Striegau, we do not think 
his majefty would have attempted to pafs the river; and, if he did, 
die corps abovementioned would have been on his flank during the 
paflage and the action ; and, as they were much ftronger than he 
was, having their army covered by the Sehweidnitz, they could 
have pofl:ed 20,000 men on their flank ; which would have made 
it impoflible for the enemy to pafs the river. He would, there- 
fore, in all probability, have marched to Striegau, In order to 
bring the Auftrians from their advantageous fituation, by endea-- 
vouring to cut off their communication with Bohemia. In this 
cafe, the corps^ pofted, as we fuppofe, on their left, would have 
been at Striegau before the enemy ; and the whole army muft have 
marched behind Schweidnitas^, with the right at Hohen GierfdoriF, 
and the left towards Fribergj which would have fecured the road 

by Lairdfliut to Bohemia, and their communication with that 

« 

country. This poiition is very ftrong, and we do not think they 
could have been beat in it; nor, in that advanced feafon, by any 

« 

manoeuvre on their left, be forced out of it ; nor could the king 
continue in the neighbourhood of Striegau, having no magazines 
within a hundred miles of him. He muft, therefore, have ^iven 
up the point, and retire to Glqgau, in order to refrefh his troops, 
who were much in need of reft. Thefe meafures being negledted> 
or never thought of, they (hould have advanced, and occupied 4II 

T the 
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the hills before them, p^ticularly that hy Lobetnits, as well to 
take this advantage from the enemy, aa to have room eiKnigh be- 
hind them to manoravre upon ; but, from the moment they heard 
of the king's approach, they feem ftupified ; they neither advance 
nor retire. It is impoi&ble for a fuperior army to be outwinged,. 
but by fome fault ; yet this happened. The king made great de- 
monftrations againft their right, by which they were deceived fo 
long, that he, covered by the hills they had neglected to occupy,, 
had time to bring liis whole army on their left. The only remedy 
then, was to order their ri^t and center to march againft his left^ 
and^ as they were much fuperior, and this wing weakened, to re- 
inforce the right. They would have invelopcd it, and in all pro* 
bability deflroyed it ; nor could the king purfue his advantages oa 
the right, while his left was thus attacked, for fear of being. in-» 
clofed between the enemy's right wing and the river, where thcro 
was not ground enough to a<St in. They fhould, at the fame time* 
have formed a line or two behind the flank attacked, with inter- 
vals to let the troops repulfed pafs, and then advance againft the 
' enemy, whom they would have found broke, and in confufion^ 
and, therefore, eafily have defeated him. 

Instead of which, they ordered the whole army to make a 
motion on the left, to fuftain that wing ; fo that the columns met 
their companions retiring, and the enemy advancing in order of 
battle ; which hindered them from being able to form at all ; and 
thus the whole army was defeated, one battalion after another, 
as muft neceflarily happen. Troops marching in fmall and long 
columns can never open, and form themfelves in a line, when near 
the enemy, and under his fire ; and, therefore, fuch a manceuvre 
muft never be attempted. They fliould have endeavoured to keep 
the enemy back 'till they had formed a line, and then advance, 
or wait his coming. This not being executed, the battle was loft, 
and nothing could prevent it. 

It 
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It was likewife a capital fault to have put the auxiliary troops, 
who had never feen an enemy, on the flank. If they had thrown 
their light troops, and 8 or i o battalions of Auftrians, fuftained by 
Nadafti's corps, and the whole left wing, into the wood, before 
the village of Sagfchutz, and ordered their right and center to 
advance, and attack the enemy's left, we think they would have 
gained the vidory. * 

The king's condudt was founded on the moft fublime principles 
of war. Though his army was much inferior to that of the enemy, 
yet, by dint of fuperior manoeuvres, he brought more men into 
a^on, at the point attacked, than they ; which muft be decifive 
when the troops are nearly equal in goodnefs. Wherefore, generals 
muft make it their ftudy, to eftablifh, in time of peace, fuch evo- 
lutions as facilitate the manoeuvres of armies ; and, in time of war, 
choofe fuch a field of battle, if poflible, as enables them to hide 
part of their motions, and fo bring more men into a^on than the 
enemy ; and, if the ground, either by its nature, or by the vigi* 
lance of the enemy, does not permit them to cover their motions^ 
then a greater facility of manoeuvring will anfwer the fame end, 
and enable them to bring more men to the principal point attacked 
than the enemy. The only advantage of a fuperior army, in a day 
of aAion, confifts in this only, that the general can bring more 
men- into action than the enemy ; but, if they do not move with 
facility and quicknels, and are not all brought to a<5tion at the fame 
time, that fuperiority of numbers will be of no ufe : on the con- 
trary, will ferve only to increafe the confufion. From whence we 
will deduce a general rule : " That general, who, by the facility 
of his motions, or by artifice, can bring moft men into adion, 
at the fame time, and at the fame point, muft, if the troops are 
equally good, neceflarily prevail ; and, therefore, all evolutions, 
which do not tend to this objeft, muft be exploded." 
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OPERATIONS of the War in Prnflia, 

between the Pruilians and Ruflians. 

THE king of Pruffia> being informed of the Czarina's accef* 
(ion to the tr^ity of Verfailles^ ordered general Lewhald, 
with about ^o^ooo mtn, to march on the frontiers of Pruflia* 
and eppofe Ac march of the enemy. Accordingly, this general, 
having aflembled his army in the month of June* advanced to 
Infterburg, with a corps further on towards Memelj, to ohfervc 
their motions. 

In the mean timeji the Ruffian army» conEfting of 3 1 regiments 
offoot^ i4ofhQrfe9 5ofhuflar8, and about 1 6,aoo Tartars, Cal^ 
mucks, and Cofacks, amounting in th» whole to 62,000 foot, 
J 9,000 horie, and the aboveraentioned Tartars, &c. broke up in 
May, . and advanced* in four columns* towards the frontiers of 
Pruffia. 

Three of which pailed through Poland* and the fourth through 
Samogitia, towards MemeL This laft was commanded by general 
Fermor* and deitined to befiege that towiu To facilitate which 
enterprize> admiral Lewis, an Engliihman of reputation^, in the 
Ruffian fervice* failed with a ceiyiiderable fleet from Revel* with, 
about 90Q0 men on board, in order to land^ and attack Memel pn 
the fea fide* while g^n^ral Fermor did the fame on the land fidev 
Accordingly, they arrived befoire Memel at the end of June, and', 
on tho 5th of the following month,, thc^ took that place by 
capitulation. 

' This coaqueft was of infiaite confequence to the Ruffians* 
becamfe ihtf could make a convenient place of arms of it, and,. 
by means of their fleet* provide it with provifiohs and ftorcs fuf- 
ficieot to fupply the whole army, (who could not poffibly be pro- 
vided odietwiie). and confequcntly profecute the operations of the 
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This expedition beiag happily executed, the whole anny^ under 
the command of M. Apraxin, united in the month of Auguft, on 
the river Rufs ; and from thence advanced tov^rards the Pregel. 
Upon which ger^ral Lewhald qukted the camp at Iiifterbuig, and 
retired towards Wehlau 5 where he contin^ied *till the 30th of 
Auguft, and then advanced to attack die Ruifians^ who had 
paffed the Pregel, and were encamped at Gvofe Jagerfdottf', 'Thrt 
occafioned a great battle : of which thQ Fruffiaas give the &A^ow^ 
ing account* 

" Lieutenant general Schorlemmer having reconn^tred the ene* 
** my's pofition, it was refolved to attack them the 3Cth.' We 
** firft attacked their left wing. Prince MblAoin's regkttetit^ under 
<* his own command, Rtefch's, and the (econd battalion of Schor^ 
** lemmer, diftinguiflied themfelves very much. They todc feve*- 
** ral batteries, and totally defeated the enemy's cavalry. We 
** advanced, over a prodigious number of dead bodies, againft the 
^* center and right wing of the enemy's* army, that was prote^ed 
«* by various batteries and retrenchments. We took three of them 
*' in the v^ood, each from 10 or 12 /cannons : in one of which the 
^^ marfhal himfelf gave quarter to^a Ruffian colonel ; and in ano« 
f^ ther we made general Lapuchin prifoner. We (hould probably 
have kept the field of battle, if, unfortunately, our fecond line 
had not fired on our firfl ; the great fmoak of the artillery, and 
*' of two villages which the enemy had put on fire, having hin- 
dered our people from fe^ng their companions; fo diat our fitdl 
line was expofed to the fire of the enemy's infantry, fuftained 
by 1 50 pieces of cannon, and that of our own fecpnd line. We 
therefore quitted the field of battle, and retired in good orders 
without being followed. Our lofs, in all, amounts to about 
" 2000 men. That of the enemy miKh above poop. Among 
•* whom are generals Lieven, and Liapuchin." This account, as 
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generally happens with the iQiers, is very little exa£b>. and na waya 
worthy to be printed, but impartiality required it. 
That of M. Apraxin, to the Czarina, is as follows i 
«< I Had the honour to inform your majefly, that numberle^ 
<^ and invincible obftacles hindered us from approaching the ene^ 
" my on the right of the Pregel. Wherefore, I refolved to pa& 
'* this river» and force them to come to an adion ; which was 
<< accordingly done on the 28th ; aod, as the enemy percewed, by 
^^ this manoeuvre, and our ulterior march» that we could cut off 
** their communication with the countries from whence they drew 
their fubfiftence, they found it neceflary to abandon their ftrong 
camp,* and Hkewife pafs on our fide the Pregel on the z8th* 
The 30th your majcfty*s army, in confequence of the order 
given the preceding night, was ready to march i. and the vaa-* 
<* guard, and part of the army, were already in motion ; when, at 
•• 4 o'clock in the nrorning, we perceived that the wood, before 
our front, was filled with the enemy's troops, whofe motions 
had been covered by it. We were not as yet formed, whea 
the enemy came out of the wood in the fineft order, and be- 
gan to fire upon us with their artillery, and fooa after with 
•* finall arms ; which continued without intermiflion the whole 
** aftion. They attacked our front with great fiiry; and it re- 
quired uncommon firmnefs to refift their efforts. The firft and 
chief attack was againft our left wing. They advanced in co- 
lumns, within gun fhot, and then formed the line. When both 
armies were formed, with the front againft each other, the 
fire of artillery and fmall arms continued for three hours, and 
the vidory was all this while doubtful. The enemy made all 
the efforts pofTible to break our front, but were repulfed in 
each attempt with great lofs. While thefc things palTed on our 
left, they attacked our right and vanguard (who, from the 
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•< nature of the ground, were fomewhat more advanced than our 
** left) with two fcparate corps of cavalry, fuftained by infan- 
try ; but were repulfed in both places. Our artillery, particu- 
larly thofe called the Schwalows, did great execution ; and 
** contributed much to throw the enemy's cavalry in confufion* 
** Though they met every where with the fame bad fuccefs, they 
*^ made one effort more. On our left wing feveral openings were 
found in the line, becaufe the marfhy ground made it impradti* 
cable to clofe it. The enemy attempted to penetrate through 
*< thefe intervals, in order to cut our line in two, and fo take it 
in flank; but they were miftaken: for we had pofted there 
fome troops out of the fecond line; fo that, fcarce had they 
*^ entered the wood, when they were received with fixed bayon-^ 
** nets, and foon forced to fly with precipitation : which put an 
^ end to the battle, &c." 

The reft of general Apraxin*s letter contains nothing more than 
compliments, no wife neceflary to give an idea of the adion. 

The Ruffians took 29 cannons, and about 600 prifoners. Their 
lofs confifted in 800 killed, among which were gener^ Lapuchin, 
Sybin, and Kapnift ; and 4260 wounded, among whom were the 
generals Lieven, Tolftoi, Bofquet, Villeboy, ManteufFel, Weimarn, 
and Plemannikow. That of the Pruflians in about 3000 killed, 
wounded, and miffing. 

The Pruffians retired to Wehlau, and the Ruffians continued 
in their camp, by Norkitten, 'till the 7th of September; when 
they made fome difpofitions, as if they intended paffing the river 
AUer, at Friedland, on the enemy's right flank ; but it was not 
executed. They attempted likewife to difembark fome troops in 
the Curifh bay, but were repulfed by the militia. On the 17th 
the whole Ruffian army broke up, and retired in hafte towards 
the frontiers i fo that, by the end of the month, they had entirely 
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ilbandoned the kingdom of PrufHa^ excepting Men!iel ; where they 
kft 10 or 1 2^000 men. This put an' end to the campaign ia^ 
Ffuffia.. 

Reflections^ 

When the Pruflians kftew that the enemy was in^ march, they 
&ould> one would think, advance to the frontiers,, and have made 
incurfions into Poland,, to deftr^y the: provifions, or carry it ofFf: 
which would have retarded very much the progrefe of the enemy,. 
who had abfolutely no other ineans of fubfifting, but what they 
£Dund ojci the fpot, as thejc pafled;. which was rendered ftill more 
difficult, by the terror the Tartars infpired, by their uncommon.: 
ravages and cruelty.. Another advantage would have accrued; that 
the inhabitants of Pruffia would have had time to withdraw them- 
felves,. and their cattle,^ and retire to Konigflberg,. or fome otljer 
places of furety :: whereas, by flaying on the Pregel,, the bell part 
of the country was left at the mercy of the enemy*. 

As to the condudl' of the adlion itfelf,. nothing.Can be objeifled 
to M. Lewhald. He had^ no doubt, orders to fight, though mucht 
inferior. He formed his army in a line,, facing the enemy, which i 
may be confidered as a faulty being fo much weaker than they ; , 
becaufe he could not make any confiderable effort^ in any one 
point;, his troops being equally diflributed, throughout the line;; 
£0 that the enemy had everywhere a. greater number of men iui 
aftion than he could have. As the Ruffians were then little 
known, 'tis no- wonder the Pruffian geoeral fhould think his 
troops fuperior to their«,^and therefore did not think it neceffiiry 
to oppofe any. thing but infantry to infantry, . and cavalry againft 
cavalry. But experience has proved, that the Ruffian infantry is by 
&x fupecior to any^in Europe; infomuch. thatJ queftion whether 
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it can be defeated by any other infantry whatever ; and> as their 
cavalry is not fo good as that of other nations, rcafon dictates, that 
a mixed order of battle alone can conquer them« They. cannot 
be defeated j they muft be killed ; and infantry, mixed with great 
corps of cavalry, only can do this. 

If the Ruflians intended to remain in Pruffia, their firft care 
ought to have been to form magazines at Memel, in order to fup- 
ply the army 5 becaufe they muft kaow, that it was impofUble for 
the countr}% even had they obfervcd the moft exadl difcipline, to 
furnifli enough for jthat purpofe. The want of this precaution, 
both this and all the following campaign s, rendered their victories 
tifelefs. They .made war, and always will, in all probability, like 
the Tartars. They will over-run a country, ravage and deftroy it, 
and fo leave it; becaufe they can never, according to the method 
they now follow, make a folid and lafting conqueft. They put 
themfelves an infurmountable barrier to it. Their own light 
troops, and the want of a folid plan of operations, willooe day 
fuin their ;irmy. 
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OPERATIONS of the War in Pomerania, 

between the Pruffians and Swedes. 

THE Swedes, under pretence of guarran tying the treaty of 
Weftphalia, fcnt an army of about 17,000 men, under the 
command of general Ungern Stornberg, againft the Pruffians. 
Thi9 army pafled the Peen, and, having foon taken Demmin, 
Anclam, and the iflands of Ufedom and Wollin, they advanced 
into the Pruffian part of Pomerania; where they raifed contri- 
butions, without meeting any obflacle : for the garrifon of Stettin, 
confifting of about 10,000 men, under general ManteufFel, could 
not quit that important place^ in orcjcf to oppofe the progrefs of 
the Swedes. At length, however, the army, which had been in 
Pruffia, arrived under general Lewhald; and, before the end of 
December, forced the Swedes to abandon all they had taken, 
except the Penamunder and the Anclamer retrenchments, and 
retire under the cannon of Stralfund. 

Thus ended the campaign of 1757, the moft important for 
the number of great a<f3:ions, the variety of events, and the uncer- 
tainty of its iffue, of any recorded either in antient or modern 
hiftory. 

We hope our account of it, and our reflexions on its various 
operations, will prove no lefs agreeable than ufeful to our readers. 
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